
St. Patrick R.C. Church 
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York  11787 
631-265-2271   -   rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org 

“Christ with us.  Christ before us.  Christ behind us.” 

March 1, 2026—Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Pictured are: The OCIA Rite of Election at last Sunday’s 10:30 AM Mass, members of the Little Flowers Girls’ Club visit 
St. Therese of Lisieux in Montauk, the results of Monday’s snowstorm.  



Calling All  
St. Patrick School 

Alumni! 

This year our school celebrates 
its 60th Anniversary. We are very 
proud of our schoolôs history 
and, most of all, our alumni.  
Our 60th Anniversary celebration 
will begin at the St. Patrickôs 
Gala and continue through the 
year. If you attended St. Patrick 
School, we would love to hear 
from you. Please fill out the form 
to the right and return it to the 
St. Patrickôs Rectory, or fill out 
the form on the school website:  

https://spssmith.org 
 

A Lenten Reflection 

Mary Ward, that great Christian educator of the 17th century, used to tell her sisters: “Do your best and God will help.” 

The notion that God can and will help us in our predicaments is axiomatic to Biblical faith. It sets the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, the God made compassionate flesh in Christ Jesus, apart from the Unmoved Mover of philosophy. 

Psalm 90 begins with the verse: “He who dwells within the help of the Most High.” God’s help, says Bernard, may 
indeed be called a habitat in as much as it forms a sustaining reality within which we can live, move, and have our 
being. God’s help is not occasional to us; it is not an emergency service we call out now and then, when a house is 
burning or someone has been hit by a car, the way we might dial 999. 

But what about occasions when God-fearing people cry out to heaven but get no perceptible response, hearing only 
the desolate echo of their own voice? 

The Scriptural type of such plight is Job, whose majestic book can be approached as a symphony in three movements, 
going from a visceral Lament through an exposition of Menace to a wholly surprising experience of Grace.  

Job refuses to accept his friends’ rationalizations. He refuses to posit that God is just working out sums in his life as if it 
were a balance sheet. Unhelped, he is determined to find God present in his affliction, calling out heroically: ‘If it is not 
he, who then is it?’ 

As believers we may at some level regard our religion as an insurance policy. Certain of subsisting within God’s help, 
we may think we are out of harm’s way. A world can seem to collapse if — when — harm strikes. How do I face trials 
which cause my carefully assembled, customized protective fencing to fall? Is my relationship with God one of barter, 
disposing me to follow, when things are hard, the counsel of Job’s hard-headed wife to ‘curse God and die’? Or do I 
live at greater depth? 

God can enable a new world to emerge after he has pulled down walls we thought were the world, walls within which 
we actually suffocated. 

To live within God’s help as St. Bernard would have us do is not to peddle securities. It is to pass through Lament and 
Menace in order to live graciously at a deeper level. 

You can find more of Bishop Varden’s reflections here: coramfratribus.com 

Each year during the season of Lent the Holy Father participates in a retreat with members of the Roman 
Curia. Pope Leo invited Bishop Erik Varden to preach this yearôs retreat. Below is an except Bishop 
Vardenôs Lenten reflection which he derived to the Holy Father and members of the Curia. 

https://www.congregatiojesu.org/our-history/mary-ward/


Masses for the Week 
Saturday, February 28th:  

  5:00 PM  Barbara Kinsella 

 Sunday, March 1st: 

  7:30 AM The McMullin &  
  Fitzpatrick Families (L & D) 
  9:00 AM Marie Eagers 
10:30 AM     Fermin Rivera Sr.  
12:00 PM   Jim DeMato 
  5:00 PM Multiple Intentions  

Monday, March 2nd: 

  6:45 AM   Edythe Jane Morrison 
  9:00 AM Isabel Santos 
12:10 PM Daniel Monaghan 
  7:30 PM Rosary Altar Society 

Tuesday, March 3rd: 

  6:45 AM   Frank Aurora 
  9:00 AM Theresa Del Guidice 
12:10 PM Martin A. Monahan 

Wednesday, March 4th: 

  6:45 AM William Sammon 
  9:00 AM Margaret & John Gilroy 
12:10  PM William Thomas Groody 

Thursday, March 5th: 

  6:45 AM     Stephen Preble 
  9:00 AM Dennis Cosban 
12:10 PM John P. Garvey (L) 

Friday, March 6th: 

  6:45 AM       Robert Fery 
  9:00 AM       The Darmanin Family (L) 
12:10 PM      Karen Mack 

Saturday, March 7th:  

  9:00 AM  *Multiple Intentions 
  5:00 PM  Lucy Salsano 

 Sunday, March 8th: 

  7:30 AM Jack Rolston 
  9:00 AM Christine Zaikian Maas 
10:30 AM     Pat Rescigno 
12:00 PM   Fr. Harold Noviello 
  5:00 PM **Multiple Intentions  

*Francesca Lombardo, Joseph Muno, Jacques Sylvestre,  
  Barbara Postel, Lillia Sollo, Theresa Handibode 

**John W. Towler, Janet Dunlop, Fineta Tencic,  
   Theresa Fisher (L), The Ferguson Family, Helen LaSalle 

St. Patrick Church 

hǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ 
wŜǾΦ aǎƎǊΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎbŀƳŀǊŀΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

wŜǾΦ [ƻǳƛǎ /ƻƴŀΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
wŜǾΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ hƪƻȅŜΣ Lƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 

wŜǾΦ {ŀƴǘƘƻǎƘ aŀǘƘŜǿΣ Lƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
5ŜŀŎƻƴ WŜǊǊȅ wŜŘŀ 

aǊǎΦ wŜōŜŎŎŀ 5ŀǊƳŀƴƛƴΣ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ  
aǊǎΦ tŜƎƎȅ {ƻǾƛŜǊƻΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

aǎΦ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ tŀǊƛǎƘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 
aǎΦ /ƛƴŘȅ aŀǊǎƘΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎ 
wŜŎǘƻǊȅ - нср-ннтм 

wŜŎǘƻǊȅ CŀȄ - усо-мрус 
tŀǊƛǎƘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǎǘǇŀǘǊƛŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǘƻǿƴΦƻǊƎ 

hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ - нср-нссу 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ - тнп-тпрп 

{ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭ - тнп-лнур 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ - ǎǇǎǎƳƛǘƘΦƻǊƎ 
¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ - осл-лмур 

tŀǊƛǎƘ 9Ƴŀƛƭ - ǊŜŎǘƻǊȅϪǎǘǇŀǘǊƛŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǘƻǿƴΦƻǊƎ 
hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎΥ wŜŎǘƻǊȅ ф !a ǘƻ тΥол  taΣ aƻƴΦτ¢ƘǳǊǎΦ 

CǊƛŘŀȅ ф !a ǘƻ с ta 
ф !a ǘƻ п ta {ŀǘΦΣ мл !a ǘƻ м taΣ {ǳƴΦ 

tŀǊƛǎƘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΥ фΥмр !a ǘƻ оΥлл taΣ aƻƴΦ-CǊƛΦ 
¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ ф !a ǘƻ о taΣ aƻƴΦ- CǊƛΦ  

wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ ф !a ǘƻ оΥол taΣ  aƻƴΦ- ¢ƘǳǊǎΦ 

tŀǊƛǎƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ 
.ŜǊŜŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘΥ /ŀƭƭ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ нср-нссу 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΥ  мǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΦΣ тΥлл ta Σ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

ŎŘŀмтлнǎƳƛǘƘǘƻǿƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
/ƘƻƛǊΥ ¢ƘǳǊǎΦ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ тΥол  ta 

YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΥ нƴŘ ϧ пǘƘ ¢ǳŜǎΦΣ уta 
YƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ [ŀŘƛŜǎ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ Υ  

нƴŘ {ŀǘΦ млΥол  !a ςмн ta 
[ŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΥ ¢ǳŜǎΦ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ фΥол !a 

bƻŎǘǳǊƴŀƭ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΥ оǊŘ  {ŀǘΦ ŦǊƻƳ ф ta-т!a 
hΦ/ΦLΦ!Φ όhǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ Lƴƛǝŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ŘǳƭǘǎύΤ нср-ннтм 

tǊƻ-[ƛŦŜ wƻǎŀǊȅΥ оǊŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ мнΥмл ta aŀǎǎ 
{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΤ нƴŘ  ²ŜŘΦΣ м taΣ  сом-нпм-опмр 

{ǘΦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇΣ ¢ǳŜǎΦ м  ǘƻ н  taΣ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 

This Sunday, March 1st, is 
Hospitality Sunday! Please join us in 
Canning Hall following the 9:00 AM 
and 10:30 AM Masses for coffee, 
tea, pastries and bagels. Best of all, 
come and enjoy the company of your 
fellow St. Patrick parishioners! 

Itôs Hospitality Sunday! 

Adoration Time Change 

Our Friday Adoration which takes 
place in the Quiet Place Chapel in the 
Msgr. Walden Parish Center, will now 
be held from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM 
(rather than 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM.) 



 

St. Patrick Church 

Mass Times 

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM           
Saturday:  9:00 AM, and 5:00 PM                            

Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM      
     Sunday:   7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM   

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  from 3:45 to 4:45 PM    

Sunday:  from 8:15 to 8:45 AM 

Monday:  6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass 
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory  

Marriage 
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory  
at least six months before the desired wedding date. 

Baptisms 
For information, go to 

www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday 

 For one hour following 12:10 PM Mass 

Nocturnal Adoration  
Third Saturday of the month  

Friday Exposition 
Parish Center Chapel 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites 
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for 
any intention by contacting Linda at 
giftaproliferose@gmail.com or call 
631-521-1496. 

Pro-Life Rose 

Your participation helps bring a greater awareness 
of the sacredness of all human life, especially the 
unborn. The cost is $10. 

Bread & Wine Memorial 

To reserve the Altar Bread and Wine 
for a weekly memorial in celebration 
or honor of a loved one, please call 
Diane Sperzel at 631/265-3307. A 
$50 offering includes a bulletin 
announcement and a memorial card 
sent to the family. 

St. Patrick Parish  
Social Ministry 

The Altar Bread and Wine 
is dedicated this week 
in loving memory of 
Theresa HandibodeΦ 

 

Rosary 
Recitation of the Rosary on Mondays  

following the 12:10 PM Mass 

Rosary Makers 

Third Friday of the month from  
7:00 to 9:00 PM in the Parish Center 

Pro-Life Prayers 
Third Tuesday of the Month following  

the 12:10 PM Mass.  
Catholic Daughters Meeting 

Thursday, March 5th 

Project Warmth  

Are you having difficulty paying for heating costs due to 
unforeseen circumstances? Project Warmth, a program 
made available through the United Way, may be able to 
assist you with a one-time benefit. There are no income 
eligibility guidelines for Project Warmth. A confidential 
application can be made through the Parish Outreach 
office. Please call 631-265-2668, Monday–Friday, 9:30 
AM to 2:30 PM for further information. Please 
rememberéall inquiries are confidential. 

 

Lenten Blood Drive 

St. Patrick’s will be holding a Lenten 
Blood Drive, Thursday, March 19th, 
from 1:30 to 7:30 PM, in St. Patrick’s 
Gym. Students from St. Patrick School 
who bring in donors will receive a N.U.T. 
pass (out of uniform pass.) All 
participating donors will receive a coupon for a slice of 
pizza from the PIZZERIA in Smithtown. During this 
season of Lent, please consider giving the ultimate gift 
of life saving blood. For more information and to sign up, 
please contact Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668, call 
MaryEllen McCrossen at 631-469-0989 or use the QR 
code found on the flyer in the bulletin. God Bless You! 

Our Catholic Daughters will hold their next 
meeting on Thursday, March 5th at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Center Small Meeting 
Room. CDA members will pray a decade 
of the rosary in the Quiet Place Chapel, 
followed by a presentation from one of our 
priests. The meeting will include 
discussion regarding the spring election.  

Fasting of the body is food for the soul. 

                           ðSt. John Chrysostom  



t!wL{I aL{{LhbΥ  a!w/I нƴŘ  ς  пǘƘ 

Join us as Fr. HUGH GILLESPIE, SMM leads us in our Lenten Mission.  
  

Fr Gillespie is a Montfort Missionary and is the Acting Director of Our Lady of the Island Shrine in  
Manorville. 
     Monday, March 2nd:  7:00 PM in the CHURCH (Rosary followed by Mass ǿƛǘƘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴύ 
  Tuesday, March 3rd:  7:00 PM in the CHURCH (Rosary followed by Mission Talk) 
       Wednesday, March 4th: 7:00 PM in the CHURCH (Rosary followed by Mission Talk) 
 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ сǘƘΥ      {¢!¢Lhb{ hC ¢I9 /wh{{ 
 мнΥпр ta  ϧ  тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I  Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus. 
 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ млǘƘΥ    9±9bLbD tw!¸9w ϧ w9C[9/¢Lhb .¸ CwΦ .wL!b .!ww
 тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I   Join us for a reflection by Fr. Brian Barr. 

 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ моǘƘΥ      {¢!¢Lhb{ hC ¢I9 /wh{{ 
 мнΥпр ta  ϧ  тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I  Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus. 
  
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ мтǘƘ     MASS:  PATRONAL FEAST OF ST. PATRICK  
 тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I   Join us for Mass as we honor this great saint. 
 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ мфǘƘΥ    MASS:  FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH  
 тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I   Join us for Mass as we honor this great saint.  
  
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нлǘƘΥ      {¢!¢Lhb{ hC ¢I9 /wh{{ 
 мнΥпр ta  ϧ  тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I  Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus. 
  
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нпǘƘΥ    ¢ƻ ōŜ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ 
 тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I    
 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нтǘƘΥ      {¢!¢Lhb{ hC ¢I9 /wh{{ 
 мнΥпр ta  ϧ  тΥол ta ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I  Meditate upon the Passion and Death of Jesus. 
  
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ олǘƘΥ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I  w9/hb/L[L!¢Lhb ahb5!¸ 
 нΥлл ta ς пΥлл ta ϧ сΥлл ta ς фΥлл ta Confessors will be available throughout this time in 

               every Parish in the NY area.  Come and be reconciled to God 
through Confession. 

 

Lenten Offerings 

Save Lives this Lent 

During this Lenten season, you can be a lifesaver. Please join in our 40 Days for Life efforts on Tuesdays and 
please consider donating  blood in our Lenten Blood Drive. More information on pages 7 & 8 in this bulletin.  



 



HELP SAVE LIVES IN SMITHTOWN! 
Please Join St. Patrick’s Parish Lenten Project! 

You can help protect mothers and children by 
joining this worldwide mobilization to pray and 
fast for an end to abortion!  

Through prayer and fasting, peaceful vigils, and 
community outreach, 40 Days for Life has 
inspired over 1,000,000 volunteers! 

With God’s help, here are the proven results 
from campaigns in 71 nations: 

26,144 babies saved from abortion 

275 abortion workers quit 

184 abortion centers closed  

More info.: 40DFLsmithtown@gmail.com 

Free Pregnancy Help: 631-656-0441 

 

Here’s how to take part in our 40 Days for 
Life prayer campaign. St. Patrick’s is trying 
to cover Tuesdays, but any day is fine. 

Prayer Vigil ï pray on sidewalk in front of 
Planned Parenthood building, 70 Maple Ave., 
Smithtown. (Park in CVS parking lot, corner 
of Main St. & Maple Ave.) For info or to 
sign up: go to: 

40dflsmithtown@gmail.com or 
40daysforlife.com/Smithtown 

Feb. 18 – March 29.  7:00 AM to 7:00 PM 

Pray – at St. Patrick’s Eucharistic Adoration/ 
Holy Hours or at home 

Fast and Sacrifice as health permits  

40daysforlife.com/Smithtown  

mailto:40DFLsmithtown@gmail.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com/cityname


Giving Made Easy 

Venmo users can now donate  
to our church through Venmo! 

Our Knights of Columbus invite you 
to join them on Fridays during Lent 
from for Lenten dinners. Come enjoy 
great food and fellowship. Meals will 
be served from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. 
Dinner price: $15. 

The Knights Hall is located at  
199 Smithtown Blvd. in Nesconset. 

  

Our Knights of Columbus 
Invite You to Join Them for 

Friday Evening  
Lenten Dinners 



A
U
G
U
S 
T 

 

Fr. Jaison will be taking a new position as associate pastor at St. Aidan’s Parish in Williston 

Park and Deacon Matt is headed to St. Thomas More in Hauppauge. Please come and thank 

them for all their hard work for our parish.  

Around the Parish 

Pictured are: The OCIA Rite 
of Welcome, the Little 
Flowers Girls’ Club’s visit to 
St. Therese of Lisieux in 
Montauk, and the results of 
last Monday’s snowstorm.  


