
St. Patrick R.C. Church 
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York  11787 
631-265-2271   -   stpatrickssmithtown@gmail.com 

“Christ with us.  Christ before us.  Christ behind us.” 
February 26, 2023 - First Sunday of Lent 

 

Mass Times 
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM           

Saturday:  9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM                            
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM      

     Sunday:   7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM   
Marriage 

Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory  
at least six months before the desired wedding date. 

Baptisms 
For information, go to 

www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism 

Reconciliation 
Saturday:  from 3:45 to 4:45 PM    
Sunday:  from 8:15 to 8:45 AM 

Monday:  6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass 
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass 

First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction* 

Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month  
starting after the 8 PM Mass 

Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM 
Prayers for the Nation, first Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM 

 
Our Parish Retreat begins this Sunday evening. I ask for your prayers for this very important 
3-night event. Below is our Retreat Prayer.  

God of all creation, love, and goodness, We seek to live and walk with you in our daily lives. As we 
come to another season of Lent and the blessing of a retreat to renew, inspire and guide us, open our 
minds and hearts to the presence and power of your love in our daily lives.  
Through our upcoming Parish Retreat may we come to see the purpose of our lives, the blessing of your 
presence in our lives and in the Eucharist, and be open to the guidance and wisdom of your Holy 
Spirit. Amen.  

Our Lenten Journey Begins 

 Palms to Ashes - Pictured are our OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults) and OCIA Young People burning 
Palms from last year’s Palm Sunday and Fr. Mike distributing ashes on Ash Wednesday.  



 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
     “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. Amen.” Those are the concluding words of the Our 
Father, a prayer we pray at every Mass, in the Rosary, 
and in our daily prayers. In the Gospel for today’s Mass 
(Matthew 4:1-11) we have St. Matthew’s account of 
Jesus being tempted by the devil after 40 days of prayer 
in the desert. Obviously Jesus did not accept the 
prompting of the devil to use His miraculous powers to 
do what would entertain and make Him popular. The 
inner strength, faith, and love of Jesus enabled Him to 
not only resist temptation, but, even more, to begin His 
pubic ministry by healing the sick, preaching the Good 
News, raising the dead, and showering divine love and 
wisdom on all who encountered Him and were in His 
presence. 
     Many of us began Lent last Wednesday by having 
blessed ashes placed on our foreheads and heard the 
words: “Turn away from sin and be faithful to the 
Gospel.” Yes, we do need to turn away from sin and the 
temptations that lead us to sin. But Jesus did not walk 
around rising above temptation and avoiding sin, He 
walked among those of His time proclaiming and being 
the Good News. His focus was not on avoiding sin but, 
as St. Peter says Acts 10:38: “He went about doing 
good and healing all who were in the grip of the 
devil.”  “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.” These words from the Our Father sum 
up how we get far beyond temptation to sin and focus 
on the opportunity to do the good that is right in front of 
us. Jesus always had a positive, loving, and hopeful 
frame of mind. He was grounded in His love for the 
Father and His love for us.    
     There are days when it is easy, inspiring, and 
encouraging to love and do good and there are days 
where we are tempted to get caught up in anger, 
disappointment, and discouragement. Lent is a 40-day 
gift to us to see how much God loves us and how He  

enables us to be all we can be in the best sense 
possible. Living with Him in our lives is far more than 
giving Him His due by saying a few prayers every day 
and coming to Mass every Sunday. The first thing we see 
when we accept Jesus’ invitation to be part of His life and 
allow Him to be part of our lives is how much He loves us, 
how patient He is with us, and how He truly believes that 
we can love one another as He loves us. To love as He 
loves us is to give without thoroughly analyzing and 
counting the cost to the very last detail. As much as it is 
hard to contemplate such love on our part, we know from 
experience how joyful and life giving it is for others as well 
as for ourselves when we do so.    
     I cannot encourage you enough to come to our parish 
retreat today, tomorrow, and Tuesday. Lent is a time to 
do more to live our faith and to grow in our faith. The 
topics covered are very simple and cover the deepest 
desires of our hearts as people created in the image and 
likeness of God: Night 1 - “Knowing the love of God,” 
Night 2 - “Knowing my purpose,” and Night 3 - “Living in 
the power of the Holy Spirit.”   
     I invite you to say our parish retreat prayer today and 
each day of our parish retreat and hear Jesus’ voice 
inviting you to be with Him. 
 
     God of all creation, love, and goodness we seek to live 
and walk with you in our daily lives.  As we come to 
another season of Lent and the blessing of a retreat to 
renew, inspire, and guide us, open our minds and hearts 
to the presence and power of your love in our daily lives. 
Through our upcoming Parish Retreat may we come to 
see the purpose of our lives, the blessing of your 
presence in our lives and in the Eucharist, and be open to 
the guidance and wisdom of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 Dear God, 
 
In this season of Lent, we’re reminded of our own difficulties and struggles. Sometimes the way has 
seemed too dark. Sometimes we feel like our lives have been marked by such grief and pain, we don’t 
see how our circumstances can ever change. But in the midst of our weakness, we ask that you would be 
strong on our behalf. Lord, rise up within us, let your Spirit shine out of every broken place we’ve walked 
through. Allow your power to be manifest through our own weakness, so that others will recognize it is 
You who is at work on our behalf. We ask that you would trade the ashes of our lives for the beauty of 

your Presence. Trade our mourning and grief for the oil of joy and 
gladness from your Spirit. Trade our despair for hope and praise. We 
choose to give you thanks today and believe that this season of 
darkness will fade away. Thank you that you are with us in whatever 
we face and that you are greater than this trial. We know and 
recognize that you are Sovereign, we thank you for the victory that is 
ours because of Christ Jesus, and we are confident that you have 
good still in store for our future. We thank you that you are at work 
right now, trading our ashes for greater beauty. We praise you, for you 
make all things new. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



Saturday, February 25th: 
  5:00 PM Cora Crimmins 
  8:00 PM Joseph Bitet & James Trefz 
 Sunday, February 26th:  
  7:30 AM Thomas F. Beirne 
  9:00 AM Thomas Beirne 
10:30 AM   Bonnie Smart 
12:00 PM People of the Parish 
  5:00 PM John Calbo 
Monday, February 27th: 
  6:45 AM Charles R. Kagiwada 
  9:00 AM Thomas F. Beirne 
12:10 PM Thomas Beirne 
  7:30 PM No Mass - Parish Retreat 
Tuesday, February 28th: 
  6:45 AM Barbara A. Schenke 
  9:00 AM Jim DeMato 
12:10 PM Barbara Kinsella 
Wednesday, March 1st: 
  6:45 AM     Frances Kenah 
  9:00 AM           Eugene Guardiano 
12:10 PM The Siciak Family 
Thursday, March 2nd:  
  6:45 AM         Donald Martin 
  9:00 AM Kathi Setteducati 
12:10 PM Frank & Rosemary Cone 
 
Friday, March 3rd: 
  6:45 AM  Daniel Monaghan 
  9:00 AM Bernadette Moran-Hazell 
12:10 PM Martin A. Monahan 
Saturday, March 4th: 
  9:00 AM Legion of Mary and Deceased 
  Member of the Parish 
  5:00 PM John & Margaret Gilroy 
  8:00 PM Joseph McKenna 
 Sunday, March 5th:  
  7:30 AM Louis Jones 
  9:00 AM Catherine Amberger 
10:30 AM   Stephen Preble 
12:00 PM William V. Ludham Sr. 
  5:00 PM People of the Parish 

Masses for the Week 

Our Pastoral Team 
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor 

Rev. Michael Lombardi, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence 
Rev. Charles Okoye, In Residence 

Deacon Jerry Reda 
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan 

Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager 
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal  

Mrs. Rebecca Darmanin, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4 

Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8 
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister 

Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator 
Contact Us 

Rectory - 265-2271 
Rectory Fax - 863-1586 

Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org 
Outreach - 265-2668 

Religious Forma on - 724-7454 
St. Patrick School - 724-0285 

School Website - spssmith.org 
Youth Community - 360-0185 

Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com 
Fr. Mike’s Email - priest4625@gmail.com 

Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org 
Office Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri. 

9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun. 
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.-Fri. 

Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon.- Fri.  
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM,  Mon.- Thurs. 

Parish Organiza ons 
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668 
Catholic Daughters:  1st Sunday., 11:30 AM , Parish Center 

Choir: Thurs. evening, 7:30  PM 
Columbie es: 2nd  Sat. 10:30 AM 

Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8PM 
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM 

Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM 
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 12:30 PM , Parish Center 

O.C.I.A. (Order of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271 
Something for Seniors; 2nd  Wed., 1 PM,  631-241-3415 

Treasure 
Communal Offering for February 19, 2023:  $24,053.33. 
Offering for Corresponding Sunday 2022: $22,181.81. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Next Sunday, all are invited to join with 
fellow parishioners in Canning Hall 
after the 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Masses for coffee, tea, bagels, pastries 
and one another’s company.  

Next Sunday is Hospitality Sunday! 



Religious Formation 

For detailed calendar information, visit: 
www.stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar 

 
The St. Patrick’s Religious Formation Office may be 
reached by email at: stpatrfc@optonline.net or call 631-
724-7454. 

St. Patrick Parish  
Social Ministry 

A Simple Way to Help  
Struggling Families 

A host of economic factors have led to an 
unprecedented number of requests for 
help from our Parish Outreach office. Your 
generous donations to our food pantry 
have helped us to keep pace. Another 
easy way to help struggling families is to 
contribute to our Poor Boxes, located at the exits of our 
church. All donations, small and large, will be a big help to 
families in need.  

Pro-Life Rose 
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites 
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for 
any intention by contacting Lisa by 
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com or 
call 631-747-5876. 

Your participation helps bring a greater awareness of 
the sacredness of all human life, especially the unborn. 
The cost is $10. 

To arrange a memorial for 
Altar Bread and Wine, 
please call Diane Sperzel at 
265-3307. Donation for the 
week is $50. Cards will be 
sent to the family. 

Bread & Wine  
Memorial 

Our parish stays in touch with 
parishioners via email concerning 

important announcements, our  Christmas and Easter 
schedules, reflections from our priests and more. If you 
would like to join our email list, just email us at:   

stpatrickssmithtown@gmail.com  

Are You on Our  
Parish Email List? 

Classes resume following the Winter Break on 
Monday, February 27th. 

Attention All Senior Citizens: St. 
Patrick’s Something for Seniors group is 
a great place to gather with old friends 
and meet some new ones. Our senior 
meetings include guest speakers,  trips, 
and time spent together. All seniors ages 50+ are welcome! 
Something for Seniors meets on the second Wednesday of 
the month at 1:00 PM. For more information, call Bob at 
631-241-3415. 

Something for Seniors  

The Pro-Life Rose is 
is dedicated this week  
in loving devotion to 

all the providers and 
participants in our  

Parish Lenten Retreat. 

Project Warmth  
Are you having difficulty paying for heating costs? Project 
Warmth is an emergency assistance program administered 
by United Way of Long Island to help low-income families 
and individuals with energy emergencies. You may be 
eligible to receive a one-time grant to pay for heating 
costs. A confidential application can be made through the 
Parish Outreach office. Project Warmth is available until 
funds are exhausted.  Please call 631-265-2668, Monday–
Friday, 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM for further information. Please 
remember…all inquiries are confidential.   

St. Patrick’s is currently looking for a 
part-time receptionist for the rectory 
office to direct phone calls, greet 
rectory visitors and assist with 
various office tasks. Please call 631-
265-2271 if interested. 

Level 1 - There will be Level 1 Family Liturgy and 
Hospitality on Saturday, March 11th and 18th at the 5:00 
PM Mass.  

The Altar Bread and Wine 
are dedicated this week  

in loving memory of  
Otto, Dorothy & Brian 

Irslinger. 



. .  let us begin our Lenten journey with joyful confidence. May we feel deep within us the call to conversion, to 
“return to God with all our heart,” accepting his grace which makes us new men and women, with that astonishing 
newness which is a share in the very life of Jesus. May none of us be deaf to this appeal, which also comes to us in 
the austere rite, at once so simple and so evocative, of the imposition of ashes, which we are about to celebrate. - 
Pope Benedict XVI 

Lent offers us the opportunity to examine our hearts and lives, to deepen our relationship with 
God, and to help those less fortunate than ourselves. Please take advantage of the opportunities 
offered in our parish: 
Attend our Parish Retreat - Start off your Lenten journey with three evenings of powerful messages, 
inspirational music, and adoration. A Steubenville Parish Mission team will be traveling to our parish to help us all 
to know the love of God, our purpose and the power of the Holy Spirit. Please make every effort to attend! The 
retreat will run for three evenings, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, February 26-28. Tickets will be sold a the door. 
Spend Time with God. Consider attending weekday Masses whenever possible. St. Patrick’s offers 
weekday Masses at 6:45 AM, 9:00 AM and 12:10 PM each day, as well as a Monday night Novena Mass at 7:30 
PM. Set aside time for prayer and reflection. Attend some of our parish prayer or Eucharistic adoration 
opportunities such as First Saturday Devotion at 8:00 AM on the first Saturday of the month, and Nocturnal 
Adoration on the third Saturday of the month (for one hour after the Saturday 8:00 PM Mass due to Covid), First 
Friday Exposition on the first Friday of the month following the 12:10 PM Mass, or one hour of Exposition every 
Thursday following the 12:10 PM Mass.  
Be a Part of Our Parish Lenten Project - Take a stand for life by making a commitment to participate in our 
40 Days for Life efforts. Come and pray on Tuesdays in front of Planned Parenthood in Smithtown.  
Join us for Stations of the Cross / XLT Holy Hours—On Fridays during Lent. Our XLT Holy Hours on February 
24th and March 24th begin at 7:00 PM. Stations of the Cross on March 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 31st begin at 7:30 
PM.  
Participate in our Blood Drive - Thursday, March 23rd from 4:00 to 8:00 PM in Canning Hall. 
Take Advantage of Online Lenten Resources on FORMED—FORMED offers a  wide array of ebooks, videos, 
audio talks and more at no cost to you. To sign up, go to stpatricksmithtown.formed.org 
Help Those in Need in our Parish—St. Patrick Parish Outreach is a helping hand to those experiencing financial 
hardship.  Consider contributing to Outreach by donating non-perishable food items in the white bins at the church 
exits or through financial contributions/gift cards. Frozen or refrigerated items may be donated if brought to the 
Outreach Office during office hours, Monday through Friday from 9:15 AM to 3:00 PM.  
Help Those in Need in our Diocese—There is no organization or body on Long Island that provides the breadth 
and depth of spiritual and social services to so many individuals and families as the Catholic Church. You can 
support the work of the Church on Long Island by giving to the Catholic Ministries Appeal.  

Look for more information on our Parish Retreat, Parish Lenten Project (40 Days for Life), 
FORMED, the Blood Drive, the Catholic Ministries Appeal, and XLT Holy Hours in this bulletin.  

All Catholics who have reached their 14th year are bound to abstain entirely from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the 
Fridays of Lent. All Catholics between the ages of 18 to 59, inclusive, are also bound to observe the law of fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food between meals. Two 
other light meals, which together do not equal a full meal, may be taken during the day. The obligation to do penance 
and to observe the appointed penitential season is a serious one. Those whose work or health would be impaired are 
excused from fast and abstinence. Individual conscience should decide proper cause for excuse. A more serious rea-
son is required to excuse oneself from Ash Wednesday and Good Friday fast and abstinence. 

Regulations for Abstinence and Fasting During Lent 

Our Lenten Journey 





40 Days for Life  

Tuesday will once again be our parish’s day to pray in front of Planned 
Parenthood, but please sign up for any day that is convenient for you. For 
more information or to sign up to join our 40 Days for Life efforts, visit 
www.40daysforlife.com/Smithtown or email 40DFLsmithtown@gmail.com. 

For free pregnancy help or healing after abortion,  
call 631-656-0441. 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal supports formation programs that prepare 
our priests, deacons and lay leaders; train our religious education 
catechists and adult faith formation leaders who educate our youth and 
parish families; provide food and housing programs that serve our 
seniors, disadvantaged families, people with special needs, and those 
struggling with substance abuse; and promote the sanctity of life at all 
stages. Working together, we are all enriching the lives of our brothers 
and sisters on Long Island. 

Please support this year’s appeal. For more information, visit: 
 www.catholicminstriesappeal.org 

 

40 Days for Life is a peaceful prayer vigil that takes place in front of 
Planned Parenthood in Smithtown. The campaign will run from Ash 
Wednesday (February 22nd) to Palm Sunday (April 2nd).  

Stations of the 
Cross 

March 3rd 
March 10th 
March 17th 
March 31st 

7:30 PM in the church 
 

Please join us as we 
reflect on the last hours 
of Jesus’ earthly life. 

 

XLT Holy Hour 
March 24th 

7:00 PM in the church 

Attend our XLT Holy Hours & Stations of Cross  

XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours 
are a time to grow closer to 
Christ through song, word, 
and adoration. Take some 
time to step away from the 
world and into a face-to-face 
encounter with Jesus.  

Participate in our Lenten Blood Drive 
Save Lives this Lent by participating in our  Lenten 
Blood Drive 

Thursday, March 23rd  
from 4:00 to 8:00 PM in Canning Hall 

 

Ways to Make  
this Lent Count 

Help those in Need in our Diocese 







VOB Spring Soccer Registration 
Registration for the spring season with the St. Patrick’s / Village of the 
Branch Soccer Club is now open.  
 

Spring clinic / intramural dates are as follows: 
  3/26, 4/2, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30,5/7,  

5/12 (Friday Night), 5/21, 6/4, 6/11.  

To register online or for more information, visit: vobsoccer.net 

Spring 2023 Dek Hockey 
St. Patrick Youth is now accepting registrations for  

BOYS and GIRLS in Grade Pre-K to 11th 
SEASON BEGINS IN MARCH 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 5TH 
(All registration received after the deadline will be placed on a waiting list.) 

ALL GAMES PLAYED AT THE ST. PATRICK’S SPORTS COURT 
For more information or to register go to: 

stpatrickyouthcommunity.sportsengine-prelive.com 
Questions? Call 631-360-0185 

For more information,  
call or text 631-629-5632 (KofC) or email council3958@gmail.com 

The Knights of Columbus Council #3958  
invite you to join us for  

Friday Lenten Dinners 
March 3rd, 10th, 24th, & 31st 
at 6:00 PM in the Council Hall 

199 Smithtown Blvd. in Nesconset 
$15 per person 



Pictured are catechumens 
and candidates from our 
OCIA  (Order of Christian 
Initiation for Adults) and 
OCIA for Young People 
programs burning palms 
in preparation for Ash 
Wednesday. Ashes from 
the palms from the 
previous Palm Sunday 
become Ash Wednesday 
ashes.  



Saturday, March 4th 
(and every first Saturday of the 

month at 8:00 AM in the church) 

Come join us in this very special time of 
prayer. Rosary beads and prayers available 
in the church. 

First Saturday  
Devotion 

The Lay Associates of  
the Blessed Sacrament invite you to 

Come Let Us Adore Him 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1ST 

IN THE CHURCH 
Led by Rev. Michael Lombardi 

7PM Rosary 
7:30 PM Adoration 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament leads us to her Son,  
present for us in the Most Holy Eucharist. Featuring 
recollections form the pen of Saint Peter Julian Eymard 
and musical accompaniment.  

Holy Land Pilgrimage  
July 9th to 18, 2023 

With Spiritual Director, Fr. Sean Magaldi. 
For information, visit 

https://www.pilgrimages.com/frseanm 

(The Pilgrimage to Medjogorje led by Fr. Mike 
Lombardi and Sonja Corbitt, shown in last week’s 

bulletin, has been cancelled. ) 



Bereavement Support Program offered at St. 
Mary’s in East Islip  Eight-week group begins 
Tuesday, March 14th Support Groups are opened to 
anyone who has suffered a loss at least three 
months prior to the start of the group.  (Loss must 
have occurred prior to December 14, 2022.) Each 
week the group meets for 90 minutes followed by a 
half hour of refreshments and hospitality. There is no 
cost but a commitment to attend each meeting 
throughout the program is required. Groups are 
offered in a closed and confidential setting with 
highly trained facilitators and limited to 13 people. 
Pre-registration is required. Seating is limited. 
Please call 631-581-4266 ext. 125 to register. 
Calling All Catholic Men - The St. Anthony’s of 
Padua Men’s Group is remotely hosting a MEN OF 
CHRIST® Conference of Wisconsin (the largest 
Catholic men’s meeting in the country, drawing 
3,500+ to its annual events). The goal is to help men 
reengage in their Catholic faith and develop 
meaningful friendships with likeminded men. This 
year the conference is blessed to have six 
presenters who will share how we can find joy in 
living our vocation in our families, at work, and in our 
circles of influence. The conference will take place 
on Saturday, March 11th at St. Anthony’s of Padua 
in East Northport from 8:00 AM to 2:30 PM. For 
information or to register, go to www.MenOfChrist-
LI.com. Questions? Call Jim McCann at 631-553-
5161 or Bob Slingo at 631-486-2875. 
Magnificat, a Ministry to Catholic Women - is 
hosting a Lenten Breakfast Retreat on Saturday, 
March 11th from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM. Doors open at 
the Rock Hill Country Club, 105 Clancy Road in 
Manorville. Guest speaker will be Marianna Garcia, a 
gifted speaker, educator, and advocate for 
individuals, families and children - especially those 
impacted by the chaos of addiction. 
Marianna’s recovery journey 
through a 12-step program helped 
lay a foundation for her to discover 
a faith that would grow over time. 
Tickets are $40 per person. For 
more information or to register, use 
the QR code at right or email 
magnificatofsuffolk@gmail.com. 

The HEC Long Island Retreat 
Weekend will take place April 20th 
to 23rd (Thursday through 
Sunday). HEC operates on a 
buddy system where each 
challenged participant is “buddied” 
with at least one team member so 

“buddies” become the hands, legs, eyes, voices and 
ears when needed. Volunteers are needed.  

For information, email:  
HECLongIsland@gmail.com  

or call 631.806.6213 or 516.241.4122.  

Handicapped Encounter  
Christ Retreat 

In the Neighborhood . . . .  

Take a risk for God—Enter the mission field where bold action 
meets lasting outcomes. Over 750 priest alumni discerned a sacred 
call later in life. Maturity with God’s grace can move mountains. Can 
you leave it all to follow Christ? Pope John XXIII National Seminary, 
Weston, MA, is offering “First Friday Visits” on March 3rd at 5:00 
PM. Option to attend virtually on in person. Holy Hour and Evening 
Prayer. In person includes dinner with the seminarians and a tour. 
Virtual includes a Zoom visit following the Holy Hour. Make a 
resolution to be courageous. Consider a priestly call. Contact: 
msrg.fay@spjs.edu or 781-899-5500, ext. 134, www.psjs.com. 
Volunteers Needed - St. Catherine of Siena Hospital is in need 
of volunteers. If you have a giving heart and a small amount of time, 
please consider volunteering on one of the following areas: Clerical, 
gift shop, hospice, Eucharistic minister, emergency room 
ambassadors, mailroom, patient representative, ambulatory 
surgery, endoscopy, sleep center, dietary, and outpatient rehab. For 
more information call 631-862-3959 or email Tasha.Felix-
Jerome@chsli.org.  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter—Give your spouse the gift of a 
better relationship by applying for a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience: 
Mar 10-12, 2023 in Upton, MA 
Jun 23-25, 2023 in Huntington, NY 
Couples explore their relationship with each other, God, and the 
Church.  Registration is limited; there is a $100 application fee. For 
more information or to apply, call Chuck & Maria Reiss at 631-486-
8607 or https://wwmenyli.org/. 



Focus on  
Religious Freedom  

From Catholics for  
Freedom of Religion 

Holy Mother Mary  
Knights of Columbus 

Pancake Breakfast 
The LAST Sunday of Each Month,  

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Pancakes, Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Toast,  Coffee, Tea & Juice  
 $10 per person 

At the Council Hall located at  
199 Smithtown Blvd. in Nesconset 

Attendance is limited.  
Call or text 631-629-5632 (KofC) 

to reserve your spot,  
 or email council3958@gmail.com 

Another Violation of  
First Amendment Protections: 

More March for Life Students 
Expelled from a Public Building  

"Earlier this week, a lawsuit was filed against the Nation 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) stating that 
the morning of January 20, 2023, the day of the March for 
Life, several visitors to our museum in Washington, D.C., 
were told by NARA security officers 'to remove or cover 
their attire because of their pro-life messages," the 
National Archives statement read.  "As the home to the 
original Constitution and the Bill of Rights, which enshrine 
the rights of free speech and religion, we sincerely 
apologize for this occurrence." (1) 
This lawsuit follows the suit against the Smithsonian Air & 
Space Museum where March for Life students were 
expelled for refusing to remove their hats that simply said, 
"Rosary PRO-LIFE." 

  
20 States Demand FBI  

Cease Targeting Catholics 
The attorneys general of 20 states have demanded the FBI 
produce "all materials" related to its recently leaked 'anti-
Catholic' memo that targets so-called "Radical 
Traditionalist Catholics" (RTC) as "un-American." (2)  These 
Catholics believe the Catechism of the Catholic Church’s 
teachings about the sanctity of life from conception to 
natural death, marriage between one man and one 
woman, the biological reality of male and female, and they 
may attend the Latin Mass.   
In the leaked memo, the FBI cites various reports from the 
Southern Poverty Law Center that has a history of 
targeting Christians and conservative groups while 
receiving millions of dollars from far-left organizations and 
promoting the LGBT agenda.   
The 20 attorneys general demanded the FBI "immediately 
and unequivocally order agency personnel not to target 
Americans based on their religious beliefs."   They 
"request a full explanation of the document's origins, 
documents related to its implementation," and "whether the 
FBI has begun infiltrating houses of worship in conflict with 
the FBI's internal guidelines." (3) 
While the FBI has retracted the document following intense 
backlash over its contents, Attorney General Miyares of 
Virginia has emphasized they remain unpersuaded by the 
FBI's "damage-control efforts." 
  
Defini on of persecu on: hos lity and ill-treatment, 
especially on the basis of ethnicity, religion, or poli cal 
beliefs. 

  
(news.yahoo.com, 2/10/23(1); faith wire.com, 2/9/23; aclu.org, 
2/10/23; lifesite news.com, 2/11/23(2); washingtontimes.com, 
2/10/23(3); catholicleague.org, 2/9/23)   

St. Patrick’s Catholic Daughters 
invites you to their 

Flapjack Fundraiser Breakfast 
Sunday, March 19th 

from 8 to 10 AM 
Applebees, 3145 Middle Country Road 

in Lake Grove 

Tickets on sale after 
Masses on March 4 & 5 

and March 11 & 12 
 

For more information email  
moovycow@aol.com 



Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures 
March 5, 2023 

Second Sunday of Lent 
Readings: Genesis 12: 1-4A; 2 Timothy 1: 8B-10; 

Matthew 17: 1-9 

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience, 
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel 
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays. 
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies. Your 
reflection may be dropped into the collection basket as 
your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and last 
name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.) 

Focus Questions: 

Children and Family Reflection: 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun  and 
his clothes became white as light. And behold, Moses 
and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. Then 
Peter said to Jesus in reply,  "Lord, it is good that we are 
here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." While he was still 
speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over 
them,  then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 
him." When the disciples heard this, they fell prostrate 
and were very much afraid. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, "Rise, and do not be afraid." And when the 
disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one else but 
Jesus alone. As they were coming down from the 
mountain, Jesus charged them, “Do not tell the vision to 
anyone until the Son of Man has been raised from the 
dead."  

1. Describe a time when God’s presence in the world 
was made very visible to you. 

2. What experiences have helped to fortify your faith? 

3. Listening to Jesus can be challenging at times. What 
words of Jesus do you find difficult to live out? 

Talk about why it is important to listen. 



 
Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students 

Second grade students from our Religious Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and 
Family Reflection” column in the bulletin and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop 
the cards in the collection basket on Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5: 17-37 
Children and Family Reflection: Tell why it is important to forgive others. 

The Roman Catholic Community  
of St. Patrick, Smithtown sees itself as: 

• The People of God, The Body of Christ 

• Enlightened by the Word of God 

• Nourished by the Life of Christ in the Sacraments 

• Supported by our love for and our forgiveness of each 
other. 

• Empowered to bring the love, justice and peace of 
Christ to our families, our neighbors, our friends, our 
enemies, the poor and the powerless. 

• Called to reach out to the unchurched and the non-
practicing members of our community and to assist in 
the spiritual, intellectual and social growth of all 
whose lives we touch. 

The Vision Statement of 
St. Patrick Parish Family 

Faith & Fitness 
 

Saturdays from 9:00 to 9:45 AM 
in the St. Patrick School Gym 

Join us on Saturday mornings for Daily Faith and 
Fitness class. The class includes Zumba and 
exercise from 9 to 9:45 AM. Fee is $8 per person. 
You may bring a mat, water bottle and towel.                                                                                                                                    

                                 In Faith and Health,                                                                                                                              
                     Cindy and Veronica, 631-360-0185                                                                                                                              

• It is important to forgive others because Jesus did.—Liam 

• It is important to forgive others because people should try to learn from their mistakes.—Nicholas 

• Everyone makes mistakes and being mad is not good.—Matthew 

• It is important to keep peace. Everyone makes mistakes.—Tyler 

• It is important to forgive because if it is an accident and you don’t forgive then they would feel really bad.—Caden 

• To make people have another chance. Everyone makes mistakes, that’s how we learn.—Nico 

• It is important to forgive others because God forgave us.—Ethan 

• It is important to forgive others because everyone makes mistakes. Nobody is perfect.—Claire 

• It is important to forgive because Jesus forgives us when we make bad choices.—Julian 

• You should give a second chance to people so they can learn their lesson and try again to do good.—Evan 

• When I was playing on a slide someone pushed me. When they saw I was upset they said sorry.—Aaron 

• When my best friend was unkind to me and said she didn’t want to be friends, but later she said sorry.—Kennedy 

• It is important to forgive others because if you don’t they will be sad.—Anthony 

• Because forgiveness shows you have love in your heart. Also everyone makes mistakes.– Anthony 



St. Patrick’s Youth web address is: 

stpatsyouth.com 
All forms and registrations are  

available on our website. 
Youth Office email is 

spyouth@optonline.net 
Our phone is 631-360-0185 

 
VIRTUS Training 

 All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a 
VIRTUS class if they have not done so.  On-line 

registration must be completed before you attend. 
See VIRTUS.org for information  

and registration. 
CPR/First Aide 

Training courses are available and will be 
available throughout the year.   

Call 631-360-0185. 
Read the Bible in a year challenge! 

St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the 
Bible in a year! Just go to the website and you will 

find the link with daily readings 
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program 

Before Care – Our program is offered Monday 
through Friday following the St. Patrick School 

schedule. It begins at 7:15 until 8:20 AM 
After Care- Our program is offered Monday 

through Friday following the St. Patrick School 
schedule, from 2:20 to 6:00 PM 
You must register in advance.  

You may download forms from our website 
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program – 

Our program offers NY State guided curriculum 
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts 

and gross motor play. 
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver – 

Children ages 18 months through 2 years. 
Creative fun, play, crafts,  
light snack & music time 

Separation Class 
Children ages 2 to 3 years old 

Circle time, music, playing and sharing 
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time 

Music Ministry 
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12) 

Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5) 
Children’s Choir practice:  

6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall 
Folk Group practice: 

7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church 
New members always welcome! 

Learning Center 
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School 

All areas of study, catholic entrance exam  
and SAT preparation 

 

St. Patrick Youth 
SPORTS PROGRAMS 
Spring Dek Hockey 2023 

Registration is now LIVE! All registration is taking place on our 
new Sports Engine website: 

              stpatrickyouthcommunity.sportsengine-prelive.com 
Registration deadline is March 5th. 

 
Winter Intramural Basketball 2023 

Season has started.  

CAMP ST. PATRICK 
The registration portal for our summer day camp  

will be open by the end of January. For more information 
call the Youth Office at 631-360-0185. 

Pray for the Sick 
Patricia Acker 
Laura Alam 
Joseph Alonso 
Fil Antonucci 
Genevieve Antonucci 
J.M.A. 
Victor Arboleda 
Daryn Atamanchuk 
Grace B. 
Joseph Barone 
Misty Barone 
Wendy Barnes 
Judith Bartley 
Jonathan J. Becchina  
Michael Biondo 
Danielle Birnham 
Agnes Black 
Assunta Black 
Josephine Blatt 
David Blum 
Joyce Brady 
Dorothy Burman 
Alison C. 
Erin C. 
Mike C.  
V.M.C. 
Thomas Campbell 
Jim Cangialosi 
Kimberly Carrion 
Joseph Cascone 
Carmela Castello 
Beryl Chambery 
Tom Clark 
Theresa Cohen 
Maria Collaro 
Carly Colvell 
Patricia Crespo 
Marie Crowley 
Joseph Cuccia 
Christine Cuzzanetti 
Richard D.  
Theresa D.  
 

Mike Davis 
Patty Keniff-Davis 
Frank D’Agostino 
Dr. Melinda T. Del Castillo 
Lori Demesi 
Donna DiPietro 
Thomas Dmoch 
Mike Emmel 
Angela Emanuele 
Richard Farruggia 
Bridget Feeney 
Thomas Feeney 
Marina Grace Figari 
Fr. Richie Fineo 
Kevin Flood 
Paulina Franchini 
Luca Michael Giannuzzi 
Louis Gallo 
Romeo Geronimo 
Alan Giglio 
Richard Giovia 
Thomas Gould 
Nan Grassman 
Warren Grassman 
Sarah Grieco 
Theresa Handibode 
John Patrick Harney 
Thomas Harvell 
Mary Heimink 
Robert Heimink 
Robert Heimink, Jr. 
Kathleen Henchey 
Joanie Higgins 
Victor Hoyos 
John Hughes 
Joseph Ingino 
Carmelita Jagolino 
Scot Jaworowski 
Thomas Keane 
Barbara Kitson 
Elisa Lane 
Antonia Laskaris 

Anna LoBrutto 
Matthew LaTorre 
Eleanor Lynch 
Mary Ann M.  
Diane Marotta 
Ben Markowski 
Julia Mastanduno 
Patricia Mastrandrea 
Marie Matarazzo 
Faye Melnick 
Stephen Mroz 
Beatriz Narbon 
Jean Nystrum 
Kevin O’Connor 
Catherine Grimaldi Pane 
Kevin Pierce 
Connie Polik 
Cornelia Polik 
Donna Poole 
Denise Rainwater 
Nick Reeber 
Patty Regano 
Noreen  Regniault 
Thomas Ronayne 
Baby Matthew Rowsell 
Ariel Ruvinsky 
Kathleen S. 
Palma S. 
Sara 
Renee S.  
Josephine Scaglione 
Paul Schnabl  
Mary Scocozzo 
Susan Steinfath 
Angela Tornello 
Christine Thompson 
Gloria Maria Uribe 
Bob Vetters 
John Wydrycs 
Patricia Wydrycs 
Marie Z. 
 

Nothing great is ever achieved without much 
enduring. – St. Catherine of Siena 



Parting  
Shots . . . . 

Making their Mark - If 
you have ever wondered 
where the handprint altar 
cloth used during Masses 
for certain grade levels 
came from - it actually 
contains the handprints of 
our school and religious 
formation students. 
Pictured here is the altar 
cloth in the making.  
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