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A Reflection on the Sunday Gospel Reading

Matthew 13:24-43

A man recently told me he was losing patience with the Church.  § supposed to be God §
Kingdom on earth, " he said, but it§ full of contradictions and hypocrisy. Why can f] the
Church just be better? " That last word landed with a judgmental thud. It hurt. Because at
times the Church can look painfully ordinary, even disappointing.

But Jesus fparables in today § Gospel meet that frustration head-on. He says, ¥he kingdom
of heaven may be likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field, “yet the weeds grow
up with the wheat, and the master allows both to grow together until harvest. To his listeners,
this sounded strange, even offensive. They expected God § reign to be pure, powerful, and
glorious, anything but mixed up, hidden, or small.

Jesus is showing us something essential. The Kingdom always begins small and grows amid
imperfection. Grace and weakness exist side by side until the harvest. That is why the
Church often looks messy. Yet within that mess, God § quiet work continues. The weeds do
not stop the wheat from growing.

When we see the Church § flaws or our own, it helps to remember that this is exactly the field
in which Christ chose to plant. The miracle is not that everything looks perfect, but that his
Word keeps taking root anyway.

Lord, give me patience with Your field, the Church. Help me see Your hidden life growing
even among the weeds. Amen.

o Father John Muir

ELPi

Let us cultivate relationships! In an era that favors speed and fragmentation, the human
person still yearns to receive care and recognition from attentive minds, kind words and
hands capable of tenderness. The digital culture multiplies connections and offers new
opportunities for interaction; yet, the human heart retains an irrevocable need for

genuine closeness. | invite everyone to cherish places and times where physical
presence remains crucial, such as shared meals, Christian community gatherings, time
spent with the lonely and serving the poor .

- Pope Leo XVI




Masses for the Week

Saturday, July 18th:

5:00 PM Nora Morin
Sunday, July 19th:

7:30 AM Carolyn Miskulin

9:00 AM Carmen Estevez
10:30 AM Isabel Santos
12:00 PM Joanne Drago

5:00 PM Multiple Intentions
Monday, July 20th:

6:45 AM Hanna Zofia Gladki
12:10 PM Constance Capone

7:30 PM Michael (Mick) Ackerman
Tuesday, July 21st:

6:45 AM Linda Pollio (L)

12:10 PM Raul Valdehueza
Wednesday, July 22nd:

6:45 AM Marybeth DiLiberto
12:10 PM Deborah Mueller
Thursday, July 23rd:

6:45 AM Francis Schiff
12:10 PM Luddy Dellova & Donald Pfeil

Friday, July 24th:

6:45 AM Peter Militello
9:00 AM Stephen M. Petrucci
12:10 PM Steven Sandalis (L)

Saturday, July 25th:

9:00 AM *Multiple Mass
5:00 PM John McDermott
Sunday, July 26th:
7:30 AM Nicholas & Ann Comanzo
9:00 AM Patrick Terzella (L)
10:30 AM St. Annefs Prayer Group
12:00 PM Maureen Hearney
5:00 PM **Multiple Intentions

*Albert Garbarino, Charles P. Connolly, John Cialino,
The Stelmach Family (L), The Wojtyna Family (L), Marie Friscia

**Richie Vono, Rita Ryan, Anthonia Salomone,
Albert Garbarino, Franco Amato, John McCurry

Pro-Life Rosary

Please join us on Tuesday, July
21st and every third Tuesday of the
month after the 12:10 PM Mass as
we pray the Pro-Life Rosary.

Jesus came into our world through
the fiyeso of his mother. Please
come and pray with us that others
will say fiyest to life.

-

St. Patrick Church

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Brian McNamara, Pastor
Rev. Daniel-Opoku-Mensah
Rev. Charles Okoye, In Residence
Rev. Santhosh Mathew, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Mrs. Rebecca Darmanin, School Principal
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Director of Religious Educaton
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Formaton - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Ofce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7:30 PM, Mon.—Thurs.
Friday 9 AM to 6 PM
9 AM to 4 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM, Sun.
Parish Outreach: 9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.-Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon.- Fri.
Religious Formaton: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon.- Thurs.

Parish Organizatons

Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Thursday., 7:00 PM , Parish Center
cdal702smithtown@gmail.com
Chair: Thurs. evening, 7:30 PM
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8PM
Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary :
3rdSat.atl10AM ~ § « u C Z VP %00
E Z }pud A] 16fAd0o33Pu JoX }u
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(Knights and Ladies Auxiliary meet at their facility
Located at 199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset)
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM, Parish Center
Noctumal Adoration Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
O.C.LA. (Order of Christan Initaton for Adults); 265-2271
Pro-Life Rosary: 3rd Tuesday following 12:10 PM Mass
Something for Seniors; 2nd Wed., 1 PM, 631-241-3415
St. Anne’s Prayer Group, Tues. 1 to 2 PM, Parish Center Chapel
J

Capital Improvement Collection
This Weekend

This weekend, July 18th & 19th, we will
have a Capital Improvement Collection, a
second collection that takes place four
times each year. The collection helps us
cover repair and maintenance work on our
parish facilities.
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St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry
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"Love One Another"

Sunrise of Smithtown
Memory Care Support Group

Sunrise Assisted Living offers a monthly Memory Care
Support Group which all community members are invited to
attend. It is a welcoming space where family members and
caregivers can find connection, resources, and comfort
among others who truly understand. The group is held on
the last Thursday of month from 6:30-7:30 PM in the 2™
Floor Activity Room at Sunrise of Smithtown. The next
meeting will be held July 30". Light refreshments will be
provided. Please call or email Sharon Ritter @ 631-724-
2299 or andrews@sunriseseniorliving.com for registration or
further information.

Qe you like o sew?
Hawe a sewing machine?
Help us Deas a Gid Ansund the Weld

fiDress a Girl Around the Worldo is a
campaign of Hope 4 Women International
dedicated to bringing dignity to women
worldwide. Dress a Girl provides
handmade dresses to girls in need,
helping them feel confident and cared for
regardless of their circumstances. Its
vision is a world where every girl has at
least one new dress.
St. Patrickis, working in conjunction with
St. Markis parish in Shoreham, will
provide the kits that include absolutely everything you will
need to sew a dress or pair of shorts & fabric already cut,
simple instructions included! Also provided is a label to be
sewn on that helps protect a vulnerable child from
predators, as the label indicates an organization is looking
after the wearer.
We invite anyone who loves to sew to call the Outreach
office to pick up a kit. Simply return it when your item is
completed. We will then be certain it reaches a child in
need somewhere in the world.
Help us create a world where every girl feels her best by
v having a new dress. We
want girls to learn that they
) “;4&; are worthy of respect, and
f'gi_ % that they are loved by God.
i For details contact Parish
i | Outreach at (631) 265-
i 2668.

Giving Made Easy
Venmo users can

fl ﬁ:’%f donate to our church

BT A R

using Venmo!
venmo

St. Patrick Church

Mass Times

Monday thru Thursday: 6:45 AM & 12:10 PM
Friday: 6:45 AM, 9:00 AM & 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, and 5:00 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM

Confession

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM

Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Marriage
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms
For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Every Thursday
For one hour following 12:10 PM Mass

Nocturnal Adoration
Third Saturday of the month
Friday Exposition
Parish Center Chapel 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM

Rosary
Recitation of the Rosary on Mondays
following the 12:10 PM Mass
Pro-Life Prayers
Third Tuesday of the Month following
the 12:10 PM Mass.
Rosary Makers

Third Friday of the month from
7:00 to 9:00 PM in the Parish Center

Pro-Life Rose

St. Patrickis Pro-Life Family invites you
to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for any
intention by contacting Linda at
giftaproliferose@gmail.com or call 631-
521-1496.

Your participation helps bring a greater awareness
of the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine Memorial

To reserve the Altar Bread and Wine
for a weekly memorial in celebration
or honor of a loved one, please call [
Diane Sperzel at 631/265-3307. A |
$50 offering includes a bulletin
announcement and a memorial card
sent to the family.
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This fall, our parish will hold its Second Annual Family Festival! Newton Shows will once again
provide a wide array of rides and games. The festival will also feature gourmet food, a Beer and
Wine Garden, amazing raffle prizes and much more.

Last year an estimated 7,000 to 8,000 people attended the festival! This is a great way to get the
word out about your business and support a wonderful family event.

Please consider supporting our Fall Family Festival by sponsoring one of Newtonis amazing
rides. We will make your sponsorship known in a variety of ways.

< ibciFcFI,B[(«([¢<

Bronze: $250 _ Emerald: $3,000
Name in Church Bulletin Name in Church Bulletin
. ) Company sign posted on fence at festival
Silver: $500 _ Company on Church Website
Name in Church Bulletin _ Company shoutout made over PA by DJ
Company sign posted on fence at Festival all 3 days of event
Company sign posted on designated carnival ride
Gold: $1,000 Sty d
Name in Church Bulletin Diamond: $5.000
Company sign posted on fence at Festival N T S Eulle s
Company on Church Website Company sign posted on fence at festival
) _ Company on Church Website
Platinum: $2,500 _ Company shoutout made over PA by DJ all 3 days of
Name in Church Bulletin _ event
Company sign posted on fence at festival Company sign posted on designated carnival ride
Company on Church Website Company vendor booth designated location on festival
Company shoutout made over PA by DJ grounds all 3 days of event (must bring own booth
all 3 days of event equipment)
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For more information or to sign up to sponsor,
email tparisi@stpatricksmithtown.org
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Help with Special Ed Students Needed—Our Religious
Formation program is in need of people who are experienced in
working with special ed students or students who learn at a
slower pace. For more information, please contact the Religious
Formation office.

For information on our Religious Formation Program, call
631-724-7454 or email: rfc@stpatricksmithtown.org.

HELP WANTED

The Diocese of Rockville Centre is currently seeking an
Accountant to work for the Office of Parish Support. Positions
can be full-time (Monday-Friday 8:30 AM-4:30 PM) or part time
(20-27 hours per week) and reports to the Director of Parish
Support. This position will travel to parishes in Suffolk Country.

Position Summary

The position is for a detail-oriented and highly organized person
who will support parish and school financial operations across the
diocese. This position plays a key role in promoting sound
financial stewardship by assisting parishes and schools with
bookkeeping functions, financial reporting and reconciliations. The
ideal candidate is analytical, collaborative, and comfortable
working with multiple stakeholders in a mission-driven
environment. Regular travel to assigned parishes is required.

Duties and Responsibilities

Process all approved invoices and cash receipts through
computerized general ledger software.

Ensure proper expense allocations.

Process payments including preparing checks, obtaining proper
approvals/signatures and mailing the checks.

Remit benefit payments to the Diocese.

Ensure proper income account and allocations.

Deposit school tuition and record in general ledger.

Process weekly and monthly ACH giving in general ledger.

Ensure timely remittance of collections made on behalf of others.
Ensure all cash receipts are deposited in a timely manner.

Handle monthly bank reconciliations, general ledger review and
general journal entries.

Provide payroll information to HR support group for accurate
processing of payroll and journalize payroll activity.

Serve as a resource for pastors, business managers and parish
staff as needed.

Requirements

Associates or Bacheloris degree, preferably in accounting or
bookkeeping.

Knowledge of Microsoft Word and Excel is required.

Familiarity with computerized accounting systems. Quickbooks
experience a plus.

Good verbal and written communication skills.

Ability and willingness to learn new tasks and systems.

A car to travel between parishes and schools is required.

Salary Range:

$28.00 - $30 per hour depending on experience, qualifications and
education. Please note when submitting resume if you are looking
for a full time or part time position.

Submit resume to employment@drvc.org.
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One of the most extraordinary miracles of the
20th century occurred in the quiet
countryside of Fatima, Portugal on October
13, 1917, and was witnessed by more than
70,000 people.

The story begins on May 13, 1917 when the
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to three young
shepherd children, Francisco, Jacinta, and
Lucia. They reported that fia Lady in all white,
more brilliant than the sun . . . indescribably
beautifuld appeared. From May through
October, 1917, the Lady appeared and
spoke to the children on the 13th of each
month.

Her message was simple but urgent: Pray
the Rosary every day for peace and the
conversion of sinners. She wared that
without repentance, humanity would suffer
wars and persecutions, but she also
promised that fiin the end, my Immaculate
Heart will triumph.o

On that day, skeptics, journalists, and
scientists were among the 70,000 witnesses.
Rain had poured relentlessly, turning the
fields into mud and clothing was soaked.
Suddenly the clouds parted and the sun
appeared as a spinning disk fidancingo in the
sky, changing colors. The sun then appeared
to plunge toward the earth before returning to
its place. When the miracle ended, the
drenched ground and soaked clothing were
completely dry.
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Busy, Happy Campers
at Camp St. Patrick
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The Parish of St. Patrick invites all our parishioners who are
celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th, 55th, or 60th-plus wedding
anniversary this year to a special Mass on Sunday, September
20th at 2:30 PM.

The Mass will be followed by a reception in Canning Hall.
Interested couples should fill out this form and mail it or drop it off
at the rectory, Attention St. Patrick Wedding Anniversary, no_later
than September 1st..

Wedding Anniversary Response

Name

Address

Phone

Email (if you have one)

Marriage Date

Anniversary: 25th 40th

50th 55th 60th-plus

. Parish Outreach office. We

Love To Sing?
Come Join Our Choir!

Our choiris mission is simple and joyful:
to pray together through music for the
honor and glory of God

Rehearsals: Thursdays at 7:30 PM
Mass: Sundays at 10:30 AM

Why not come and give it a try?
You f be warmly welcomed,
and we know you N be glad you did!

We must have music. It is good for our souls.
It reminds us of the beauty of Godis world. And
through music, through making music or listening to
it, we can thank God. Music is one of the best ways
to pray.—St. John Paul Il

f , Helping Those in Need
f*@mBox

A host of factors can lead to
rtequests for help from our

thank you for your generous
donations to our food pantry
which have helped us to
keep pace with the many
requests we receive.
Another easy way to help
struggling families is to contribute to our
Poor Boxes, located at the exits of our
church. All donations, small and large, will
be a big help to families in need.

p Are You on Our
» Parish Email List?

Q Our parish stays in touch

@ with parishioners via email
concerning important announcements, our
Christmas, Easter and holy day schedules,
reflections from our priests and more. Learn
more about what is going on in our parish
by joining our parish email list. If you would
like to join, just email us at:

rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org

All are welcome fto
' join with members of
our Legion of Mary in
praying the Rosary
| after the 12:10 PM
" Mass every Monday.







