
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick R.C. Church 
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York  11787 
631-265-2271   -   rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org 

ñChrist with us.  Christ before us.  Christ behind us.ò 

 November 17, 2024ðThirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

п 

 

 

Honoring our Vets, Parish Clean Up, and a Very Special Confirmation 

Last week we honored our veterans. St. Patrick School honored its veterans and their families at the 9:00 AM Mass on 
Friday, November 8th (photos 1 & 2), and veterans from our parish were honored at all Masses on Saturday evening 
and Sunday (photos 3 & 4). On Sunday afternoon, parishioners gathered for another Parish Clean Up (photos 5-8), and 
at the Sunday 10:30 AM Mass parishioner Elena Gruber was received into the Catholic Church and received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation from her son, Fr. Lukas Gruber, a priest in the Diocese of Ogdensburg (photos 9-11). 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As we gather on this 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, we reflect on Pope Francisôs designation of this day 
as the ñWorld Day of the Poor,ò established in 2016. This day calls us to deepen our commitment to serve 
those in need and live out the Gospel through compassion and empathy. 

On this special day, I am reminded of my own familyôs journey. My parents arrived here from Ireland in 
1956, bringing with them three children and a spirit of resilience and faith, I was the seventh child. They 
left their homeland seeking a better life and trusted in Godôs providence as they settled into a new 
country. Their story, like so many others, is a reminder of the courage it takes to start anew, often with 
very little. It brings to mind the dignity, strength, and value of those who might be struggling in our 
community today. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to extend a hand to those who may feel lost or burdened. Christ 
reminds us, ñWhatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
meò (Matthew 25:40). Let us be a community that uplifts one another, recognizing the face of Christ in all 
we encounter. 

In this spirit, our parish is once again organizing the Reach for a Star giving program this Advent Season. 
I invite each of you to participate, carrying forward our faith in both word and deed. 

Thank you for your ongoing generosity and compassion. May Christôs love inspire us to be instruments of 
His peace and mercy. 

 

With blessings, 

Deacon Matt 

From the Desk of  Deacon Matt 

THANK YOU! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank  all 
those who helped with the celebration of my 40th 
anniversary as a priest: Becky, our bulletin 
secretary who did an outstanding job with the 
picture display, the Knights of Columbus, Helen 
Murray and her Hospitality Committee crew, Ed  
De Rose, Rebecca Darmanin, Marie Mortimer and 
the school families, Dcn Jerry Reda and the many 
unsung heroes not mentioned here.  
 
I would also like to thank the following parishioners 
who helped out with the Parish Clean-up:  Jennifer, 
Michael, and Emma Katopodis, Stephanie, Jeff 
Principe and Christina Principe, John Falcone, 
Joan Dabalsky, Nick Novellino, Jeff Mortimer, Joe 
Soriano, John Dina, Tom Nasiatka, Alan ñThe 
Voiceò Eppers, Ed Carlson, Fr. Lou and our always 
faithful photographer, Dawn. I especially want to 
thank our Knights of Columbus Council for all their 
help. 



Masses for the Week 

Saturday, November 16th: 

 5:00 PM John & Margaret Gilroy 
 8:00 PM Vincent Benintendi 

 Sunday, November 17th: 

  7:30 AM Ralph Marciante 
  9:00 AM William McLoughlin 
10:30 AM   Gregory Stanger 
12:00 PM Richard R. Cosgrove 
  5:00 PM Arnold Liben 

Monday, November 18th: 

  6:45 AM David Vallone 
  9:00 AM  Paul Gorton 
12:10 AM Debra DiBella 
  7:30 PM Vincent Monahan 

Tuesday, November 19th:  

  6:45 AM Celeste Patton 
  9:00 AM Michael Martin Regan 
12:10 PM Theresa Gorman 

Wednesday, November 20th: 

  6:45 AM Loretta Mildenberger 
  9:00 AM Phillis & Peter Perrone & Sons 
12:10 PM Bert McNeill 

Thursday, November 21st:  

 6:45 AM Marguerite Sarda 
 9:00 AM Joseph Surace 
12:10 PM Jacqueline M. Jerome 

Friday, November 22nd: 

  6:45 AM Joy Ellen Donnelly 
  9:00 AM Theresa Gorman 
12:10 PM Edward Ribaudo 

Saturday, November 23rd: 

 9:00 AM  *Multiple Intentions 
 5:00 PM Edward J. Sperzel 
 8:00 PM Betty & Tony Cappa 

 Sunday, November 24th: 

  7:30 AM Joseph Iafe 
  9:00 AM Theresa Sagristano 
10:30 AM   Ann Marie Robinson 
12:00 PM Ann P. OôHara 
  5:00 PM Vito Giovanniello 

Treasure 

Communal Offering for November 10th: $25,138.50. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
(Totals do not include donations made through Faith 
Direct). 

St. Patrick Church  

hǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ 
wŜǾΦ aǎƎǊΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎbŀƳŀǊŀΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
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wŜǾΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ hƪƻȅŜΣ Lƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
5ŜŀŎƻƴ WŜǊǊȅ wŜŘŀ 

5ŜŀŎƻƴ aŀǧƘŜǿ CŀǳƎƘƴŀƴ 
aǊǎΦ wŜōŜŎŎŀ 5ŀǊƳŀƴƛƴΣ {ŎƘƻƻƭ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ  
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/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎ 
wŜŎǘƻǊȅ - нср-ннтм 
wŜŎǘƻǊȅ CŀȄ - усо-мрус 

tŀǊƛǎƘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǎǘǇŀǘǊƛŎƪǎƳƛǘƘǘƻǿƴΦƻǊƎ 
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tŀǊƛǎƘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ 
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ŎŘŀǎƳƛǘƘǘƻǿƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
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{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΤ нƴŘ  ²ŜŘΦΣ м taΣ  сом-нпм-опмр 

*James Reid, Margret Balogh, Pierce & Louise Pasquini, 
  Andre & Georgette Sarda, Thomas E. Newman, For the  
  People of the Parish Are You On Our  

Parish Email List? 

Our parish stays in touch with 
parishioners via email concerning 
important announcements, our 
Christmas, Easter  and holy day 

schedules, reflections from our priests and more. Learn 
more about what is going on in our parish by joining our 
parish email list. If you would like to join, just email us at:  

rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org 



St. Patrick Parish  
Social Ministry  

St. Patrick Church  

Mass Times 

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM           
Saturday:  9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM                            

Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM      
     Sunday:   7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM   

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  from 3:45 to 4:45 PM    

Sunday:  from 8:15 to 8:45 AM 

Monday:  6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass 
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory  

Marriage 
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory  
at least six months before the desired wedding date. 

Baptisms 
For information, go to 

www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Thursday 

 For one hour following 12:10 PM Mass 

Nocturnal Adoration  
Third Saturday of the month  
starting after the 8 PM Mass 

Prayers for the Nation 
First Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM 

Pro-Life Holy Hour 
Third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM 

Candlelight Rosary & Adoration 
 First Wednesday of the month 

7:00 PM Rosary, 7:30 PM Adoration  
in Parish Center Chapel 

Friday Exposition 
Parish Center Chapel 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

Pro-Life Rose 

St. Patrickôs Pro-Life Family invites 
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for 
any intention by contacting Linda at 
giftaproliferose@gmail.com or call 
631-521-1496. 

Your participation helps bring a greater awareness of 
the sacredness of all human life, especially the unborn. 
The cost is $10. 

To arrange a memorial for Al-
tar Bread and Wine, please 
call Diane Sperzel at 265-
3307. Donation for the week is 
$50. Cards will be sent to the 
family. 

Bread & Wine  
Memorial 

The Altar Bread and Wine 
is dedicated this week 
in loving memory of 
Richard Tornello.  

 

Stop & Shopôs Bloominô 4 Good Program 
 
The Smithtown Stop & Shop will be helping our Parish 
Outreach ministry during the month of November by 
donating one dollar for every ñBloominô 4 Goodò Bouquet 
purchased during the month of November. Please take 
this opportunity to spread some seasonal joy with the 
purchase of a bouquet and support the many families 
assisted by Parish Outreach at the same time.  

Buy a Bouquet 
Help those in Need 

Holiday Volunteers  Needed 

Our annual Christmas project, ñReach for a 
Star,ò is in need of volunteers. The trees will 
once again be located in the church. In 
December,  we need help with tree 
coverage, sorting gifts on the altar and 
transporting gifts from the altar to the Parish 
Outreach office.  Our program has been 
very successful due to all of you who have volunteered in 
the past.  We urge you to sign up now by calling Outreach 
at 631-265-2668.  This is truly a labor of love.  

Multiple  Sclerosis Navigator Program 

The Multiple Sclerosis Navigator provides support for 
people affected by multiple  sclerosis.  It helps those 
individuals connect to resources as unique as their 
needs, such as: Newly diagnosed support, Advanced 
care needs, Finance and resource issues, Family 
support, Symptom and treatment strategies, Employment  
and insurance challenges.  For  further information email  
ContactUsNMSS@nmss.org or call 1-800-344-4867. 

This weekôs Pro-Life Rose 
is dedicated this week 
in loving memory of 
Richard Tornello.  
From Mom & Angela. 

mailto:ContactUsNMSS@nmss.org


   

Catholic Daughtersô  
Fundraising Raffle 
This Saturday & Sunday,  
November 16th & 17th 

This weekend, our Catholic Daughters will be selling tickets for 
beautiful raffle baskets after our Masses to support various charities.  

Drawings will take place after the 12:00 Noon Mass on Sunday, 
November 17th and baskets will be available for pick up at the Msgr. 

Walden Parish Center that afternoon.       

Be sure to stop by after Mass to purchase a raffle chance to support the charitable 
works of our Catholic Daughters.                                        

Join With Members  

of Your Parish Family 

Thanksgiving Day 

Thursday, November 28th 

at 10:00 AM in our church 

(This will be the only Mass of the day.) 

You are invited to gather with your parish family on Thanksgiving Day. Please bring a non-

perishable food item to share with those in need. Items will be brought up during the offertory 

procession as a sign of our gratitude for our blessings. Families are also invited to bring bread and 

wine which will be served on their Thanksgiving tables for a special blessing.  

Catholic Faith Network (CFN) broadcasts live religious services, 
talk shows, devotional programs, educational programming, 
entertainment, and children's programs. It also presents coverage 
of special events at the Vatican and of papal journeys. CFN is 
available on Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon Fios TV channel 
296, and Charter Spectrum channel 162/471 in our area, as well as 
select cable and satellite systems nationwide. CFN offers an on-
demand library of original programming and a 24/7 live stream. The 
Catholic Faith Network app is available on Apple TV, Amazon Fire 
TV, Android TV and Roku. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City


 

Religious Formation 

Al Wickenheiser from LPi, our bulletin printer, will be securing 
new ads for our church in the coming weeks.  As a valuable 
member of the business community, we invite you to expand 
your reach and grow your business with a print ad in our parish 

bulletin and/or a digital ad featured on ParishesOnline.com. 

For Ads Contact: Al Wickenheiser 
mobile: 917-439-5342 
office:   216-325-6825 x6409 
email:   awickenheiser@4lpi.com 

For information on our Religious Formation 
program, email rfc@stpatricksmithtown.org or 
call 631-724-7454. 

 
Level 3ðThere will be a Level 3  Liturgy this Sunday, 
November 17th at the 9:00 AM Mass. 
Level 4ðThere will be a Level 4 Liturgy on Sunday, 
November 24th at the 9:00 AM Mass 
Level 7ðThere will be a Level 7 Sponsor Meetings on 
Wednesday, December 4th at 7:30 PM and on Saturday, 
December 14th at 9:00 AM. Both meeting will take place 
in the Parish Center Large Meeting Room.  
Level 8ðThe Level 8 Recommitment Liturgy will be on 
Monday, November 25th at the 7:30 PM Mass 

St. Patrickõs 

A host of economic factors have led to 
an increasing number of requests for 
help from our Parish Outreach office. 
We thank you for your generous 
donations to our food pantry which 
have helped us to keep pace. Another 
easy way to help struggling families is 
to contribute to our Poor Boxes, 

located at the exits of our church. All donations, small and 
large, will be a big help to families in need.  
 

A Way to Help 
Families in Need 

The needy will never be lacking in the land; that is why I 
command you to open your hand to the poor and needy 
kinsman in your country.ð Deuteronomy 15:11 

St. Patrickôs  
Pro-Life Holy Hour 
Tuesday, November 19th 

from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in our church 

Exposition   -   Pro-Life Prayers   -   Rosary 

    Meditation   -   Benediction 

Join us in praying for the most vulnerable among us. 

Cub Scout  
Christmas Wreath Sale! 

Members of Cub Scout Troop 163 will 
be selling Christmas wreaths after 
Masses on Saturday, December 7th 
after the 5:00 PM Mass and Sunday, 

December 8th after the 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 AM 
Masses. 

Letôs support our scouts! 

mailto:awickenheiser@4lpi.com


 

     As we prepare for Thanksgiving and begin gearing up for the Christmas, it is a happy, hectic time for most. But for 
those struggling financially, it can be a stark reminder of the heavy burden of economic hardship. It brings additional 
stress and feelings of deprivation. Thankfully, it is also a time when the generosity of St. Patrick parishioners is quite 
evident. 
     Our Parish Outreach Office coordinates three major projects to help those in need this time of year. The first is our 
Thanksgiving Basket program, where the makings of a Thanksgiving meal are prepared and delivered to those 
unable to afford a holiday meal. Second is our Reach for a Star program where parishioners take stars with gift 
requests written on them off Christmas trees placed in the church, purchase the gifts, and return them to the church. 
The gifts are then delivered to families in need just before Christmas. And finally, our Christmas Basket program 
provides the makings of a Christmas dinner to struggling families. It is all an enormous undertaking, but a much 
needed one.  
     Parish Outreach Director Dianne Williams and scores of volunteers help pull everything together, but Dianne is 
quick to send the credit back to St. Patrick parishioners. 
     ñOur parishioners, enable us to assist many people who live within our parish boundaries and who have come 
upon difficult times for a variety of reasons. Unemployment, health issues, single parenthood, mental illness, aging 
issues, etc. can quickly send any family into a financial tailspin,ò Dianne said. ñAll those who enter our Outreach office 
are treated with dignity, respect, and most importantly, the assurance of their confidentiality. It is our privilege to serve 
the parishioners of St. Patrickôs and experience the love of Christ in action.ò 
     The generosity of our parishioners also reaches beyond our parish boundaries. ñThere are many parishes within 
our diocese that have great needs and are not as blessed as we are in terms of donations,ò Dianne said. ñOur 
resources are such that we are able to regularly share our bounty with other Outreach offices. Every food item, 
monetary gift or Christmas gift donated to our Parish Outreach will find its way to a family who needs it, even if it is a 
family outside of our parish.ò 
     This year Parish Outreach will be providing Thanksgiving baskets to approximately 80 families. Christmas Baskets 
are provided to approximately 90 families each year. Our Reach for a Star program has provided more than 2,500 
gifts to those in need annually. As Dianne explains, ñpeople try to manage on their own, but as the holiday 
approaches, they realize that they cannot provide a holiday meal for their family. It is then they will come to us 
seeking assistance. We are blessed to be able to provide for these families even at the last minute.ò  
     Next weekend our Reach for a Star program begins. Often the gift requests on the stars are very basic items such 
as clothing or even diapers. Many families with teenagers request gifts cards to facilitate clothing size issues and the 
specific tastes of their child. ñI think we all know how difficult it can be to shop for a teen,ò Dianne said. Outreach also 
encourages families with children to request ñfun itemsò or toys.  
    So to all those who have the resources to help again this year, please do so. And to all those who need a helping 
hand, please do not hesitate to contact our Parish Outreach office. We are, after all, your parish family. 

 
How you can help: 

¶ Donate non-perishable food items to the Parish Outreach bins in the church or directly to the Outreach 
Pantry (between the hours of 9:15 AM and 3:00 PM on weekdays).Ŀ Donations of supermarket gift cards 
are also quite helpful. 

¶ Participate in our Reach for a Star Program (details on the previous page) 

¶ Donate financially to Reach for a Star (envelopes included in the monthly envelope packet) 

¶ Pray! - Many families in our parish could use your prayers.   

Letôs Share Our Christmas Joy! 



 

GY SGT Bradley Baran 

LT Michael R. Beggins,, EOD, U.S. Navy 

LT Christopher  Beirne, U.S. Army 

E6 Christopher Bobrowski 

Pfc Christopher Bonenfant, USMC 

PV1 Michael A. Brescia 

SSgt Sarah L. Brown, USAF 

CPT John C. Burk, U.S. Army 

PVT Douglas Butera 

LT CMDR Alex Buschor, USN       

SGT John P. Byrne 

Cpl. Claude Castille 

Capt. Matthew James Correa USAF 

Capt. Sarah Kristin Correa, USAF 

Sgt Eric J. Coyne, Air Force 

LCpl. Richard Dekanchuk, USMC 

PVT Patrick Fagan                  

LTC Andrew Fetherston 

LTC Kristin Fetherston 

LT John Joseph Foley 

MM1 Stephen P. Foster 

SGT James Fowler 

CPT David Geller  

Lt. Salvatore DiGiacomo, USAF 

CPT Bret Guglielmi 

MAJ Thomas Hanifen 

CPT Erin Hayde 

MAJ Ryan Hayde 

Senior Master SPvt. Donald Henley 

Kyle Higgins 

CPT Michael Huggins 

WO Christopher Kaminsky 

SSgt. Travis Kendall, Air Force 

A1C Jacob Kendall, Air Force 

Cpl. Michael J. Knipper, US Marines 

LCpl. Kurt Kusterbeck. US Marines 

Pfc. Connor Russ Lang, US Army 

SPC Andrew Steven Lawler, US Army 

Michael Lockwood, US Army 

SGT Patricia Heikkila  

MAJ Timothy MacGinley 

Cpl. Vincent Martinelli 

Seaman Ronald Martiny, USN 

Cassandra McCarthy, US Army 

SGT Kyle T. McCarthy, US Army 

2nd Lt. Matthew McMillan, US Army 

ESN Jill Melvin, US Navy 

LtJG Kyle Melvin, U.S. Navy 

LT Anthony Mercado 

COL John K. Meehan. US Army 

SPC Edward Meraglia 

COL Mark Nordstrom 

SFC Philip Nordstrom 

1LT Joel Nordstrom 

Lt. Kristen Noviello, USMC 

PFC Jorge Rostra Obando 

LCpl Sondra Nowack, USMC 

Sgt August R. Oetting, III, USMC 

SFC Thomas OõCarroll 

Capt. Daniel J. OõSullivan, USAF 

Stephen Outcault, USMC 

Pvt. Vincent Patrizio 

Cpl Brian Plunkett, USMC 

LCpl Jean Prou 

SFC William Pullar, Jr. 

SGT Andrew Rea 

Lt. Brian Patrick Reardon, MP 

Private Eric Roehrig 

SGT Michael William Rousseau 

Cpl. Patrick Sheridan 

PFC Richard N. Silecchio 

SF1 Corey Slattery 

SSG Zachary A. Small 

LCDR Christian Stanco, USCG 

LT COL Marc Stanco, USAF 

SPC Edward Stephenson 

Timothy Sweeney, Navy Seals 

GEN Kenneth E. Tovo 

LT Amanda J. Towey EDO USN 

GySgt Matthew Vergara 

GySgt Richard Derek Vergara 

Senior Chief Kenneth Virgilio EOD USN 

PO1 Steven Virgilio, EOD, USN 

GM1Class Instr. James W. Vigliotti 

Cpt. Veronica Williams, U.S. Army 

Please Pray for Our Parishioners  
Serving in the Military & Their Families 

Thank You to Our Veterans! 

Last week our parish and school honored our veterans.  



 

May God bless all our veterans for their service and sacrifice. 



 

   

м 

A Spirit of Giving 
Whether itôs giving of their time or giving 
of their resources, St. Patrick parishioners 
are a generous group. Parishioners are 
seen here, sprucing up our parish 
grounds, donating food items for the 
Hiberniansô food drive, and transporting 
them to Parish Outreach. 


