St. Patrick R.C. Church
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
January 17, 2021 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

January’s XLT Holy Hour
Pictured is our Friday, January 8th XLT Holy
Hour. Many thanks to Fr. David Atanasio,
chaplain at St. John the Baptist High School,
for presiding. The next XLT Holy Hour is
scheduled for Friday, February 5th.

St. Patrick Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2271, rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
www.stpatricksmithtown.org

Mass Times

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM

Marriage

Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms

Currently by appointment. For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Reconciliation

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass
First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction*
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month
from 9 PM to 7 AM Sunday*
*Watch bulletin for modified times
Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM
**Watch bulletin for possible changes in concluding time

From the Pastor’s Desk
Where is permanence in life? As much as we seek
and find security in using our talents and resources to
take care of ourselves and those we love, we are on a
journey. Life is a journey. As I look at my life, I have lived
in nine different houses. Growing up, my parents rented
houses in four different places in Greenport before they
finally bought one. As a priest I have lived in five
different parishes, St. Patrick’s being the place I have
lived the longest in my whole life. Our houses are
shelters that become homes where we are accepted,
nourished, encouraged, and find peace. But we must
also be mindful of the fact that our life in this world is a
road to our final destination, the fullness of God’s
presence. We look for permanence and peace in our
lives, but they are only a taste of the permanence and
peace that await us in God’s presence in heaven.
In today’s Gospel (John 1:335-42), two of the
disciples of John the Baptist see Jesus and start to
follow Him. Jesus sees them and asks, “What are you
looking for?” They answer, “Rabbi, where are you
staying?” Jesus replies, “Come, and you will see.” We
are all looking for what those two men sought, the
peace, meaning, and hope that come from finding the
meaning of our lives in Jesus. We look for security in
this world, but the ultimate security comes when we
come to see through the light of faith who we are, where
we are going, and how we are going to get there. We
find comfort and security in this life, but we know in our
hearts that there is something more. Jesus is that
something more.
When I was growing up and going to Religious Ed,
there was a much greater focus on sin and judgment
than we have today. Jesus did not come to “scare the
hell out of us” but to open our minds and hearts to the
path to peace that only our faith in God can illuminate for
us. Human intelligence and reason have created many
advances in so many areas, but we go down the path of
darkness when we exalt reason alone and push God out
of the picture. In a book I am reading now, “Western
Culture, Today and Tomorrow” by Pope Benedict XVI,
he says: “Let us not forget, however, that the God of
reason and love is also the Judge of the world and of
mankind - the guarantor of justice, to whom we must all
render an accounting. Given the temptations to power, it
is a fundamental obligation to keep in mind the truth
about the Judgment: every one of us must someday give
an account. There is a justice that is not abolished by
love.”
One of the two disciples who accepted Jesus’
invitation of “come and see” was Andrew, the brother of
St. Peter. When he left Jesus he went to his brother
Peter and told him, “We have found the Messiah.” Yes,
he found the true light that came into the world and
expressed his joy and hope by sharing the “Good
News.” The more we become conscious of the light of
Jesus in our lives, the more we keep everything in
perspective and the more we see who and what is
important in our lives. We cannot let the temptation of
allowing the news from the media to upset us or get us
enraged. Jesus is THE LIGHT! It is the light of His

presence in our lives that gives us the foundation of
peace, truth, and love that enables us to be fully alive
with faith, hope, and love. I think of how St. Augustine
expressed his joy when the light finally came on and
he embraced Jesus and I offer his words to you for
your prayerful reflection:
“Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new:
late have I loved you. And see, you were within
and I was in the external world and sought you
there, and in my unlovely state I plunged into
those lovely created things which you made. You
were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely
things kept me far from you, though if they did not
have their existence in you, they had no existence
at all. You called and cried out loud and shattered
my deafness. You were radiant and resplendent,
you put to flight my blindness. You were fragrant,
and I drew in my breath and now pant after you. I
tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for
you. You touched me, and I am set on fire to
attain the peace which is yours.
When at last I cling to you with my whole being
there will be no more anguish or labor for me, and
my life will be alive indeed, alive because filled
with you. But now it is very different. Anyone
whom you fill you also uplift; but I am not full of
you, and so I am a burden to myself. Joys over
which I ought to weep do battle with sorrows that
should be matter for joy, and I do not know which
will be victorious. But I also see griefs that are evil
at war in me with joys that are good, and I do not
know which will win the day. This is agony, Lord,
have pity on me! It is agony! See, I do not hide my
wounds; you are the physician and I am sick; you
are merciful, I in need of mercy.
Is not human life on earth a time of testing? Who
would choose troubles and hardships? You
command us to endure them, but not to love
them. No-one loves what he has to endure, even
if he loves the endurance, for although he may
rejoice in his power to endure, he would prefer to
have nothing that demands endurance. In
adverse circumstances I long for prosperity, and
in times of prosperity I dread adversity. What
middle ground is there, between these two, where
human life might be free from trial? Woe betide
worldly prosperity, and woe again, from fear of
disaster and evanescent joy! But woe, woe, and
woe again upon worldly adversity, from envy of
better fortune, the hardship of adversity itself, and
the fear that endurance may falter. Is not human
life on earth a time of testing without respite?
On your exceedingly great mercy, and on that
alone, rests all my hope.”

Masses for the Week
Saturday, January 16th:
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

James Casey, Jr.
Felix Antonucci

Sunday, January 17th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Aurora Caro
People of the Parish
Patricia Desjardins-McSlay
The Gatto Family
Philomena Sutherland

Monday, January 18th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM

Robert E. Sanders
Carl Valentino, Sr.
Judith DiGiovanni
No Mass, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Tuesday, January 19th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Mary Macari
Gerald Salvatore Pollio
Joan Neubert

Wednesday, January 20th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Charles Patrick Venus, Jr.
Michael Armenia
Anna Marie Cavaliere

Thursday, January 21st:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Ines Leonardelli
Anne Dragos
Jeanette Dicrista

Friday, January 22nd:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Hermelinda Hidalgo
The Unborn
Felix Antonucci

Saturday, January 23rd:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

*Multiple Intentions
Christine Travis
Joseph Berlino

Sunday, January 24th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Marie Crowley
People of the Parish
Alexandria Gorman
Felix Antonucci
Josephine Occhino

* Pasquale Bevilacqua, Teresa M. Scarlato, Nadine Desena,
Hazel Vanderwahl, Robert & Dianne Faianiero

Treasure
Christmas Offering 2020: $114,461.24.
Christmas Offering 2019: $129,034.00.
Communal Offering for January 10th $29,158.43.
Offering Corresponding Sunday 2020: $24,389.53.
Thank you for your generosity.

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Acheampong, Associate Pastor
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor
Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan
Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator
Mr. Josh Moore, Youth Minister

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Forma on - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Oﬃce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri.
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun.
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.—Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon. - Fri.
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon. - Thurs.
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council Email:
pastoral_council@stpatricksmithtown.org

Parish Organiza ons*
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Tues., 7 PM
Choir: Thurs. evening, 8 PM
Columbie es: 2nd Sat. 10:30 AM
Jus ce & Peace: Once a month, 7:00 PM Outreach Ctr.
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8 PM
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM
Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 10:30 AM , Parish Center
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271
Something for Seniors; 2nd & 4th Wed., 1 PM, 265-0034
*Many organiza ons are not mee ng at this me or must limit
the number of people. Please call if interested, 631-265-2271.

The 2022 Mass Book is open. Due
to the coronavirus, we are
allowing only two people at a time
in the rectory lobby. Please wear a
face mask.

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry
Holiday Thanks!
We received notes of gratitude from the families we
served during the holidays. “Thank you all so much for
all the wonderful things you do. I really appreciate all
your support during these troubled times!!” and “I can’t
thank you enough for all the Christmas gifts for my
children! I don’t know what I would do without you! I
haven’t bought one Christmas gift. Things are very bad
financially and I don’t feel well at all and have other
health issues. Please let your parishioners know that we
appreciate everything so much and are very thankful.”
Thank you again for sharing your blessings with others!
It is your generosity and compassion that enables us at
Outreach to assist those in need. God bless you always!

Project Warmth
Are you having difficulty paying for heating costs due to
unforeseen circumstances? Project Warmth, a program
made available through the United Way, may be able to
assist you with a one time benefit. There are no income
eligibility guidelines for Project Warmth. A confidential
application can be made through the Parish Outreach
office. Please call 631-265-2668, Monday through
Friday, 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM for further information.
Please remember…all inquiries are confidential.

Missing Church Envelopes
A good number of parishioners have contacted
us to let us know they did not receive their
monthly church envelope mailing. The mailing
did go out but likely has encountered problems
due to the enormous amount of mailing pieces
that went out at Christmas time.
We can keep track of you donations easily if
you place your name, envelope number, and
the amount of your donation on any envelope.
If you do not know your envelope number, just
contact the rectory at 631-265-2271.

The Altar Bread and Wine
were donated for the week
in loving memory of
Austin, Mame &
Lynne Crouchley.

Religious Formation

Due to the rise in Covid-19 numbers we
are suspending in person classes for Religious
Education levels 1-8 for the remainder of the 20202021 term.
Levels 5 & 6 – Look for an email with the curriculum
attached. Please drop off completed books no later
than the week of April 19th.
Levels 7 & 8 – Look for an email.
Be assured of our constant prayers for the safety and
good health of you and your families.
For the most up-to-date information on religious
formation classes, please check the religious
formation website https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com

O my God, teach me to be generous
to serve you as you deserve to be served
to give without counting the cost
to fight without fear of being wounded
to work without seeking rest
and to spend myself without
expecting any reward but the knowledge
that I am doing your holy will. Amen
― St. Ignatius of Loyola

Pro-Life Rose
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Lisa by
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com
or call 656-6343.
Your participation helps bring a greater awareness
of the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine
Memorial
To arrange a memorial for Altar
Bread and Wine, please call
Diane Sperzel at 265-3307.
Donation for the week is $50.
Cards will be sent to the family.

Pray for Our Nation
Please join us
on Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in the
church for a Holy Hour and Prayers
for our Nation.
Members of our Legion of Mary and St.
Anne’s Prayer Group lead us in prayer as
we entrust our country to Divine Providence
through Our Lady’s Intercession.

If have not yet discovered the Catholic Faith Network (CFN), it will be worth your while to see what this
network has to offer. Formerly known as Telecare, CFN offers live Masses, talk shows, devotional
programs, educational programming, entertainment, and children's programs. It also presents coverage of
special events at the Vatican and of papal journeys.

Programming includes shows such as:
Catholic Perspectives, hosted by Bishop Emeritus William F. Murphy with Msgr. Jim Vlaun. The show
features in depth discussions on current topics.
CFN Live features uplifting stories and discussion of the latest issues facing the Church.
CFN News offers the latest in Church and social news with guest interviews and compelling discussion.
Conversation with Cardinal Dolan with co-host Fr. Dave Dwyer offers discussion of religious issues, current
events, and other relevant topics, and featuring a variety of guests.
Real Food with Msgr. James Vlaun brings faith into the kitchen, focusing on the spiritual nature of sharing a
meal.
Also, Daily Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral and St. Agnes Cathedral as well as prayer opportunities.

Be Sure to Support
Our Bulletin Advertisers
And if your business could use a boost
place an ad in our bulletin!
Our church bulletin is not only available in church, it is also emailed to
our parishioners each week. If you would like to reach Smithtown area
residents regarding your business, the St. Patrick’s bulletin is a great
place to advertise.

To learn more or to place an ad,
contact Bill Murphy at 631-697-7974.
You can also build your own ad by going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com

Prayers for Life on the
Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade
Friday, January 22nd

Please come and pray for the unborn on Friday, January 22nd, the anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, the
Supreme Court case that legalized abortion throughout the United States. Please wear a facemask.
9:00 AM
Mass in church for the unborn
11:30 AM
Prayers will be said at the Monument for the Unborn at St. Patrick Cemetery
11:45 AM
Rosary for the unborn at Planned Parenthood on Maple Avenue in Smithtown

Pray for our Military
Please keep all those serving in the military and their families in your prayers.
GY SGT Bradley Baran
LT Michael R. Beggins, EOD, U.S. Navy
E6 Christopher Bobrowski
Pfc Christopher Bonenfant, USMC
PV1 Michael A. Brescia
SSgt Sarah L. Brown, USAF
CPT John C. Burk, U.S. Army
PVT Douglas Butera
LT CMDR Alex Buschor, USN
SGT John P. Byrne
Cpl. Claude Castille
Lt. Matthew James Correa USAF
Sgt Eric J. Coyne, Air Force
Lt. James D’Aprile, U.S. Army
LCpl. Richard Dekanchuk, USMC
PVT Patrick Fagan
LTC Andrew Fetherston
LTC Kristin Fetherston
LT John Joseph Foley
MM1 Stephen P. Foster
SGT James Fowler
CPT David Geller
Lt. Salvatore DiGiacomo, USAF
CPT Bret Guglielmi
MAJ Thomas Hanifen
CPT Erin Hayde

MAJ Ryan Hayde
Senior Master SPvt. Donald Henley
CPT Kyle Higgins
CPT Michael Huggins
WO Christopher Kaminsky
SSgt. Travis Kendall, Air Force
A1C Jacob Kendall, Air Force
Cpl. Michael J. Knipper, US Marines
LCpl. Kurt Kusterbeck. US Marines
Pfc. Connor Russ Lang, US Army
SPC Andrew Steven Lawler, US Army
SGT Patricia Heikkila
MAJ Timothy MacGinley
Cpl. Vincent Martinelli
Seaman Ronald Martiny, USN
Cassandra McCarthy, US Army
SGT Kyle T. McCarthy, US Army
CPT Chris McLoughlin
LT Anthony Mercado
COL John K. Meehan. U.S. Army
SPC Edward Meraglia
COL Mark Nordstrom
SFC Philip Nordstrom
1LT Joel Nordstrom
Lt. Kristen Noviello, USMC
LCpl Sondra Nowack, USMC
PFC Jorge Rostra Obando

Sgt August R. Oetting, III, USMC
SFC Thomas O’Carroll
LT Patrick O’Hea, USN
Capt. Daniel J. O’Sullivan, USAF
Stephen Outcault, USMC
Pvt. Vincent Patrizio
Cpl Brian Plunkett, USMC
LCpl Jean Prou
SFC William Pullar, Jr.
SGT Andrew Rea
Private Eric Roehrig
SGT Michael William Rousseau
Cpl. Patrick Sheridan
PFC Richard N. Silecchio
SF1 Corey Slattery
SSG Zachary A. Small
LCDR Christian Stanco, USCG
MAJ Marc Stanco, USAF
SPC Edward Stephenson
Timothy Sweeney, Navy Seals
Cpt. Kathleen Thomas, USAF
GEN Kenneth E. Tovo
LT Amanda J. Towey EDO USN
GySgt Matthew Vergara
GySgt Richard Derek Vergara
Senior Chief Kenneth Virgilio EOD USN
PO1 Steven Virgilio, EOD, USN
GM1Class Instr. James W. Vigliotti

A New Seminarian
Recently you may have noticed a tall young man with red hair helping out at Mass.
That would be Gregory Marino, a new seminarian from our parish. Greg grew up in
Lake Grove, attending Centereach High School and Assumption of the BVM
Church. He is the youngest of five children and though his hair color might lead you
to think otherwise, he is 7/8 Italian and 1/8 Irish. Not surprisingly, standing at 6 feet,
six inches, Greg played high school basketball. In college, however, his sport was
baseball. Greg pitched for the Stony Brook Seawolves from 2016 to 2019. Stony
Brook is a division one school so Greg pitched against some of the top college
baseball programs in the country, including LSU, Arkansas, Florida and Pepperdine.
While at Stony Brook, Greg’s sister Theresa encouraged him to join the Stony Brook Newman Club where Greg
says he met some good, young Catholics which encouraged him to dive into his Catholic faith. In 2015, his family
began attending Mass at St. Patrick’s. That was also the year Fr. Sean Magaldi was assigned to our parish.
Through his interactions with Fr. Sean here and at Stony Brook University, where Fr. Sean served as chaplain,
Greg was inspired to live a holier life and to consider the priesthood.
In 2019, Greg graduated from Stony Brook with a B.S. degree in Health Science. He had intended to pursue a
career as a physician assistant, but the year after his graduation was spent working part-time at his family’s
architectural business and praying, reading and studying to discern whether God was calling him to the
priesthood. Again, he would encounter Fr. Sean Magaldi, who became the vocation director for the diocese in
2019. In January 2020, he applied to enter the seminary and in the Fall of 2020, he entered the Cathedral
Seminary House of Formation in Douglaston. He is currently on track to graduate from the
minor seminary with an M.A. degree in Catholic Philosophical Studies in 2022 and then
move on to the major seminary to study theology, most likely at St. Joseph Seminary in
Yonkers. If all goes well and God wills it, Greg will be ordained to the priesthood in 2027.
Greg has a devotion to the Divine Mercy, his favorite saint being Sister Faustina. He comes
from a family who practice the faith, including an uncle who is a Benedictine monk. He plays
the trombone and composes music for fun. And he is a Yankees, Jets, Knicks and Islanders
fan.
Please keep Greg in your prayers as he continues his seminary years and please pray for
vocations. If you or someone you know has an interest in the priesthood, you can find more
information and contact information on the diocese vocations website: http://
www.drvcvocations.com.

The Vision Statement of
St. Patrick Parish Family
The Roman Catholic Community of St. Patrick,
Smithtown, sees itself as:
The People of God, The Body of Christ
Enlightened by the Word of God
Nourished by the Life of Christ in the Sacraments
Supported by our love for and our forgiveness of
each other.
Empowered to bring the love, justice and peace
of Christ to our families, our neighbors, our
friends, our enemies, the poor and the powerless.
Called to reach out to the unchurched and the
non-practicing members of our community and to
assist in the spiritual, intellectual and social growth
of all whose lives we touch.

Bishop John Barres’ Pastoral Letter
on St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
On January 4th, we celebrated
the feast day of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton. St. Elizabeth’s
remarkable
life
includes
founding the first religious
community for women, opening
the first American parish school,
and establishing the first
American Catholic orphanage.
All of this in addition to being
widowed at the age of 30, left to raise five children on
her own. Bishop John Barres has written a pastoral
letter on St. Elizabeth. Her feast day marked the 200th
anniversary of her death.
To access the pastoral letter, go to:
https://www.stelizabethannsetonpastoralletter.com/

Coming Soon . . . .

St. Patrick School Open House
Virtual and Private Tours

Watch the bulletin for more information
St. Patrick School offers a quality Catholic education for students in nursery through eighth grade. Our
dedicated faculty and staff provide an encouraging and stimulating environment in which children are
given the opportunity to grow intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. St. Patrick School offers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enrollment of more than 460 students, with two classes per grade level.
Full and half-day Nursery and Pre-K programs.
Full-day Kindergarten.
Safe and secure environment with on campus security.
Catholic values incorporated throughout our curriculum.
All teachers are New York State certified.
First Friday Masses, religious education and sacramental preparation.
Before and after care available.
Technologically advanced classrooms include, iPads, Chromebooks, SMART Boards,
Wonderworks Robotics, Little Bit STEAM sets, flat panels, and document cameras.
Beautifully situated on 19 acres.
Active school community offering a varied program of sports, extracurricular and faith-based
activities.
Students in grades 6 through 8 compete in several sports in the Catholic Middle Schools
Athletic Association
Secure interactive outdoor playground.
Full-size modern gym with performing stage.
Dedicated lunchroom with licensed kitchen staff offering hot lunch daily.
Services are in place to accommodate students with individualized education plans.
100% acceptance rate to area Catholic high schools.

Please call (631) 724-0285 to learn more or schedule a visit.

PARISH FINANCIAL SUMMARY
For the Month of December

Giving Made Easier
Churches now routinely offer online giving for church
donations. There are many reasons for this. Fewer
people are using cash and checks. Mass attendance
at your home parish is usually interrupted by
vacations, business trips, illness, snow storms, and
now coronavirus concerns. And many people find it
easier (and greener) to not have to deal with church
envelopes.
St. Patrick’s offers several forms of online giving:
(1) Faith Direct: Signing up for Faith Direct
allows you to indicate a weekly contribution amount
that is automatically withdrawn from your account.
Just go to faithdirect.net or download the Faith
Direct app from the App Store. Our Parish code is
NY51.
(2) Our website: You can contribute at any time
by going to our website: stpatricksmithtown.org. Just
click the “Donate” button at the top right.
(3) Our Parish App: In addition to its many other
features, the OneParish App has a donation page
that allows quick and easy one-time or recurring
donations. You can download the One Parish App at
the App Store.

PARISH INCOME
Sunday & Holyday Collections
Christmas Day Collection
Christmas Flower Donations
Interest Income
Votive Candles (Poor Box Collections)
Building Use Assessment Fees
(For Youth Activities)
Religious Ceremony Donations (Baptisms)
Miscellaneous
PARISH EXPENSES
Salaries
Fringe Benefits (Medical, Pension, Soc. Sec., etc.)
Office Expenses (Postage, printing,computer fees,

telephone, supplies,offertory envelopes, copier leases, etc.)

Christmas Flowers
Diocesan Quarterly Assessment
Insurance
Utilities

Building Maintenance, supplies & general repair

Contracted Services (cleaning, waste services,
(grounds maintenance, snow removal, etc.)
Rectory Household
School Subsidy
Miscellaneous
Liturgical Items

Net Surplus:

$98,556.00
95,593.00
3,445.00
13.00
5,081.00
1,632.00
1,350.00
682.00
$206,352.00
$48,490.00
58,585.00
5,197.00
2,947.00
35,809.00
984.00
8,351.00
6,475.00
8,686.00
1,708.00
24,509.00
20.00
2,558.00
$204,319.00
$2,033.00

Fiscal Year-To-Date (Sept. 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020)
Total Income
$572,823.00
Total Expenses
$738,418.00
(Net Deficit)
($165,595.00)

Spring 2021 Deck Hockey

St. Patrick Youth is now accepting registrations for
Boys and Girls in grades Pre-K to 11
SEASON WILL BEGIN MARCH 13TH
Registration deadline is February 28th

(All registrations received after deadline will be place on a waiting list.)

ALL GAMES PLAYED OUTSIDE
on the St. Patrick’s Sports Court
Equipment Required: Street hockey helmet, hockey shin guards,
elbow pads, gloves, hockey stick and protective cup
Clinic Division (Pre-K & Kindergarten)

Registered Parishioner: $110, Non Parishioner: $120

League Divisions (Grades 1 - 11)

Registered Parishioner: $150, Non Parishioner: $160
Sibling discount: $10 each child for families with 3 or more children registered

Register in person at the Youth Office, by mail or online at www.stpatsyouth.com
Questions? Call 631-360-0185.

St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Holy Hour
Tuesday, January 19th
at 7:30 PM in the church
Exposition - Pro-Life Prayers - Rosary - Meditation - Benediction
Join us in praying for the most vulnerable among us.

One of the great advantages of the Internet is having access to so many resources. This includes spiritual
resources. St. Patrick’s pays an annual fee so that all our parishioners can sign up for FREE to FORMED.
FORMED is an online platform that offers 24/7 access to the best Catholic content on almost any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet. You will have instant access to thousands of books, audio talks,
movies, documentaries, studies and more. FORMED also includes excellent content for children.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org
Mike Aquilina, author of more than forty books and an expert on early Church history,
shares how the faithful witness of Christian families amidst the trials and persecutions
of the Church in the first centuries of its existence led to the rapid expansion of
Christianity and the conversion of the Roman Empire. He relates how fidelity to
prayer, faithful attendance of Sunday Mass, and love of neighbor offered a powerful
witness to a culture that, in many respects, is similar to our own.

The “New Atheists” are pulling no punches. If the world of nature needs a designer,
they ask, then why wouldn't the designer itself need a designer, too? Or if it can exist
without any designer behind it, then why can't we just say the same for the universe
and wash our hands of a designer altogether? Interweaving its pursuit of the First
Cause with personal stories and humor, this ground-breaking book takes a fresh
approach to ultimate questions. While attentive to empirical science, it builds its case
not on authoritative pronouncements of experts that readers must take on faith, but
instead on a nuanced understanding of universal principles implicit in everyone's
experience. Here is essential reading for all people who care about contemplating
God, not exclusively as a best explanation for the findings of science, but also as the
surprising-yet-inevitable implication of our common sense contact with reality. Augros
harnesses such intellects as Plato, Aristotle, and Aquinas, ushering into the light a
wealth of powerful inferences that have hitherto received little or no public exposure.
The result is an easygoing yet extraordinary journey, beginning from the world as we
all encounter it, and ending in the divine mind.

XLT Holy Hour - Our first XLT Holy Hour of the calendar year took place on Friday, January 8th. The next XLT
Holy Hour is set for Friday, February 5th from 7:00 to 8:00 PM. All are invited to come and draw closer to Christ
through word, song and adoration.

We are a People of Prayer
Please continue to say the following prayers each day as we
seek God’s guidance, strength and courage
Gracious God, we are your people embraced by your love. We thank you for your presence with us throughout all
time. Create us anew. Liberate us from that which keeps us from you. Enable us to recreate our world and
restore justice. Heal us from every form of sin and violence. Transform us to live your Word more profoundly.
Reconcile us so enemies become friends. Awaken us to the sacred; nurture our relationships; enliven our
parishes; reunite our families. Fill us with joy to celebrate the fullness of life. Empower us to be a community of
love growing in your likeness. Amen.
Thank you Father for the gift of life. Thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus. May my gratitude inspire and
sustain me in doing everything I can to respect the lives of all people and to do all in my power to end abortion
and everything else that harms, abuses, or threatens human life. Give me the courage and strength to live in your
image each day. Amen.
Lord, the plight of our brothers and sisters is deep and the suffering of
Christians is severe and frightening. Therefore, we ask you Lord to spare
their lives to grant them patience and courage to continue their witness of
Christian values with trust and hope. Lord, peace is the foundation of life;
Grant us the peace and stability that will enable us to live with each other
without fear and anxiety, and with dignity and joy. Amen.

The symbol to the right (the Arabic letter “N” for Nazarene) is being used to mark Christians in Iraq
for persecution.

REOPENING PARISH LIFE
Many of our parish liturgies and events have resumed. For all, social distancing protocols will be
observed and face masks should be worn.

MASSES
We have resumed our normal Mass schedule:
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
For the time being, we will be limited to 50 percent of the church’s
capacity. Social distancing protocols will be in place.

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK TO MASS!

ADORATION
We have resumed the following opportunities for adoration:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Exposition is offered every Thursday for one hour
following the 12:10 PM Mass.
First Friday Observance — On the first Friday of each month, the parish has an Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament after the 12:10 PM Mass which concludes with Benediction at 2:30 PM.
(Concluding time can vary due to our wedding schedule. Check the bulletin.)
Pro-Life Holy Hour - On the third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Family hosts this Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
Nocturnal Adoration - On the third Saturday of the month, Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins after the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS.

CONFESSIONS
All our Confession times have resumed. Confessions are heard from 3:45
to 4:45 PM on Saturday, 8:15 to 8:45 AM on Sunday, and 6:45 to 7:15 PM on
Monday.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK!

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS FORMATION
A new school year is underway for both St. Patrick School and our Religious Formation program. Please check
the websites below for any updates:
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
https://spssmith.org/calendar?page=1

ST. PATRICK RELIGIOUS FORMATION
https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar/

Other Parish Events That Have Resumed:
Bereavement Group - Our Monday night Bereavement Group has resumed meetings. Call 631-265-2271 to
register. You must wear a facemask.
Parent Bereavement Group - For those who have lost an adult child. The group meets monthly. For more
information call 631-265-2668.
St. Anne’s Prayer Group is meeting on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM in the church. Please wear a face
mask.
First Saturday Devotion - All are welcome to come and pray at 8:00 AM in the church on the First Saturday
of the month.
Life Teen - Our youth ministry for high school students is meeting on Sunday evenings. Email
spslifeteen@gmail.com for information.

Focus on
Religious Freedom
From Catholics For
Freedom of Religion

America As a Religious Refuge
in the 17th Century - Part 1
Refusing to compromise passionately held religious
convictions, in 1620, 102 Pilgrims, followed by thousands
of Puritans from 1630 - 1640s, fled European
persecution for the British North American colonies. The
New England colonies of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Maryland were established as "plantations of
religion." (1) Some settlers came for secular motives but
the great majority left Europe to worship God in the way
they believed to be correct. They enthusiastically
supported the efforts of their leaders to create "a city on
a hill" or a "holy experiment," whose success would
prove that God's plan for his churches could be
successfully realized in the American wilderness. (2) Even
colonies like Virginia that were planned as commercial
ventures, were led by self-proclaimed "militant
Protestants."
The Puritans settled in Massachusetts with a goal to
make the church more holy. By 1690 they were the
largest religious group with 50,000 living in MA. Since
they believed theirs was the only true religion, they
expelled those who disagreed. Puritan minister, Roger
Williams, disagreed with compelling others to agree with
him and was forced to leave the colony in 1636. He went
on to establish the colony of Rhode Island founded on
the principle of religious freedom.

America is Still an Asylum for those
Seeking Religious Freedom
A U.S. core value is the right to be a member of any
religion you choose and to worship openly. This is why
America grants religious asylum to those who have been
persecuted for their beliefs.
The Commission on
International Religious Freedom was formed in 1998 to
study the impact and violations of religious freedom
around the world. (3)
(loc.gov/exhibits/religion (1)
(2); manythings.org; reference.com,
3/28/20; politcalasylumusa.com; mtsu.edu/
first amendment; Proclamation on Religious Freedom
Day, 2020)

Each child has a place in God’s heart from all
eternity; once he or she is conceived, the
Creator’s eternal dream comes true. Let us
pause to think of the great value of that
embryo from the moment of conception.
- Pope Francis

In the Neighborhood . . .
Face the Truth Event - Help restore the right to life
for preborn children. Please join the Long Island
Coalition for Life for the Roe vs. Wade Anniversary
Memorial Face the Truth Event on Sunday, January 17th
from 1:30 to 3:00 PM. This peaceful public witness will
be held on the sidewalk in front of the Nassau University
Medical Center, 2201 Hempstead Turnpike, East
Meadow, a hospital that commits abortions. Be a positive
sign for life. Signs provided. Rain of shine. Sponsored by
the Long Island Coalition for Life, 631-243-1435,
info@prolifeLI.org.
Free Classes - Smithtown Central School District’s
Adult Basic Education program offers FREE morning,
afternoon and evening classes at NYA Annex Joseph M.
Barton District Building, 26 New York Avenue in
Smithtown. Classes include: English as a Second
Language (ESL); Adult Basic Education (ABE); High
School Equivalency (HSE); Citizenship; Financial,
Family, Health, and Computer Literacy (for those
enrolled in ESL ABE and HSE classes); Career
Counseling/Case Management (for those enrolled in ESL
ABE and HSE classes). Smithtown residency is not
required. For more information or to register, call 631382-2181. More information is also available at
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us then go to “Departments” and
“Adult Education.”
You Can Help Heal Your Marriage - Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do
you argue or have you just stopped talking to each
other? Does talking about it only make it worse?
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times in their
marriages. This program has helped thousands of
couples worldwide experiencing ALL TYPES of marital
difficulties. For confidential information about the
Retrouvaille program or to register for the upcoming
weekend that begins on Friday, January 22nd, at the
Marriott in Melville, please call 1-800-470-2230 and you
will be connected to a couple from Long Island/Metro
Retrouvaille who can help.

Why am I here? What's life all about?
What happens when we die?
Have you ever stopped to consider
life’s deepest questions?
What is this journey in
between the event we call
“birth” and the one we call
“death”? Is the journey
taking you somewhere, or
are you leading yourself to
some kind of destination – a destination that could
extend beyond your last breath? What do you want
from your life during the in between? The questions
are there. And, the answers are too.
Take a look at these important questions by watching
“The Search,” a seven-part video series, free of charge
once you sign up for FORMED.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

XLT Holy Hours 2020-21
Yes, they are back! All are welcome to join us
at our XLT Holy Hours!
XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours are a time to grow closer to
Christ through song, word, and adoration. Take some
time to step away from the world and into a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. XLT Holy Hours are scheduled for
the following Friday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the
church:
February 5th
March 5th
April 16th

May 7th
June 4th

The holy hour in our modern rat race is necessary for authentic prayer. Our world is one of speed in which intensity of
movement is a substitute for lack of purpose; where noise is invoked to drown out the whisperings of conscience; where talk,
talk, talk gives the impression that we are doing something when really we are not; where activity kills self-knowledge won by
contemplation.
- Archbishop Fulton Sheen

If you are in high school, please join us for Life Teen 2020-21!
Below is a list of our meeting dates:
January 24th
January 31st

March 21st*
March 28th*

February 7th
February 21st
February 28th

April 11th
April 18th
April 25th*

March 7th*
March 14th*

May 2nd
May 16th
May 23rd
June 6th
June 13th

All meetings are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM following the 5:00 PM Mass.
Please meet in the Parish Center parking lot.
When the weather is inclement, meetings will move to the gym
For more information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com
Wear a facemask.
*Wear Sneakers

Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures
January 24, 2021
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31;
Mark 1: 14-20

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience,
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays.
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies.
Your reflection may be dropped into the collection basket
as your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and
last name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.)

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee
proclaiming the gospel of God: "This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent,
and believe in the gospel." As he passed by the Sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen.
Jesus said to them, "Come after me, and I will make
you fishers of men." Then they abandoned their nets
and followed him. He walked along a little farther and
saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
They too were in a boat mending their nets. Then he
called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the
boat along with the hired men and followed him.
Focus Questions:
1. What inspires you to follow Jesus?
2. What distracts you from following Jesus?
3. The disciples’ decision to follow Jesus caused
them to change their way of life. How has your faith in
Jesus changed your way of life?
Children & Family Reflection:
There are many stories about Jesus in the gospels.
Which one is your favorite? Why?

Because children have abounding vitality,
because they are in spirit fierce and free,
therefore they want things repeated and
unchanged. They always say, "Do it again,"
and the grown-up person does it again until
he is nearly dead. For grown-up people are
not strong enough to exult in monotony.
But perhaps God is strong enough to exult
in monotony. It is possible that God says
every morning, "Do it again" to the sun; and
every evening, "Do it again" to the moon. It
may not be automatic necessity that makes
all daisies alike; it may be that God makes
every daisy separately, but has never got
tired of making them. It may be that He has
the eternal appetite of infancy; for we have
sinned and grown old, and our Father is
younger than we.
― G. K. Chesterton

Check Out our
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus Smithtown
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Our Council is open Wednesday evenings at 4:00 PM,
and Thursday and Friday evenings at 6:00 PM.
Stop by and say “Hello.”
Nightly drink specials, Hall rental available.
Visit us at: knightsofcolumbussmithtown.org

Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students
Thank you to all our new Words of Wisdom writers! Second grade students from our Religious
Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and Family Reflection” column in the bulletin
and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop the cards in the collection basket on
Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:
January 10th Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 7-11
Children & Family Reflection: What does your family remember about the day of your baptism?
Why did they think it was important that you were baptized?
•

They felt happy because I became part of the Church. It was pouring. Mommy said I was good. - Matthew

•

My family was very excited for me to receive the special blessing. It was important for me to be baptized to
get rid of original sin and become a child of God. - Dylan

•

We had a nice ceremony and party. My family wanted me to join the church community. - Lucas

•

Family being together. To become one with the Church and a follower of Jesus. - Anthony

•

My family remembers all being together for my baptism. It was an awesome day. - Jacqueline

•

A beautiful gathering of family and friends who believe in the importance of God in our lives. It was important
to be baptized to become children of God and members of the Church. My parents wanted me freed from sin
and given grace, a share in God’s life. - George

•

My baptism was a very important day. I was admitted into the Catholic community. I was three months old
and I loved being at the altar and having water sprinkled on my head. - James

•

My family remembers how beautiful and cold the day was to welcome me into the church. It was important
that I was baptized so I can grow closer to God. - Lilianna

•

They said I became closer to Jesus. It was a beautiful day with everyone celebrating. - Ella

•

My family remembers everyone gathering around the baptism pool because they believe faith and religion
are important. - Thomas

•

My mom and dad were happy to welcome me to the Church family. - Ryan

•

On the day of my baptism, my mother remembers holy water being poured on my forehead. My father
remembers togetherness at the Church. My baptism was important because I was presented to God. - Alexa

•

My family remembers gathering together for my baptism to welcome me into the Church. - Mikayla

•

They remember being surrounded by family and feeling blessed. They wanted me to be baptized to share
their faith in God and have me be a part of the church community. - Andrew
January 3rd Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about someone you know who came from a different
country or culture. What have you learned from him or her?

•

My mom comes from France. I learned to speak French. I learned about traditions like the King’s Cake to
celebrate the Epiphany. - Stella

•

The wise men followed a star to Jesus. If we use our hearts it is easy to find Jesus in our lives. - Aubrey

•

My Abuela comes from Columbia. She speaks a lot of Spanish. She has taught me a special song that we
play for each of our birthdays every year. It is called Los Mananaitas. It is about how we are a blessing from
God. We look forward to the song every year. - Lilianna

•

I don’t know anyone from a different country. My family came from Italy though. My Italian family worships
God and Church. They also like to make big meals and celebrate holidays together. - James
December 27th Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 22-40
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about why the people in your family are so special.

•

My family is special because they bring me fun places. My dad brings me fishing, my mom brings me to
school, and my grandma brings me to church. My sisters play with me and my family loves me. - James

•

My family is important because they help me and take care of me - Lucas

•

My family is special because they are nice and thoughtful. They are also special because they love us and
we love them. - Lukas

St. Patrick Youth
St. Patrick’s Youth web address is:
stpatsyouth.com
All forms and registrations are
available on our website.
Youth Office email is spyouth@optonline.net
Our phone is 631-360-0185

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Fall Deck Hockey
The Fall Deck Hockey Season has concluded. Thank you to all our
players, coaches, coordinators and families!
Winter Intramural Basketball
For boys and girls in grades Kindergarten to 12. Registrations are
being taken without a fee at this time. Once the season is confirmed,
you may complete your transaction online. Go to: stpatsyouth.com >

VIRTUS Training
All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a
Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball Registration
VIRTUS class if they have not done so. On-line
Regarding Sports Parking
registration must be completed before you attend.
Please park only on the east side of the property.
See VIRTUS.org for information and registration.
Enter sports court at east gate entrance.
CPR/First Aide
Training courses are available and will be available
throughout the year.
If you believe what you like in the Gospel, and reject
You may call the office for more information
what you don't like, it is not the Gospel you believe,
Read the Bible in a year challenge!
but yourself.
St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the Bible
in a year! Just go to the website and you will find
- St. Augustine
the link with daily readings
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program
Before Care – Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
Pray for the Sick
schedule. It begins at until 8:20 AM
Lillian Adams
After Care- Our program is offered Monday through
Andrew DiLeo
John Lawler
Thomas Adams
Kenneth Cook
Chris M.
Friday following the St. Patrick School schedule,
Laura Alam
Anthony Costaro, III
C. Madden
from 2:20 to 6:00 PM
Dennis Anderson
Dee Covello
Paul Mason
You must register in advance.
Russ Anderson
Marie
Crowley
Alison McDonald
You may download forms from our website
Allan Ahrens
Joseph Cuccia
Robert McGinley
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program –
Caroline Arnold
Grace Demille
Dustin McGranahan
Don Atmanchuk Sr.
Our program offers NY State guided curriculum
Karen Dempsey
James McLean
J.M.A.
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts and
Matthew DiStefano
Joseph Merriam
Fil A.
Richard DeVilla
gross motor play.
Kathleen N.
Grace B.
Lina Espinal
Connie Polik
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver –
Lenore Baran
Salvatore Esposito
Fred Polik
Children ages 18 months through 2 years.
John Bartley
Debra Fischer
Patty Regano
Creative fun, play, crafts, light snack & music time
Judith Bartley
Robert Gann
Zena Romanzi
Rose Bevers
Ralph Garofalo
Ariel Ruvinsky
Separation Class
Ann Bono
Marilyn Gast
Bea S.
Children ages 2 to 3 years old
Ashley Borino
Mary Gorman Geraci
Lawrence Savery
Circle time, music, playing and sharing
Anthony Borrelli
Elinor Glasser
Joan Schiavoni
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time
Agnes Black
Thomas Gould
Tankyard Schiavoni
Brady Browning
Music Ministry
Ed Hau
Anna Sicuranza
George Bruckbauer
Bob Heimink
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12)
Kay Slevin
Francis C.
Mary Heimink
Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5)
Theresa Soriano
Rick C.
Robert Heimink, Jr.
Jacqueline Spinelli
Children’s Choir practice:
Daniel Carrano
Linda Hennig
Christine Strecker
6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall
Dee Covello
Cynthia Kambos
Christine Thompson
Folk Group practice:
Tom Clark
Thomas Keane
John Walsh
7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church
Maria Clarke
Mary K.
John Weiss
New members always welcome!
Carly Colvell
Bassam Khudari
James Wheeler
Kathy Connolly
Matthew LaTorre
Junior Catholic Daughters
JCDA is a young women’s service organization
Those listed under “Prayers for the Sick” remain on the list for a
Young women grades 5 -11 are welcome!
limited period of time. If you would like to add a name or return
JCDA meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in our
a name to the list, please call Parish Outreach at 631-265modular classroom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
2668.
Call Patty Davis at 631-780-6313 for details
Pray for the Dead
Learning Center
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School
Leonard Dabalsky
Paul F. Polidoro
Raul E. Prados
All areas of study, catholic entrance exam
Stephanie O’Neill
and SAT preparation

Parting Shot. . .
Let Us Pray - A young parishioner pauses to
pray following the 10:30 AM Mass last Sunday.

