
St. Patrick R.C. Church 
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York  11787 
631-265-2271   -   rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org 

“Christ with us.  Christ before us.  Christ behind us.” 

 Sunday, May 5, 2024—Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Mass Times 
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM           

Saturday:  9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM                            
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM      
     Sunday:   7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM   

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass 
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month  

starting after the 8 PM Mass 
Prayers for the Nation, first Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM 

Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM 
Candlelight Rosary & Adoration, first Wednesday of the month, 

7:00 PM Rosary, 7:30 PM Adoration 
Friday Exposition, Parish Center Chapel 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  from 3:45 to 4:45 PM    
Sunday:  from 8:15 to 8:45 AM 

Monday:  6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass 
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory  

Marriage 
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory  

at least six months before the desired wedding date. 

Baptisms 
For information, go to 

www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism 

 First Holy Communions Continue—Last weekend our First Holy Communions continued. Congratulations to 
all our First Communicants and their families. 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I wanted everyone to be aware of a new initiative of the Diocese and Catholic Health. The new FIAT Pregnancy 
Support Program at Catholic Health, in partnership with the Diocese of Rockville Centre, has established a 
dedicated help line to assist callers to choose life when facing a pregnancy with unexpected or difficult 
circumstances. The Help Line is available 24 hours a day, 7 days per week, 365 days of the year to any woman 
regardless of age, religion, immigration status or ability to pay. The FIAT phone number is: 

 
631-476-LOVE (5683) 

 
I would like everyone to be aware of this resource and be able to help young women in need. We need to let 
women know they are not alone; there is help and support! 

We are also in the midst of “First Holy Communion” season. Over 175 young boys and girls will be receiving Jesus 
for the first time over the next 6 weeks. Please keep our First Holy Communion candidates in your prayers during 
this time. Pray that these children will open their hearts to the grace of Eucharist and that their parents will be 
faithful in bringing their children to church for Mass on Sunday to receive the Lord Jesus in Holy Communion. 

As we pray for our children, the theme of Holy Communion is one that we should reflect upon ourselves. We call 
Sunday the “day of the Lord” because it was on Sunday that Jesus rose from the dead. In addition, Sunday is also 
called the “day of the Church” because in the Sunday Eucharistic celebration, the Christian community finds her 
reason for its existence; at the Sunday Eucharist, the Christian community grows and matures and helps us to 
become the saints that God created us to be. 

For those of us who are of a certain age, we remember the “Blue Laws;” these laws still exist in many parts of the 
country. The “Blue Laws” enshrined that Sunday was a day of rest, so no stores were open. No organized sports 
were played either. Sunday was a day of prayer/worship, family and rest. Now, Sundays are busier than other days 
of the week!  Thus, it is harder to get Mass on Sunday. But it is not impossible!   

Our faithfully going to mass on Sunday is our way of saying “thank you” to God who sent his Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to become one of us.  Jesus loved us so much that He willingly died on the cross for us. When we come to 
Mass on Sunday, it is our way of saying “thank you” to God for all the wonderful things He has done for us.  Let us 
never forget to thank the Lord for dying on the Cross for us. 

The early Christian martyrs proclaimed before their deaths under the Emperor Diocletian: “Without Sunday, we 
cannot live.”  I hope and pray that we all will have that same fervor regarding the reception of the Eucharist, Holy 
Communion.  

Remember:  Together, we can do something beautiful for God. 

 
In Christ, 
 

 
 
PS:  Don’t forget our Baby Bottle Campaign; the bottles are due this weekend. I hope we all support the Life 

Center in the great work they do for the unborn! 

A host of economic factors have led to an unprecedented number of requests for help 
from our Parish Outreach office. Your generous donations to our food pantry have 
helped us to keep pace. Another easy way to help struggling families is to contribute 
to our Poor Boxes, located at the exits of our church. All donations, small and large, 
will be a big help to families in need.  

 A Simple Way to Help Struggling Families 



Masses for the Week 
Saturday, May 4th: 

 5:00 PM Frank Dwyer 
 8:00 PM Joan A. Troiano 

 Sunday, May 5th: 

  7:30 AM Marie Menge 
  9:00 AM Victor & Maria Hoyos 
10:30 AM   Curt Hennig 
12:00 PM Anna Marie Cavaliere 
  5:00 PM Chuck Wagner & Emil Shadlich 

Monday, May 6th: 

  6:45 AM Maureen Murray 
  9:00 AM Carlos Rafael Toriblo 
12:10 PM Thomas J. Costello 
  7:30 PM Thomas Newman 

Tuesday, May 7th:  

  6:45 AM Josephine DiMichele 
  9:00 AM Thomas J. Costello 
12:10 PM Florence Maldari 

Wednesday, May 8th: 

  6:45 AM Angelo Roselli 
  9:00 AM James LaRosa 
12:10 PM Irene Olivant 
  7:30 PM (Vigil) Ronald Tavis Jr. & Sr.  

Thursday, May 9th—Ascension Thursday:  

 6:45 AM Dominic A. Marsicovetere 
 9:00 AM Jenny Zicaro 
12:10 PM Rita Taratunio 
  7:30 PM  People of the Parish 
 
Friday, May 10th: 

  6:45 AM  Leonilde Flammia 
  9:00 AM Marius Tafuro 
12:10 PM John R. Rowan 

Saturday, May 11th: 

 9:00 AM  *Multiple Intentions 
 5:00 PM Edward J. Sperzel 
 8:00 PM Richard Dennis Lyons 

 Sunday, May 12th: 

  7:30 AM Matthew Lonigro 
  9:00 AM Maureen Newman 
10:30 AM   Rita Walshe 
12:00 PM Alice Marie Germain 
  5:00 PM Mother’s Day Novena 

Our Pastoral Team 
Rev. Msgr. Brian McNamara, Pastor 

Rev. Louis Cona, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence 
Rev. Charles Okoye, In Residence 

Deacon Jerry Reda 
Deacon Matthew Faughnan 

Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager 
Mrs. Rebecca Darmanin, School Principal  

Ms. Emily Conboy, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4 

Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8 
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister 

Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator 

Contact Us 
Rectory - 265-2271 

Rectory Fax - 863-1586 
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org 

Outreach - 265-2668 
Religious Formation - 724-7454 

St. Patrick School - 724-0285 
School Website - spssmith.org 
Youth Community - 360-0185 

Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org 
Office Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 8 PM, Mon.—Thurs. 

Friday 9 AM to 7 PM 
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM, Sun. 

Parish Outreach: 9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon.- Fri.  

Religious Formation: 9 AM to 3:30 PM,  Mon.- Thurs. 

Parish Organizations 
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668 

Catholic Daughters:  1st Sunday., 11:30 AM , Parish Center 
Choir: Thurs. evening, 7:30  PM 

Columbiettes: 2nd  Sat. 10:30 AM 
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8PM 
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM 

Nocturnal Adoration Society: 3rd  Sat. from 9 PM-7AM 
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 12:30 PM , Parish Center 

O.C.I.A. (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults); 265-2271 
Something for Seniors; 2nd  Wed., 1 PM,  631-241-3415 

Treasure 

Communal Offering for April 28, 2024: $32,002.50. 
Offering for Corresponding Sunday 2023: $28,780.32. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

A Novena of Masses will be offered for all 
mothers, living and deceased, beginning 
on Mother’s Day, May 12th. All names 
returned will be placed on the altar during 
the Novena. Mother’s Day envelopes are 
included in this month’s envelope packet. 
A limited number of envelopes are also 
available at the rectory. 

Mother’s Day Novena 

*Herbert  Singer, William LaMarca, Michael Larkin, 
  Paul Gorton, Charles Hodder, For the People of the Parish 



   

The Pro-Life Rose is  
dedicated this week  

in thanks to God 
for the gift of Human Life! 

 

Religious Formation 

For more information on our Religious Formation 
program, call 631-724-7454 or email 
stpatsrfc@optonline.net. 

To arrange a memorial for 
Altar Bread and Wine, 
please call Diane Sperzel at 
265-3307. Donation for the 
week is $50. Cards will be 
sent to the family. 

Bread & Wine  
Memorial 

Your participation helps bring a greater awareness of 
the sacredness of all human life, especially the unborn. 
The cost is $10. 

St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites 
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for 
any intention by contacting Linda at 
giftaproliferose@gmail.com or call 
631-521-1496. 

Pro-Life Rose 

First Holy Communions  
Spring is a season of sacraments! Our First Holy 
Communions have begun. Below is a list of Masses 
during which First Holy Communions will take place:  

 
Saturday, May 4th   5:00 PM 
Sunday, May 5th 10:30 AM 
Saturday, May 18th   5:00 PM 
Sunday, May 19th 10:30 AM 
Sunday, May 19th 12:00 PM 
Sunday, May 26th   12:00 PM 

Confirmation is scheduled for Wednesday, May 
22nd. There will be no 12:10 PM Mass that day.  

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN 
FOR 2024-2025 

You can register and pay online! 

Returning Families: If you would like to REGISTER 
ONLINE, please go to our website. For students entering 
first grade September 2024 and all new students entering 
our parish this year, the necessary forms are on our 
website. Please download the New Student Registration 
Form AND the Registration 2024 form. 
In order to complete your registration, we ask you to mail 
both New Student Registration Form (one for each child) 
and Registration 2024 Form as well as your child(ren)’s 
Baptismal Certificate to: 

St. Patrick’s Religious Formation Office 
284 East Main Street 
Smithtown, NY 11787 

Registration 2024 – One Form per Family (download, print 
and fill in for mail in registration only) 
New Student Registration Form – One Form per New 
Child to program 
*****Please know that classes only become available 
when a volunteer Catechist comes forward to conduct it. 
All parents are urged to consider assisting us with our 
program in this capacity! Our volunteers are vital to the 
success of our Program!***** 

Be a Part of Our Amazing Choir! 

Would you like to be a part of a wonderful 
group of people who enjoy worshipping 
God with music at our 10:30 AM Sunday 
Mass? Consider joining our amazing choir. 
No audition necessary. Rehearsals take 
place on Thursday nights. 
For more information or to join, just speak 
to a choir member after the 10:30 Sunday 
Mass.  

Ushers Needed 

St. Patrick’s is need of ushers to assist at our Masses. 
Duties of our ushers include greeting people, taking up the 
collection, directing people as they receive Communion and 
return to their seats, and distribution of the church bulletin at 
the end of Mass. Ushers also accommodate the 
handicapped when needed and offer assistance if someone 
becomes ill or during an emergency.  
For more information, please speak to one of our ushers 
after Mass or call John Baldi at 631-487-0003. 

Masses for  
Ascension Thursday 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

Wednesday, May 8th 

7:30 PM Vigil 

Thursday, May 8th 
6:45 AM 
9:00 AM 

12:10 PM 
7:30 PM 



St. Patrick’s Parish 
 

Baby Bottle Campaign to benefit 
Life Center of Long island 

REMEMBER TO BRING IN  
THOSE BABY BOTTLES! 
Recently St. Patrick’s Parish 

kicked-off its Baby Bottle Campaign 

to benefit the Life Center. 

The weekend to bring those  
filled baby bottles in is: 

 

May 4th and May 5th  

The Life Center consults women and men who are experiencing an unexpected 
pregnancy. They provide free pregnancy test kits, free sonogram referrals, 
maternity housing with eligibility requirements referrals, medical care referrals, 
material aid, including car seats, cribs, clothing, diapers, and many other 
needed baby items. 

 

Remember, all it takes is your change in a baby bottle and a heartfelt prayer to 
make a BIG, POSITIVE DIFFERENCE for all those we serve.  

(Please make checks payable to the Life Center of L.I.) 

May every drop of a coin remind you to pray to save a preborn 
baby from abortion and give a mother the opportunity to hear the 

gospel of Jesus Christ! 



ANNUAL SPRING CAR SHOW 
SUNDAY, MAY 5TH 8 AM— 4 PM 
284 E MAIN ST. SMITHTOWN, NY 



St. Patrick Parish Social Ministry 

Food Pantry Needs 

Are you aware that SNAP benefits (Food Stamps) cannot be used to purchase some basic need items?  Toiletries, 
paper goods, and cleaning supplies are all necessary to our daily life and add a burden to struggling families 
budget.  Often people come to us in search of these items. Please keep us in mind when you are shopping.  
Presently we can use:  

 

                                Bar soap 

                                Tissues 

                                Toilet paper 

                                Toothpaste                                               

                                 Dish soap 

          

                                                                     

                                                    Thank you for your generosity. 

  

Free Health Screenings Mobile Outreach Bus 

The Community Outreach team of Catholic Health Services is pleased to offer free health screenings by a Catholic 
Health registered nurse.  The services for adults(18 or older) include, Blood pressure screening, BMI screening, 
simple blood test for cholesterol and glucose as well as health education and resources for those without 
insurance.  The bus will be at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, 20 Chestnut Street, Centereach NY 
on Wednesday May 8, 2024 from 10am to 2pm 

Chunky soup                                                                                                                 

Cookies 

Ketchup 

Paper towels 

Jelly 

Mayo 

May Crowning 
Friday, May 24th  

following the 12:10 PM Mass 

 During the month of May, we give special honor to our  

Blessed Mother. Please join us for our 

May the Most Holy Virgin, who was the first to practice the gospel perfectly and in all its severity, even 

before it was proclaimed, spur us on to follow closely in her footsteps.—St. Padre Pio 



To learn more about  our Parish School, visit www.spssmith.org  
or the St. Patrick School Facebook Page at  

https://www.facebook.com/p/St-Patrick-School-Smithtown-100041537655180/  
or call and schedule a tour 631-724-0285. 

A Great Place to Learn 

St. Patrick School is currently accepting students  
in grades K-8 for the 2024-25 school year.  

 
Be a STAR to a Student 
Student Tuition Assistance Relationship 
 

Support Catholic Education in your Community!  
 

The Student Tuition Assistance Relationship (STAR) Program matches students in need of tuition 
assistance with a generous donor(s) who contribute tuition assistance of $3,000 a year. STAR 
sponsors can see the impact of their donation as they receive personal cards and letters from 
their students throughout the school year! 

 
In the 2023-2024 school year, St. Patrick School was awarded $64,300 in tuition assistance for 24 

students in need. The average scholarship granted was approximately $2,600. 
 
For more information on how to support THF’s STAR program or to apply for tuition 

assistance for your child please visit www.tomorrowshopefoundation.org. 
 

To support a student from our Parish Community please note  
“SEAS Community STAR” when making your donation. 
 

The mission of Tomorrow’s Hope Foundation is to ensure excellence as well as the 
continuance of Catholic schools on Long Island by increasing awareness and by providing 
scholarship and program funding for the needs of students and schools. 

There is no better investment of time and money 
than in the life of a child. They are the future...  

                                               - Alma Powell 





Attention all classmates from St. Patrick's School Class of 1974! 

The Class of ‘74 is very unique in that it is the first graduating class of St. Pat’s to have gone through 1st to 8th grade 
together. To commemorate, the St. Patrick School Class of ‘74 is planning a 50th Jubilee Reunion. We are actively 
searching for all our classmates to join the celebration.  
Reunion information is below: 
 

Class of 1974 St. Patrick's School, Smithtown, New York  
50th Jubilee Reunion at Smithtown Landing Country Club  

Saturday, June 8, 2024—12:30 to 4:30 PM 
*Tickets will be offered at $100 per person*   

 
If you are a member of the class of '74 or you are in contact with an old friend, please direct them to reach out to one 
of the Reunion Committee planners to update their contact information: 
 

                               pjlombardifrankel@gmail.com        LorraineVassallo@me.com        
                               francinepollice@gmail.com             tracya817@gmail.com 

Giving Made Easy 

Please consider making your 
generous gifts to our parish through 
Faith Direct. This easy donation 
process benefits both its users and 
our parish in the following ways:  
 
1. No more checks to write or   
      envelopes to find 
2. Reduction of envelope / postage  
      costs  
3. Predictable income for our  parish 
4. No cost for you to  participate 
5. Online control of your giving 

 

For information, you can visit 
 the Faith Direct website at  

www.faithdirect.net  
or call their toll-free number,  

866-507-8757.  
 

Our St. Patrick Church ID is NY51. 





In the Neighborhood . . . .  

The Catholic Ministries Appeal supports formation 
programs that prepare our priests, deacons and lay 
leaders; train our religious education catechists and 
adult faith formation leaders who educate our youth 
and parish families; provide food and housing 
programs that serve our seniors, disadvantaged 
families, people with special needs, and those 
struggling with substance abuse; and promote the 
sanctity of life at all stages. Working together, we are 
all revitalizing the lives and faith of our brothers and 
sisters on Long Island.  

Your Support Goes a Long Way 

To donate go to:   
https://www.drvc.org/donate/cma/  

or call (516)678-5800 Ext 296.   

• Beautiful 212-acre campus 

• Family Fun Event 

• T-shirt and Swag Bag to all participants 

• Windbreaker to all of those who raise $250 and over 

• Artisan Vendors and Food Trucks 

• Complimentary Breakfast Boost 

• Latina Mixx Radio Station / DJ 

• Morning Zumba Stretch 

Registration Information 

$30 Pre-registration by 4/26/24—$40 after 

Ager 12 and under $10 

Family Pack 2 Adults and 2 Children  
Additional children $10 

 
For sponsorship and vendor information 

Contact Emily Monem at 631-273-1187, ext. 154 
or monem@csjbrentwood.org 

Board “Walk” Your Way to Wellness—at Sunken Meadow State 
Park, Tuesdays, May 7, 14, 21 & 28 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. Health 
professionals will be available on the board walk to discuss heart 
health, healthy eating, weight management, breast health, stroke 
prevention, skin cancer and Lyme disease prevention tips. Free 
blood pressure screening. Free giveaways while they last. To learn 
more, call 631-870-3444. 
Catholic Family Vacation Retreat at the Marianist Family Retreat 
Center in Cape May Point, New Jersey. Retreat weeks start each 
Monday beginning June 24th through the end of August. (Special 
week for single-parent families, July 17th to 22nd.) Cost for the 
week: $230 per person for ages 8+, $160 for ages 2-7, under 2 free. 
Cost includes meals, room, program, beach access and more. For 
information or to sign up, visit www.capemaymarianists.org. 
Dignitas Infinita (The Declaration of Human Dignity). Conferences 
will be held on Tuesdays at 1:30 PM May 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th at 
the Shrine of Our Lady of the Island, 258 Eastport Manor Road in 
Manorville. Speaker: Fr. Hugh Gillespie, SMM.  
Fatima Day—Monday, May 13th at the Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Island, 258 Eastport Manor Road in Manorville. 10:30 AM solemn 
arrival and enthronement of the statue of Our Lady of Fatima, 11:00 
AM rosary, 11:30 AM Mass, procession following Mass, 1:30 PM  
 

conference, 3:00 PM solemn chanting of the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. For information, call 631-325-0661. 
Independent and Assisted Living—The Villas at 
Dominican Village offer an independent living retirement 
community, an assisted living residence, and respite care. 
Situated on 13 sprawling acres, the Villas feature an activity 
packed year-round calendar of daily activities, learning 
programs, special events, and outings to enrich the mind, 
body and spirit—just the right balance of personal choices, 
care and support. To schedule a tour or for more 
information, email jford@dominicanvillage.org or call 631-
842-6091,. 
Surge of the Heart—A two-night Parish Mission at St. 
James Church, 429 Route 25A in Setauket featuring 
Catholic speaker, author and radio host Jon Leonetti on 
Sunday evening May 5th. The topic will be “Who is God and 
Why That Matters.” On Monday, May 6th the topic will be 
“God’s Dream for Your Life!” Start time: 7:00 PM. 
Admission is free. Free will offering appreciated. For more 
information, call or text Margo Arceri at 516-398-7936, 
Barbara Jaeckel at 516-313-4029 or Roni Growth at 631-
327-5395. 



First Holy 
Communions 

Congratulations to all! 



Al Wickenheiser from LPi, our bulletin printer, will be securing 
new ads for our church in the coming weeks.  As a valuable 
member of the business community, we invite you to expand 
your reach and grow your business with a print ad in our parish 
bulletin and/or a digital ad featured on ParishesOnline.com. 

For Ads Contact: Al Wickenheiser 
mobile: 917-439-5342 
office:   216-325-6825 x6409 
email:   awickenheiser@4lpi.com 
 

St. Patrick’s Youth Ministry 

The Miraculous Medal   
Friday, May 10th     6:00 – 8:00 PM 

An evening of prayer, discussions, fun and food. Pizza and Snacks on arrival.  All who 
attend will receive a Miraculous Medal. 

• Who is St. Catherine Laboure 

• Mary’s appearance to her 

• The Miraculous Medal 

• Saints and the Miraculous Medal 

• Miracles attributed to the Miraculous Medal 

• Games and Kahoot 

• Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel 

Pickup at the  
Msgr. Walden Parish Center 

 
Please register in advance so we can plan 

on refreshments. Please call or email with 

your name, grade, email and text number. 

There is no fee for this event. 

stptym@gmail.com 631 682-0699   



Adoration available every Friday   
from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM  

in the Quiet Place located in the  
Msgr Walden Parish Center 

 Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures 
May 12, 2024 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Readings:  Acts 1: 15-17, 20A, 20C-26; 

1 John 4: 11-16;  John 17: 11B-19 

Focus Questions: 

Children and Family Reflection: 

�)�R�F�X�V���R�Q�� 
�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���)�U�H�H�G�R�P�� 

�)�U�R�P���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F�V���I�R�U�� 
�)�U�H�H�G�R�P���R�I���5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�� 

�Z�Z�Z���F�I�I�R�U���R�U�J 

�³�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �W�H�D�F�K�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �W�R�� �D�Y�R�L�G�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�P�S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�� �K�X�P�D�Q�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�² �&�D�W�H�F�K�L�V�P�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F��
�&�K�X�U�F�K�����&�&�&������������ 
  
Sexual orientation and gender ideology have been added 
to the traditional definition of sex as male and female for 
the purposes of Title IX of the 1972 Federal Education 
Amendments. Title IX gave women equal opportunities to 
men in sports, scholarships, and programs in schools by 
preventing discrimination in activities and programs which 
receive federal funding. 
The administration�¶s changes to Title IX, as of August 1st, 
will conflict with the religious beliefs of millions of 
Americans whose faiths teach that God created two sexes, 
male and female. Teachers and students whose religious 
beliefs in this regard differ from this newly mandated 
definition will be at risk of discipline, termination and 
religious discrimination if they continue to live and exercise 
their faith as set forth in the 1st Amendment. 
The new rule equates self-chosen gender identity with God
-given biological sex and says that a person�¶s self-chosen 
gender identity cannot prevent their participation 
in any education program or activity.  Attorneys studying 
the redefinitions foresee that the rule will not allow separate 
bathrooms, locker rooms, and housing for biological males 
and females and that women�¶s sports will be 
endangered.  The rule will give legal support to those state 
and local governments that are already making policy and 
forcing adherence to these cultural 
influences.                                                   
Following the same ideology, New York state will vote this 
November 5th on a state Constitutional amendment to 
expand the equal protection clause of the New York state 
constitution. That clause currently protects from 
discrimination by race, color, creed or religion. Proposed 
changes would add protected categories of age, gender 
identity, gender expression, reproductive healthcare and 
autonomy. 
The federal Title IX redefinitions and proposed New York 
state�¶s constitutional amendment are seen by many as 
cultural bombs�«����imposing an ideology that denies millions 
of Americans important and basic religious beliefs as well 
as their right to live their faith and educate their children in 
their faith. 
As summarized by an attorney familiar with these issues, 
�³These redefinitions at the federal and state levels are the 
same in their intent. However, because one is a federal law 
and the other a state constitutional amendment, they can 
be weaponized in different ways by different government 
entities and private citizens, with different penalties and 
civil damages that can be levied in different regulatory and 
judicial forums.  So, they open a multi-front war. That 
dangerous fact should not be underestimated.�  ́
  
Read more:  https://tinyurl.com/yxhj623w     https://
tinyurl.com/yc5durn7   https://
tinyurl.com/47fuyzcb     https://tinyurl.com/
yuaeed3n   https://tinyurl.com/3m5zv5ku 

  
  
  

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: �³Holy 
Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one just as we are one. When I was 
with them I protected them in your name that you gave 
me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost 
except the son of destruction, in order that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you. I speak 
this in the world so that they may share my joy 
completely. I gave them your word, and the world hated 
them, because they do not belong to the world any more 
than I belong to the world. I do not ask that you take 
them out of the world but that you keep them from the 
evil one. They do not belong to the world any more than I 
belong to the world. Consecrate them in the truth. Your 
word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I sent 
them into the world. And I consecrate myself for them, so 
that they also may be consecrated in truth.�´�� 

1. Describe the way love affects the way you live. 

2. Relate a time when you experienced unity. How did 
that unity inspire the group to be more creative and 
powerful? 

3. Relate a time when you shared openly with someone 
of another faith and they were open to you. 

Talk about the ways different people in your life show 
their love for you. 


