“Why do you look for the living among the dead?
He is not here; he has risen! - Luke 24: 5-6
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St. Patrick R.C. Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787
631-265-2271 - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
April 5, 2026—Easter Sunday
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Easter 2026

DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

OEFICE OF TUHE BISHOD

Dear Brothers and Sisters:
Happy Easter to you and your families!

This Easter Sunday, Easter Octave, Divine Mercy Sunday and Easter Season we continue to pray and contemplate
our Lord’s Resurrection appearances, and we give thanks for Pope Leo XIV and his worldwide spirit of Catholic
mission.

In his Cycle of Catechesis on the Resurrection of Christ, Pope Leo writes: “The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is
an event that one never finishes contemplating and meditating on, and the more one explores it, the more one is
filled with wonder, drawn in as if by an overwhelming yet fascinating light. It was an explosion of life and joy
that changed the meaning of reality itself, from negative to positive; yet it did not happen in a striking way, much
less a violent one, but gently, hidden, one might say humbly.” (October 22, 2025 Audience)

Pope Leo recognizes that there is much sadness in the world — “a feeling of precariousness, at times profound
desperation.” We think especially of the daily crosses and trials of those from war-torn and violence-ridden areas
of the world.

The Holy Father then reflects on the despair of the two disciples on the Road to Emmaus. Their hearts burn and
their joy is restored as the Risen Lord explains the Scriptures to them and they recognize Him in the breaking of
the bread. In this way, the Paschal Mystery gives us hope and strength in every trial and circumstance.

Pope Leo concludes: “May the unexpected joy of the disciples of Emmaus be a gentle reminder to us when the
going gets tough. It is the Risen One who radically changes our perspective, instilling the hope that fills the void
of sadness. On the paths of the heart, the Risen One walks with us and for us. He bears witness to the defeat of
death and affirms the victory of life, despite the darkness of Calvary... He alone makes the impossible possible!”

May the Light of the Risen Christ illumine our path to holiness on earth and our path to eternal life and happiness
with God in Heaven.

Sincerely yours in the Risen Lord,

t Reverend John O. Barres
1shop of Rockville Centre

Post Office Box 9023, Rockville Centre, New York 11571-9023 ® phone 516.678.5800 * fax 516.678.3138 ® bishopsoffice@drvec.org



As you have shared in his life as an Air Force Chaplain
through your prayers, love and support

CHAPLAIN, LIEUTENANT COLONEL
MSGR. BRIAN JOHN McNAMARA

warmly invites you join with him to celebrate his
RETIREMENT from the U.S. Air Force after
44 years of service.

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026

ST. PATRICK R.C. CHURCH
280 East Main Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

12:00 PM:  MASS in the CHURCH
1:15 PM: RETIREMENT CEREMONY
in CANNING HALL (School)

An informal reception will follow in Canning Hall.
(Please RSVP at 631-265-2271)

9017 Air Reserve Squadron 23 February 1981 — September 1986
9018 Air Reserve Squadron 30 September 1986 - 30 May 2007
106t Rescue Wing (ANG) 31 May 2007 - 27 January 2026
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Masses for the Week

Saturday, April 4th—Holy Saturday:

5:00 PM Easter Vigil Mass
Sunday, April 5th—Easter Sunday:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM EASTER
10:30 AM NOVENA
12:00 PM

Monday, April 6th:

6:45 AM Easter Novena
12:10 PM Gloria Velia

7:30 PM Luke Pollina (L)
Tuesday, April 7th:

6:45 AM Theresa Handibode
12:10 PM Easter Novena
Wednesday. April 8th:

6:45 AM Peter Militello
12:10 PM John P. Garvey (L)
Thursday, April 9th:

6:45 AM Easter Novena
12:10 PM Marie Morgigno
Friday, April 10th:

6:45 AM Philip Vanek

9:00 AM Easter Novena
12:10 PM Ed Condon

Saturday, April 11th—Holy Saturday:

9:00 AM *Multiple Mass
5:00 PM Nancy Walker
Sunday, April 12th—Easter Sunday:
7:30 AM Patricia Lenza
9:00 AM Carol Capozzoli
10:30 AM Nicole Marie Burke
12:00 PM Evan Baran Derr
5:00 PM **Multiple Mass

*Easter Novena, Lynda Lyons (L), Stephen & Maria Jerry,
Rosa Linda Villatoro de Alvarenga, Kathy Burke, Joann Auci

**Richard David Haynes Jr., Carmela R. Tafuro,
James Guevarra, Emily Rose (L), Sergio Rizzo (L),
Kristine Sottile (L)

We proclaim the resurrection of Christ
when his light illuminates the dark
moments of our existence.

—Pope Francis

ST. PATRICK CHURCH

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Brian McNamara, Pastor
Rev. Louis Cona, Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Okoye, In Residence
Rev. Santhosh Mathew, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Mrs. Rebecca Darmanin, School Principal
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Director of Religious Education
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Formation - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Office Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7:30 PM, Mon.—Thurs.
Friday 9 AM to 6 PM
9 AM to 4 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM, Sun.
Parish Outreach: 9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.-Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon.- Fri.
Religious Formation: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon.- Thurs.

Parish Organizations

Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Thursday., 7:00 PM, Parish Center
cdal702smithtown@gmail.com
Choir: Thurs. evening, 7:30 PM
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8PM
Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary :
3rd Sat.at10AM (Dates may change please
reach out via email to 3958la@gmail.com

or call 631-371-3285 to confirm )

(Knights and Ladies Auxiliary meet at their facility
Located at 199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset)

Legion of Mary: Tues. momings at 9:30 AM, Parish Center
Noctumnal Adoration Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
O.C.LA. (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults); 265-2271
Pro-Life Rosary: 3rd Tuesday following 12:10 PM Mass
Something for Seniors; 2nd Wed., 1 PM, 631-241-3415
St. Anne’s Prayer Group, Tues. 1 to 2 PM, Parish Center Chapel

J

There will be no Confessions on Easter Sunday,

April 5th.

There will be Confessions on Saturday, April 4th
(3:45 to 4:45 PM) and Monday, April 6th (6:45 to

7:15 PM).



ST. PATRICK CHURCH
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Social Ministry Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, and 5:00 PM

“Love One Another” Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
Happy Easter!
God bless all of you who have helped Parish Outreach in Reconciliation
any way over this past year. Your support may have Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
seemed small to you, but it was very important to your Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
hurting sisters and brothers. You reached them at their level Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
of agony and crucifixion, and gave them a chance for hope Anytime by appointment in the Rectory
and resurrection. You have truly lived the Lord’s own i
message of loving one another. Your generosity and Marriage
compassion are a daily inspiration to us. May your Easter Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
be filled with all of God’s many blessings. Thank you! at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms
For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Blood Drive Thank You!

Many, many thanks to the wonderful people
who came out in support of our Blood Drive on
March 23rd. We collected a total of 81 pints of _
blood that will go on to save up to 243 people’s
lives! It was inspirational to watch people join &
together so enthusiastically in this life-giving
endeavor. May God bless you for vyour

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Every Thursday
For one hour following 12:10 PM Mass

Nocturnal Adoration
Third Saturday of the month

kindness. Friday Exposition
Parish Center Chapel 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM
L Rosary
P'I€ease -’f m.W'th fmﬁ’mbe(s Recitation of the Rosary on Mondays
or our Legion or Mary In following the 12:10 PM Mass
praying the Rosary after
the 12:10 PM Mass every Pro-Life Prayers
Monday. Third Tuesday of the Month following

the 12:10 PM Mass.

Rosary Makers

Third Friday of the month from
7:00 to 9:00 PM in the Parish Center

Catholic Daughters Meeting
Thursday, April 9th

The next meeting for Catholic Daughters

Court #1702 will take place on Thursday,
April 9th at 7:00 PM in the Msgr. Walden
Parish Center Large Meeting Room. A
guest speaker from Women First on Maple Avenue in
Smithtown will discuss their life-saving work. Nominations
will also be held for new board members.

Pro-Life Rose

St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Linda at
giftaproliferose@gmail.com or call
631-521-1496.

We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song! Your participation helps bring a greater awareness
—St. John Paul Il of the sacredness of all human life, especially the

unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine Memorial

To reserve the Altar Bread and Wine
for a weekly memorial in celebration
or honor of a loved one, please call
Diane Sperzel at 631/265-3307. A
$50 offering includes a bulletin
announcement and a memorial card
sent to the family.

The Altar Bread and Wine
is dedicated this week
in loving memory of
Otto & Dorothy Irslinger.




RETROUVAILLE

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

Because no marriage is beyond hope...
A marriage-saving program here in the
New York/Metropolitan Area.

- Is your marriage tearing you apart?

- Do you feel hurt and angry?

- Does talking make it worse?

- Thought of leaving or divorce?

- Is your marriage heading in the wrong direction?

Retrouvaille can help.

Our Next Weekend is
April 24-26, 2026
at The Immaculate Conception
Seminary, Huntington

To register or for more information:
1-516-405-0323
HelpOurMarriage.org

Retrouvaille is a practical program for married couples
facing difficult challenges
It is not a marriage retreat, or counseling. You will not be
asked to share the personal details of your story.

Retrouvaille is different; it's a way to improve your
communication, help you reconnect, and build a healthy,
happier, stronger marriage.

Catholic in origin, couples of all faiths, or no faith
background, are welcome to attend. We are a Christian
Peer Ministry offering tens of thousands of marriages hope
in over 160 communities world-wide.

CATHOLIC fAITH

—— NETWORK—

The Catholic Faith Network is available on
Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV
channel 296, and Charter Spectrum channel
162/471 throughout the New York, New Jersey,
and Connecticut area. It is available on selected
cable and satellite systems nationwide, along with
a vast on-demand library of original programming
and a high quality 24/7 live stream.

www.CFNtv.org

Keftootions on the Sunday Sorptares

April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter
or Divine Mercy Sunday
Readings: Acts 2: 42-47; 1 Peter 1: 3-9;
John 20: 19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when
the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their
midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”
And when he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins
you retain are retained.” Thomas, called Didymus,
one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples said to him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
| see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my
finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his
side, | will not believe.” Now a week later his
disciples were again inside and Thomas was with
them. Jesus came, although the doors were
locked, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands, and bring your
hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas answered and
said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to
him, “Have you come to believe because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and have believed.” Now, Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. But these are written that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that through this belief you may
have life in his name.

Focus Questions:

1. Thomas missed Jesus because he was away
from his fellow disciples. How does the church
community help you find Jesus?

2. Jesus accepts Thomas in spite of his doubts.
How do you react to people who disagree of
doubt you?

3. Jesus repeat the phrase “Peace be with you.”
When have you found peace in difficult
circumstances?

Children and Family Reflection:

Talk about how the disciples must have felt when
they saw Jesus alive again.

The great gift of Easter is hope.
—Cardinal Basil Hume




Confirmation Day for Level 8 students is set for
Wednesday, May 13th. Please keep our
Confirmation candidates in your prayers.

For more information on our Religious Formation
Program, email rfc@stpatricksmithtown.org or
call 631-724-7454.

o Are You on Our
" Parish Email List?

| »
- -~ | Our parish stays in touch with parishioners
' via email concerning important
! \ announcements, our Christmas, Easter

' and holy day schedules, reflections from
our priests and more. Learn more about what is going on in
our parish by joining our parish email list. If you would like to
Join, just email us at:

rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org

Helping Those in Need

A host of factors can lead to requests for help
from our Parish Outreach office. We thank you
for your generous donations to our food pantry
which have helped us to keep pace with the
many requests we receive. Another easy way
to help struggling families is to contribute to ’

our Poor Boxes, located at the exits of our church. All
donations, small and large, will be a big help to families in
need.

Something for Seniors

Attention All Senior Citizens: St.
\ Patrick’s Something for Seniors group is
)} a great place to gather with old friends
_and meet some new ones. Our senior
| meetings include guest speakers, trips,
and time spent together. All seniors ages
50+ are welcome! For information, call

SENIORS Bob at 631-241-3415,

Welcome the Blessed Mother
into your home through a
one-week visit from the
Pilgrim Statue of Fatima.
For more information,
Please call Jeanine at
631-219-5000.

CATHOLICS FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION

BIPRESERVING RELIGIOUS LIBERTY FOR ALL
&

New Federal Guidelines Explain the
Rights of Public School Students to Prayer
and Religious Expression: Part 1

Decades of media deceit and anti-religious sentiments
have conditioned Americans to believe that God and
prayer have been removed from public schools. In fact,
the 1962 Supreme Court decision in Engel v. Vitale,
as officially summarized, was that there could not be
an official state prayer which students would be
required to recite at the beginning of each school day.
Students’ personal prayer was not part of the decision.
Extreme media headlines reported the court decision
in black and white, dramatic and misleading terms so
that even Americans favoring prayer in school felt
forced to accept that there could be no prayer or
religious expression in public schools.

In 1995 Pres. Clinton issued the first guidelines to
religious expression in public schools clarifying that
students had the right to private personal prayer as
long as it was not school sponsored and not disruptive.
Catholics for Freedom of Religion volunteers have
taught thousands of student those guidelines.

There have been myriad court cases to prevent
students from praying in school, wearing religious
themed clothing, writing about their faith in class,
asking for religious clubs, etc. Our volunteers have
been told by many students of incidents in their
schools of students denied the rights outlined by the
government.

This scenario is changing. Revised guidelines were
issued from the Dept. of Education on Feb. 5, 2026.
These reflect the current religious freedom laws and
make it clear that schools must allow students to live
their  constitutionally protected rights or face
investigation and enforcement as each states
determines is appropriate. These guidelines provide
the principles governing religious expression and
prayer, reporting requirements, and the suggested
outline of an enforcement process for each state.

As we celebrate the risen Christ and the renewal of
Easter graces, let us thank God for the blessings of
living in the only nation founded on His gifts to
mankind...”Among these is life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness.”

Let us renew our determination and be vigilant that our
children do not lose their religious freedom when they
enter the doors of America’s public schools.

Read more: https:/itinyurl.com/2dh6k75s https://
tinyurl.com/5ak83uej

Love and let God take care of the rest.
- St. Frances Xavier Cabrini



Catholic Daughters Scholarship Contest

Open to current 8" grade students
planning to attend a Catholic
high school in the Fall 2026

The Catholic Daughters of St. Patrick’s will award two $1,000 scholarships to one current 8" grade boy
and one girl (must be members of the St. Patrick Parish) planning to attend 9" grade at a local Catholic
high school of their choice. The scholarship is open to all 8" graders in the parish currently attending
either a Catholic or public school.

A completed application, proof of acceptance to the Catholic school, along with an essay regarding their
decision to attend a Catholic school, must be submitted by May 11, 2026.

Applications and all instructions for the contest will be available at St. Patrick’s school for students in
attendance there, at the rectory, on the home page of our parish website (www.stpatricksmithtown.org—
scroll down), and after mass on Palm Sunday at the candle sale tables. Completed applications can be
submitted to the Catholic Daughters’ mailbox located at the rectory. If your child or grandchild qualifies
for this scholarship we encourage them to enter this contest!
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A‘ﬁ,_ Birthright Baby Shower
X bl After Masses Saturday & Sunday,
’ - April 11th & 12th

Do some shopping for these precious little ones!

This charity event helps support the work of Birthright, Women First, and Mercy House Ministries. These
organizations offer hope and support to women dealing with an unplanned pregnancy. We welcome your
donations of NEW baby items (for newborns through 5T) on the weekend of April 11th & 12th. Monetary
donations also accepted. Please make checks payable to CDA Court #1702.

Please bring your gift unwrapped.

SOME SUGGESTIONS
EEEDING BEDDING BATHING/ BABY GEAR
Bottles Crib Sheets PERSONAL CARE Pack ‘n Play
Bottle Brushes Bassinett Sheets Baby Bath Tubs Car Seats (Infant/Toddler)
Sippy Cups Crib Mattress Pads Baby Towels & Wash Cloths ~ Combo (Infant to Toddler)
Infant Spoons Receiving Blankets Baby Wash/Shampoo High Chairs
Bibs Baby Comb & Brush Sets el
Pacifiers CLOTHING Baby Lotion
Teethmgl Rings/ Boys Clothing (NB to 5T) Diapers (All Sizes)
Rattles Girls Clothing (NB to 5T) Diaper Cream
Baby Food—Jars/ Socks Baby Wipes
Pouches (NB to 24 Mos. Boy & Girl)

Baby Cereal

*Gently used baby items may be donated to Women First, 91 Maple Avenue, Smithtown, NY 11787,
Monday through Friday 10 AM to 4 PM, 631-656-0441.



In With the New

You may have noticed the new red
missals in church. Pictured are the
volunteers who replaced the blue missals
(now outdated) with the new.

Many thanks to our volunteers for giving
of their time and their hard work!



This Easter will be especially meaningful for our OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults) participants as many are
receiving sacraments at the Easter Vigil. May God continue to bless you in your journey of faith!




You are warmly invited to join Bishop Andrzej for the

Solemn Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration
Sunday, April 12th
at the Church of St. Joseph
130 Fifth Street in Garden City

This beautiful feast, given to the faithful through the inspiration of Saint Faustina
Kowalska, and promulgated by the Pope St. John Paul ll, is a moment of profound
grace, healing, and trust in the merciful love of Jesus. We will gather as a
community of faith to proclaim together: “Jesus, | trust in You!”

Schedule of the Celebration

e Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Bishop Andrzej Reflection

Recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet
Benediction

Veneration of the Faustina’s Image

All are invited and encouraged to participate and receive the extraordinary graces promised on this special day. Bring
your family and friends. May the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ fill your hearts with peace and hope.
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{ Fatima Salamanca Burgos Lourdes

October 12 - 21, 2026
$5,198 per person

(800) 206-8687 from New York (JFK)
Bﬂﬁkll'lg Code: BM101226 *All pricing besed on double occupamcy.

Questions? Contact:
Jarred@206tours.com




Sign Up for Summer Camp!

Camp St. Patrick’s prides itself in providing the ultimate camp experience for children of all ages. We are a
day camp that offers trips across our beautiful Long Island, as well as fun filled educational clinics on site.
Activities on and off campus are carefully planned for each age group. Our staff includes educators,
lifeguards, EMTs, and counselors who were once campers right here at St. Pat's! Check out our Kiddie
Camp (Full/ Half Day), Main Camp, Teen Travel Adventures, as well as our non-travel program!

Please visit our website
https:/lwww.stpatsyouth.com/summer-camp.html

or call 631-360-0185 for more information

Time to Sign Up

for Spring Soccer!! ! . ‘

Our Village of the Branch (VOB) Soccer Club is now taking registrations for the
spring season.

VOB Soccer provides a positive and constructive environment which facilitates the
development of soccer skills, promotes good sportsmanship, and enhances a child's
self esteem, all while having fun.

Dates of play for our Spring 2026 Clinic and Intramural Programs are as follows:
Sundays, April 12th, April 19th, April 26th and May 3rd; Friday, May 8th (Friday Fun
Night), Sundays, May 17th, May 31st, June 7th and June 14th.

To register or for more information, go to:
vobsoccer.net

Help Wanted

St. Patrick's Men’s softball is looking for someone to set up the softball field,
behind the church on game days this season. The job is ideal for a responsible
high school senior or college student. The season runs from April 21 — July 28.
The job requires 60-90 minutes per day to set up the field on game days, usual-
ly 3-4 days per week. The work is generally done between 3:30-5:30 PM, Mon-
day-Friday.

If interested, please contact Pat MacDonnell,
631-834-2218




West Point, N.Y.
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PER ADULT S
f— nclitdes Flshmg, Bait, & Lunch'

. Lunch Includes Heros, Salads, Soft Drinks & Snacks!
Boat: ISLAND SPIRIT Il
Departs from Captree State Park

9:00 AM 3:30 PM

TRIFll IS RAIN 0] SHINE NO REFUNDS
Questions? Call Joe Bachert at 631-605-1444

ST. PATRICK'S FATHER'S GUILD

Shooting Stars

Congratulations to Saint Patrick School students (7" Grade) Carter
Chernow, Kailene Connolly, and Emily Whalen for advancing to the
Long Island Regional Championship for the Knights of Columbus 2026
Basketball Free Throw Contest. Carter, who won the 12-year-old boys
division for Suffolk, Nassau, Queens, and Brooklyn, will next be
heading to the State Championship at West Point Military Academy in

Giving Made Easy

Venmo users can now donate
to our church through Venmo!

venmo

Looking for an event venue?
Check out the Knights of
Columbus Hall located at 199
Smithtown Blvd. in Nesconset.
Rent includes a bartender.

For information, call or text
631-629-5632 (KofC)
or email council3958@gmail.com







