St. Patrick R.C. Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787
631-265-2271 - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”

nlllﬁl‘llll‘lﬁlm March 15, 2026—Fourth Sunday of Lent

Pictured are: Fr. Brian Barr’s visit to our parish to lead us in Lenten prayer and reflection, the First Scrutiny for our OCIA
participants, and Intramural Basketball.




From the Desk of Fr. Brian
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Masses for the Week

Saturday, March 14th:

5:00 PM William J. Cronin Jr.
Sunday, March 15th:

7:30 AM Isabele Santos

9:00 AM Bridget & Patrick Newman
10:30 AM Thomas Yohas
12:00 PM Eileen Elizabeth Flaherty
5:00 PM Multiple Intentions

Monday, March 16th:

6:45 AM Patricia Ann Barresi
9:00 AM Olga, Nunzio & Sandra Castellano
12:10 PM Debra Scala (L)
7:30 PM Living Members of Catholic Daughters
Court #1702
Tuesday, March 17th:
6:45 AM Catherine Lemmon
9:00 AM The Carey Family
12:10 PM Donald Doherty
Wednesday, March 18th:
6:45 AM Theresa Alleva (L)
9:00 AM Steve Cartolano
12:10 PM Marie Ciulla & Caroline Cocomero
Thursday, March 19th:
6:45 AM Fr. Douglas Arcoleo (L)
9:00 AM Dorothy Amado
12:10 PM William Hope
Friday, March 20th:
6:45 AM Richard Gruber
9:00 AM Joseph Wilk
12:10 PM Joe Wilk

Saturday, March 21st:

9:00 AM *Multiple Intentions
5:00 PM Thomas Harvell
Sunday, March 22nd:

7:30 AM Anthony Arpino
9:00 AM Joseph J. Calarco
10:30 AM Nunzia Inguaggiato

12:00 PM Ramona Martinez
5:00 PM **Multiple Intentions

*Luddy Dellova & Camille Minneri, Ernest Morrell,
Lucia Schiff, Vincent Ponzio, Robert DiGregorio,
Linda DiCosola

**Michael Paul DeGray, Antionette Santomarco,
George Bakos, Marvin Ellis, Charles E. Ferrara,
Espedito John Gotto
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The purpose of Lent is not to force on us a few
formal obligations, but to ésoftend our heart so
that it may open itself to the realities of the
to experience the hidden ¢thirsti for

spirit,
communion with God. - St. John Paul Il

J

" This week our parish will take up
' The Catholic Relief Services
Collection. Funds from this collection
5 provide food to the hungry, support
% displaced refugees, and bring
4 Christs love and mercy to
| vulnerable people here and abroad.
ext week, please give generously
to the collection and reveal Christ’s
love to those most in need. Learn more about the
collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.



mailto:3958la@gmail.com
http://www.usccb.org/catholic-relief

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry
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"Love One Another"”
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The IRS Volunteer income Tax Assistance (VITA)/Tax
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) Program offers free
basic tax return preparation to qualified individuals. VITA/
TCE sites offer free tax help to people who need
assistance in preparing their own tax returns, including
people who generally make $70,000 or less per year, and
those requiring bilingual assistance in English/Spanish.
On Long Island, people can register through FourlLeaf
Credit Union. Also offered is a Virtual program which
utilizes online software & technology to connect taxpayers
& tax preparers. For more information, visit
fourleaffcu.com/vita, call 516-349-4289, or email
vita1@fourleaffcu.com.

Lenten Blood Drive g2 b ey

St. Patrick’s will be holding a Lenten Blood
Drive, Thursday, March 19th, 1:30-7:30
PM, in St. Patrickis Canning Hall.
Students from St. Patrick School who bring e g™
in donors will receive a N.U.T. pass (out of

uniform pass). All participating donors will receive a
coupon for a slice of pizza from the PIZZERIA in
Smithtown. During this season of Lent, please consider
giving the ultimate gift of life saving blood. For more
information and to sign up, please contact Parish
Outreach at 631-265-2668, call MaryEllen McCrossen at
631-469-0989 or use the QR code found on the flyer in
the bulletin. God Bless You!

Pantry Needs
Jelly

Peanut Butter
Canned Fruit
Apple Juice

Many Thanks!

e

My whole strength lies in prayer and sacrifice;
these are my invincible arms; they can move
hearts far better than words.

- St. Therese of Lisieux

The Altar Bread and Wine
is dedicated this week
in loving memory of
Livia Liberatoscioli.

St. Patrick Church

Mass Times

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, and 5:00 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM

Reconciliation
Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM

Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Marriage
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms
For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Every Thursday
For one hour following 12:10 PM Mass

Nocturnal Adoration
Third Saturday of the month

Friday Exposition
Parish Center Chapel 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM
Rosary

Recitation of the Rosary on Mondays
following the 12:10 PM Mass

Pro-Life Prayers
Third Tuesday of the Month following

the 12:10 PM Mass.
Rosary Makers

Third Friday of the month from
7:00 to 9:00 PM in the Parish Center

Pro-Life Rose

St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Linda at
giftaproliferose@gmail.com or call
631-521-1496.

Your participation helps bring a greater awareness
of the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine Memorial

To reserve the Altar Bread and Wine
for a weekly memorial in celebration
or honor of a loved one, please call
Diane Sperzel at 631/265-3307. A
$50 offering includes a bulletin
announcement and a memorial card
sent to the family.

NNV
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Lenten Offerings
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Save Lives this Lent

During this Lenten season, you can be a lifesaver. Please join in our 40 Days for Life efforts on Tuesdays and
please consider donating blood in our Lenten Blood Drive. More information in this bulletin.

Reconciliation

Monday 2026

2:00-4:00PM € 6:00-9:00 PM

Experience the liberating grace of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (Penance). Confessions will be available in
every Catholic church in the Diocese of Rockville Centre.
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HELP SAVE LIVES IN SMITHTOWN!

Please Join St. Patrick’s Parish Lenten Project!

You can help protect mothers and children by Here’s how to take part in our 40 Days for
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and Life prayer campaign. St. Patrick’s is trying
fast for an end to abortion! to cover Tuesdays, but any day is fine.

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils, and Prayer Vigil T pray on sidewalk in front of
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has Planned Parenthood building, 70 Maple Ave.,

inspired over 1,000,000 volunteers! Smithtown. (Park in CVS parking lot, corner
With God’s help, here are the proven results of Main St. & Maple Ave.) For info or to
from campaigns in 71 nations: sign up: go to:

26,144 babies saved from abortion 40dflsmithtown@gmail.com or

40daysforlife.com/Smithtown
Feb. 18 — March 29. 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM

184 abortion centers closed . o X
. ) . Pray — at St. Patrick’s Eucharistic Adoration/
More info.: 40DFLsmithtown@gmail.com Holy Hours or at home

Free Pregnancy Help: 631-656-0441 Fast and Sacrifice as health permits

275 abortion workers quit

40daysforlife.com/Smithtown

Caring for our Animal Friends
s s {
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

Presented To

Mrs. Grego’s Class

In he

ition of the effort and i
For the animals at the Smithtown Animal Shelter

Many thanks to Mrs. Grego’s Level 5 Religious Formation Class for their donations of dog and cat treats and cat food, for
animals cared for at the Smithtown Animal Shelter & Adoption Center. The class received a certificate of appreciation for
their efforts.


mailto:40DFLsmithtown@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cityname

Our Knights of Columbus
Invite You to Join Them for
Friday Evening
Lenten Dinners

Our Knights of Columbus invite you
to join them on Fridays during Lent
from for Lenten dinners. Come enjoy
great food and fellowship. Meals will
be served from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.
Dinner price: $15.

The Knights Hall is located at
199 Smithtown Blvd. in Nesconset.

Giving Made Easy

Venmo users can now donate
to our church through Venmo!
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ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS
KEVIN BARRY DIVISION 3

WE'RE
COMING TO
»

ST. PATRICK'SAY '+ o
DIVISION MEETING AT * ‘ @Q

ST PATRICK'S PARISH CENTER ) 4
T
\ ¥ *V' " , ‘
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WED, APRIL 8, 2026, 7:00 PM

YOU MUST BE A HIBERNIAN
TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS

YOU MUST BE A MALE AND OVER T
AGE OF 16, PRACTICING CATHOLIC
AND BE OF IRISH HERITAGE BY BIRTH,
DESCENT OR BE LEGALLY ADOPTED BY
SUCH A PERSON AND BE OF GOOD
MORAL CHARACTER.

DOWNLOAD T (clergy do not need to be of Irish Ancestry)

APPLICATION

Our E-mail Our Website ontact Us
aoh3smithtown@outlook.com aoh3smithtown.org 1-864-2547

New York
Blood Center
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St. Patrick R.C. Church & St. Patrick School

Prepare to donate

Thursday, March 19 B
1:30pm - 7:30pm =
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Must be 17+ ar
174+ 18 with parental

consent form
Meet minimum
weight requiraments

For full eligibility reguirements
and COVID-1F infarmation, viait
nybe.ora/eligibility.

All participating donors will receive a coupon for

a slice of pizza from e PIZZERIA

and a N.U.T. pass!

To sign up, please scan the QR code below or contact
Mary Ellen McCrossen at (631) 469-0989.
For medical eligibility questions, please call 1-800-688-0900
L
4! Catholic Health

St. Catherine of
Siena Hospital

800.933.BLOOD - nybc.org



Calling All St. Patrick School Alumni!

This year our school celebrates its 60th Anniversary. We are very proud of
our schoolis history and, most of all, our alumni.

Our 60th Anniversary celebration begins at the St. Patrickis Gala and
continue through the year. If you attended St. Patrick School, we would
love to hear from you. Please fill out the form to the right and return it to
the St. Patrickis Rectory, or fill out the form on the school website:

ST PATRICK SCHOOL ALUMNI & FAMILIES
We would, love o heaiv Porm You

NAME

YEAR(S)

EMAIL:

ADDRESS:

Or refer to our website to fill out a digital form
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‘v [isbon | Fatima Salamanca Burgos i [Lourdes

October 12 - 21, 2026
$5,198 per person

Questions? Contact:

Jjarred@206tours.com

(800) 206-8687 from New York (JFK)
Booking Code: BM101226 *All pricing besed on double occupancy:

In the Neighborhood . . .

At the Marianist Family Retreat
Center in Cape May New Jersey.
Upcoming retreats include: A High
School Teen Retreat, March 27 to
29; Holy Week Triduum Retreat,
April  2-5; Women’s Wellness
Retreat, April 10-12;
Contemplative Prayer Weekend,
April 24-26; and Gift of Days:
Spirituality & Aging, April 29-30.
For more on these and other
retreats, visit https://
www.capemaymarianists.org/
Attention 6th to 8th Grade Band
& Orchestra Students®You are
invited to The Firebird Music
Experience at the Firebird Center
at Kellenberg Memorial High
School, Saturday, March 21st
from 10 AM to 1:00 .
PM. Al participants [B]:=erg3[m]
should bring their ="
own instruments.

For information or %

to register, please
use the QR Code. E J""

Authors and Artists Easter Craft
Fair©Saturday, March 28th from
10 AM to 4 PM in the St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Parish Hall, 800
Portion Road in Lake
Ronkonkoma. Books by local
authors, paintings and crafts by
local artists, jewelry, food &
refreshments. More than 50
vendors. Proceeds help support
parish ministries.

Lenten Mission: Barefoot at the
Cross Thursday, March 26th from
6:00 to 8:00 PM at Holy Family
Parish, 17 Fordham Avenue in
Hicksville. Led by Kelly Breaux
Founder of Red Bird Ministries.
Ms Breaux is a leading voice in
the field of child-loss, grief &
pastoral accompaniment. A
workshop is also being offered on
March 26th from 4:00 to 5:30 PM
entitted Sorrow Beneath the
Surface.

A Taste for Education®Monday,
April 27th at 6:00 PM in St. John
the Baptist H.S. Cougar Café.,
1170 Montauk Highway, West
Islip. For 21 and older. Tickets:
$50. Use QR Code for tickets.
Interested in being a vendor?
Contact Tim Murphy at
murphyt@sjbdhs.org.

The problem with our
world is that we draw the
circle of family too small. -
St. Teresa of Calcutta



For more information on our Religious Formation
Program, email rfc@stpatricksmithtown.org or call
631-724-7454.
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PIZZA FOR ST. PATRICK’S

PIZZA KIT FUNDRAISER

No Meat
All Cheese

Pizza
for Lent

LyOfizRSE H R24:3K 61-ftal
ald:08 = 0KSSaS

DfiziSy mSS
2Ua2y I414t1-6t5

tS-20RSNE RdzS
68 ClIRI-& okHn

PICK UP DAYS
MONDAY 3/23 | TUESDAY 3/24 | WEDNESDAY 3/25 | THURSDAY 3/26

SCAN THIS CODE

TO PREORDER o

te PIZZERIA

OF SMITHTOWN

Christ has gained for us not only new dignity in our life
on earth, but above all the new dignity of the children
of God, called to share eternal life with him. Lent
invites us to overcome the temptation of seeing the
realities of this world as definitive and to recognize
that iour homeland is in heaven.o (Philippians 3:20)

- St. John Paul Il

ECATHoucs FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGION

BIPRESERVING RELIGIOUS LIBERTY FOR ALL
|

Pope Leo Deplores
Worldwide Religious Persecution

In a wide-ranging address to the Vatican diplomatic
corps Jan. 9, Pope Leo XIV deplored attacks on
religious freedom— “the first of all human rights,”
he reiterated from Pope Benedict XVI, “because it
expresses the most fundamental reality of the
person.”

“Recent data,” Pope Leo said, show that “sixty-four
per cent of the world’s population suffers serious
violations of this right.” He urged that religious
freedom be “fully respected” for all religions, and
reiterated the Holy See’s “categorical rejection of all
forms of antisemitism, which unfortunately
continues to sow hatred and death.”

And “persecution of Christians,” he emphasized,
“remains one of the most widespread human rights
crises today, affecting over 380 million believers
worldwide,” who “suffer high or extreme levels of
discrimination, violence and oppression because of
their faith.”

He also called out a more “subtle form of religious
discrimination against Christians,” prevalent “even
in countries where they are in the majority, such as
in Europe or the Americas.” “There,” he said, “they
are sometimes restricted in their ability to proclaim
the truths of the Gospel for political or ideological
reasons, especially when they defend the dignity of
the weakest, the unborn, refugees and migrants, or
promote the family.”

He linked this ideological religious persecution to
another troubling phenomenon: “words los(ing)
their meaning,” so that “reality itself becomes
debatable and ultimately incommunicable.” “In the
West,” he said, “a new Orwellian-style language is
developing which, in an attempt to be increasingly
inclusive, ends up excluding those who do not
conform to the ideologies that are fueling it.”

“We need words once again to express distinct and
clear realities unequivocally,” he urged. “This
should happen in our homes and public spaces, in
politics, in the media and on social media.”

The Pope’s address here:
https://tinyurl.com/5n7crztz

Listen to Rick Hinshaw and Dr. Jim Dolan engage
in an in-depth discussion of Pope Leois address to
the Vatican diplomatic corps.
https://tinyurl.com/3fdnvmt5

How strangely will the Tools of a Tyrant pervert
the plain Meaning of Words!

- Founder Samuel Adams

Language is a key battleground for national and
cultural conflict.

- Marc Shell, Harvard Professor


https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/january/documents/20260109-corpo-diplomatico.html
https://tinyurl.com/5n7crztz
https://tinyurl.com/3fdnvmt5

The following thank you note was sent to our 7th grade
Confirmation candidates by Hope House Ministries:

Thank you to Mrs. Soviero, the 7th grade Confirmation candidates,
and their parents for the donations to Hope House Ministries. They
were so greatly appreciated.

It is because of the generosity and kindness of individuals such as
yourselves that Hope House is able to provide continuous assistance
to the poor, broken and wounded among us via their multiple
programs for men, women, and children.

Legion of Mary invites you to the
17th Annual Womenis Retreat

nBehold Thy Sono

Friday, May 8th to Saturday May 9th
Held at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
440 West Neck Road in Huntington

Check in Friday between 1:00 & 6:00 PM - Ends Saturday 7:00 PM

Cost of $200 per person includes 3 meals Saturday,
Private room with shower
No registrations can be accepted after April 27th

Please send form below with check payable to St. Patrick Parish to:
St. Patrick R.C. Church, 280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
Attn: Legion of Mary

Name Email
Address
Parish Special dietary needs?

Approximate Arrival Time

For additional information, email: Beholdthyson09@gmail.com or

call Lana Maggio at 631-374-1116 or Corinne Addiss at 631-804-7222

Hospitality Sunday

If you have never attended
a Hospitality Sunday, you
don’t know what you are

missing.
Pictured are parishioners
who enjoyed our

Hospitality Sunday on
March 1st.




FYI

Prayers for Life

Please join us on Tuesday,
March 17th and every third
Tuesday of the month after the
12:10 PM Mass as we pray the
Pro-Life Rosary.

This time of prayer has
replaced our Pro-Life Holy
Hour formerly held in the
evening on the third Tuesday
of the month.

Nocturnal Adoration

Next Saturday, the third Saturday
of the month, all are invited to
spend time in the presence of our
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
during Nocturnal Adoration.
Adoration will begin at 9:00 PM and end just prior to
the 7:30 AM Mass. All are welcome to stop in and
pray at any time during the night.

Rosary Makers

Students, members of the military,
prison inmates, nursing home
residents, hospital patients, and
missions have all been the
recipients of Rosaries made by
our Rosary Makers. Rosaries
make an excellent gift! Come and
make rosaries for yourself, your
friends and others on Friday,
March 20th from 7:00 to 9:00 PM in the Parish
Center. In need of service hours? Rosary Makers can
also help you fulfill service hours for Confirmation or
school. Join us every third Friday evening of the

Welcome the Blessed Mother
into your home through a
one-week visit from the
Pilgrim Statue of Fatima.
For more information,
Please call Jeanine at
631-219-5000.

%dv’?r Box |

Help for Those in Need

A host of factors can lead to requests
for help from our Parish Outreach
office. We thank you for your
generous donations to our food pantry ]
which have helped us to keep pace e
with the many requests we receive. &= '
Another easy way to help struggling
families is to contribute to our Poor Boxes, located at
the exits of our church. All donations, small and large,
will be a big help to families in need.

Are You on Our
Parish Email List?

Our parish stays in touch with
parishioners via email concerning
important announcements, our
Christmas, Easter and holy day -

schedules, reflections from our

priests and more. Learn more about what is going on
in our parish by joining our parish email list. If you
would like to join, just email us at:

rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org

Something for Seniors

Attention All Senior Citizens:
St. Patrickis Something for Seniors
group is a great place to gather with
old friends and meet some new
ones. Our senior meetings include
guest speakers, trips, and time
spent together. All seniors ages 50+

are welcome! For information, call
Bob at 631-241-3415. SENIORQ

Looking for an event venue? Check out the

Knights of Columbus Hall located at 199

Smithtown Blvd. in Nesconset. Rent

includes a bartender.

For information, call or text 631-629-5632 (KofC)
or email council3958@gmail.com




Around
the
Parish

Pictured are: Fr. Brian
Barr’s visit to our parish
to lead us in Lenten
prayer and reflection, the
First Scrutiny for our
OCIA participants, and
Intramural Basketball.
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