St. Patrick R.C. Church
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
December 6, 2020 - Second Sunday of Advent

Advent Arrives
Last weekend we marked the
beginning of the Advent
season by lighting the first
Advent candle.
God of power and mercy open
our hearts in welcome.
Remove the things that hinder
us from receiving Christ with
joy so that we may share his
wisdom and become one with
him when he comes in glory,
for he lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communions and Commitments - For St. Patrick School students
who were scheduled to receive their First Holy Communion last May, the
long-awaited day finally came on Saturday, November 21st (top photos).
On Sunday, November 22nd, Level 7 students turned in Commitment
Packets as part of their preparation for Confirmation in 8th grade.

St. Patrick Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2271, rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
www.stpatricksmithtown.org

Mass Times

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Mass
Saturday:
9:00Times
AM, 5 and 8 PM
Weekdays:
6:45 A.M., 9:00
A.M.,
12:10 PM
Novena
Mass (Miraculous
Medal):
Monday,
7:30 PM
Saturday:
5 and
PM
Sunday:
7:30, 9:00
9:00,AM,
10:30
AM,812
Noon, 5 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Marriage
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00,
10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
at least six months Marriage
before the desired wedding date.
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
Baptisms
at least six months before
the desired wedding date.
Currently by appointment. For information, go to
Baptisms
www.stpatricksmithtown.org
> Sacraments > Baptism
Currently by appointment. For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Reconciliation

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass
First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction*
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month
from 9 PM to 7 AM Sunday*
*Watch bulletin for modified times
Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM
**Watch bulletin for possible changes in concluding time

From the Pastor’s Desk
As I write the message the wind is howling outside
and there are reports of electrical outages and closed
roads. The Smithtown app on my iPhone reports the
problems so we can either stay where we are or take a
more circuitous route to where we have to be. Detours
are part of life at times. The key is not to lose our focus
or be distracted from what is really important.
The first reading at Mass today (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11)
calls us to “prepare the way of the Lord.” There are
many distractions that can cause us to lose our
awareness of what is really important in our lives,
especially as far as our faith is concerned. In the first
reading, Isaiah urges us to look at where we are in our
lives and how God fits into the picture. We are being
inundated with calls to shop online or in person. We do
not want the restrictions we face with the coronavirus to
lessen our preparations for and celebration of
Christmas. We can be creative when we are faced with
challenges. The season of Advent is our family gift as
the Church to become more and more aware of how
God reaches out to us. As much as we want to be
enriched by the joy that Christmas showers upon us
as people of faith, God wants to make His promised,
loving presence in Jesus clear and joyful.
While we focus on all we have to do to get ready for
Christmas, it is good to see the obstacles that God
overcame for the birth of Jesus. When we love
someone there is no obstacle that is too big or no
problem so burdensome that we cannot face and work
through it. As I was praying the Joyful Mysteries of the
Rosary earlier this day, I was struck by how God’s plan
to come into our world in Jesus was not sidetracked or
overcome by an unwelcoming atmosphere. We know
that when Mary and Joseph got to Bethlehem that it
was crowded and there was no room for the birth of
Jesus to take place in a human shelter. He was born in
a stable. Not only do we see the ever-present desire of
God’s determination to come among us and fulfill His
promises to come, we see how humble His love is.

A lack of welcome to a human shelter foreshadowed
the unwelcome Jesus experienced when He was
arrested and crucified. But God’s love cannot be
extinguished. He does not come among us to destroy
or punish us. He does not react with vengeance and
anger. We do that to ourselves. He came among us
gently and lovingly with the most powerful, life-giving
love we could ever know. He was not distracted nor
did He change His desire to love us into the fullness
of life with Him and one another.
I offer words from the first reading today
and encourage you to think about the obstacles you
face in finding time to pray and give thanks to God for
the blessings we have. Gratitude makes love more
visible and the bond we have with God and one
another stronger and stronger. The greater our
awareness of God’s love, the more powerful our love,
the more humble we become, and the greater our joy
in what really matters in our lives. How refreshing,
inspiring, and life giving it is to be in the presence of
those we love and to carry that love in our hearts at all
times.
A voice cries out:
In the desert prepare
the way of the LORD!
Make straight in the wasteland
a highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill
shall be made low;
the rugged land shall be made a plain,
the rough country, a broad valley.
Then the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Why Not Advertise in Our Bulletin?
Our church bulletin is not only available in church, it is
also emailed to our parishioners each week. If you
would like to reach Smithtown area residents regarding
your business, the St. Patrick’s bulletin is a great place
to advertise.
You can build your own ad by going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com

Masses for the Week
Saturday, December 5th:
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Ann & Anthony Palermo
People of the Parish

Sunday, December 6th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Philip & Josephine Hampton
Lawrence
Cruso
..
Noella & Armand Berthelot
Lori Kanestrin
Joan Edlind & Maureen Hallmark

Monday, December 7th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM (Vigil)

Judith Hamilton
Lawrence Cervellino
Nicholas & Idelene Reeber
Alicia Cuervo

Tuesday, December 8th (Immaculate Conception of the BVM):
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM

Stephen Preble
The Sime Family
Harry Nadler
Gabriella Szabova-Jager

Wednesday, December 9th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Dorothy Brown
Jane Muller
Richard D. Ortiz

Thursday, December 10th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Mario Vedetta
Donald James Burns
Paul Loiacono

Friday, December 11th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Rita Walshe
Carl Valentino
Thomas Kelly

Saturday, December 12th:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

*Multiple Intentions
Steven Groneman
James LaRosa

Sunday, December 13th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Rita Augusta
Rosaria Alletto
Peggy Anne Jordan
People of the Parish
William Driscoll

*Mario Pinello, Robert Pinello, Joseph Irwin, Julius Varricchio,
Erin & Robert Armstrong, Don Sinclair (L), Katharina Nitz,
Michele Mainella

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Acheampong, Associate Pastor
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor
Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan
Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator
Mr. Josh Moore, Youth Minister

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Forma on - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Oﬃce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri.
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun.
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.—Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon. - Fri.
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon. - Thurs.
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council Email:
pastoral_council@stpatricksmithtown.org

Parish Organiza ons*
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Tues., 7 PM
Choir: Thurs. evening, 8 PM
Columbie es: 2nd Sat. 10:30 AM
Jus ce & Peace: Once a month, 7:00 PM Outreach Ctr.
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8 PM
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM
Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 10:30 AM , Parish Center
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271
Something for Seniors; 2nd & 4th Wed., 1 PM, 265-0034
*Many organiza ons are not mee ng at this me or must limit
the number of people. Please call if interested, 631-265-2271.

Help Wanted
Fr. Walden is looking to hire three or four people who can
livestream our daily 9:00 AM Masses and tape our
Sunday Mass and put them on our website. At times
people also ask for funerals to be livestreamed because
they cannot be there due to the pandemic. It only involves
an hour of the daily and Sunday Masses. If interested, call
Fr. Walden at the rectory at 631-265-2271.

Treasure
Communal Offering November 29, 2020: $32,068.82.
Offering Corresponding Sunday 2019: $30,884.98.
Thank you for your generosity.

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry

Reach for a Star
The Reach for a Star Program is under way! We will
be collecting gifts this weekend, December 5th & 6th at
all Masses. Stars for gift certificates and gifts are still
available; please contact Parish Outreach at 631-2652668 or email spposm@optonline.net
Once you have chosen your star:

•

Buy the gift

•

Wrap it and tape the star on top

•

Including a gift receipt would be a thoughtful gesture
and most appreciated!

Due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions, we would
prefer that gifts be dropped off at the Parish Outreach
office by December 11th. The office is
open Monday – Friday from 9:30 AM to
2:30 PM.
Please refer to our full page flyer in this
week’s bulletin. We know you will respond
with the same enthusiasm and generosity
that made the project such an
overwhelming success in previous years.
Love is stronger than a pandemic!

Wedding Banns
Third Time:
Michelle Lorentzen, St. Patrick, Smithtown
Logan Driscoll, Assumption of the BVM, Centereach

Build Your Own
Bulletin Ad
Our church bulletin is not only
available in church, it is also
emailed to our parishioners
each week. If you would like to
reach
Smithtown
area
residents
regarding
your
business, the St. Patrick’s
bulletin is a great place to advertise. You can
build your own ad by going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com

Support Our Religious
Next weekend, December 12th & 13th, there will be a
collection is for the Retirement Fund for Religious.
Many senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests served for little or no pay. Today, religious
communities often do not have enough savings to meet
retirement needs. Your gift helps provide medications,
nursing care, and more for tens of thousands of elderly
religious. It also helps ensure younger members can
continue the good works of their elders. Please be
generous.

Catholic Daughters’ Meetings
Canceled Until Further Notice
St. Patrick’s Catholic Daughters Court Queen of the
Universe will not be holding meetings until further notice.
The Catholic Daughter Baby Shower, usually held in
January, has also been canceled with the hope
rescheduling at a later date.

The Altar Bread and Wine
were donated for the week
in loving memory of
Frank Schiavone.

The Pro-Life Rose
was dedicated this week
in loving memory of
Kimmy.

Pro-Life Rose
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Lisa by
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com or
call 656-6343.
Your participation helps bring a greater awareness of
the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine
Memorial
To arrange a memorial for Altar
Bread and Wine, please call
Diane Sperzel at 265-3307.
Donation for the week is $50.
Cards will be sent to the family.

Masses for the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Monday, December 7th
7:30 PM Vigil
Tuesday, December 8th
6:45 AM
12:10 PM
9:00 AM
7:30 PM
The Theotokos, Mary, the common refuge of all Christians, was the
first to be liberated from the primitive fall of our first parents.
- St. Andrew of Crete

National Night of
Prayer for Life

Tuesday, December 8th
from 9:00 PM to 10:00 PM in our church
All are invited!

Prayers

-

Rosary

-

Benediction

Come and pray in unity
with churches around the country.
All life has inestimable value even the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the old,
the unborn and the poor, are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in his own image,
destined to live forever, and deserving of the utmost reverence and respect.
- Pope Francis

Pray for Our Nation
Please join us
on Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in
the church for a Holy Hour and
Prayers for our Nation

Members of our Legion of Mary and St.
Anne’s Prayer Group lead us in prayer as
we entrust our country to Divine Providence
through Our Lady’s Intercession.

REOPENING PARISH LIFE
After months of lockdown due to the coronavirus, our parish and our community are beginning to
reopen. Below is information how parish life is resuming.

MASSES
We have resumed our normal Mass schedule:
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
For the time being, we will be limited to 50 percent of the church’s capacity.
Social distancing protocols will be in place.

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK TO MASS!

ADORATION
We have resumed the following opportunities for adoration:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Exposition is offered every Thursday for one hour
following the 12:10 PM Mass.
First Friday Observance — On the first Friday of each month, the parish has an Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament after the 12:10 PM Mass which concludes with Benediction at 2:30 PM.
(Concluding time can vary due to our wedding schedule. Check the bulletin.)
Pro-Life Holy Hour - On the third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Family hosts this Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
Nocturnal Adoration - On the third Saturday of the month, Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins after the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass. Initially Nocturnal Adoration will be offered for one hour after the Mass.
Watch the bulletin for information on when Nocturnal Adoration through the night will resume.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS.

CONFESSIONS
All our Confession times have resumed. Confessions are heard from 3:45
to 4:45 PM on Saturday, 8:15 to 8:45 AM on Sunday, and 6:45 to 7:15 PM on
Monday.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK!

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS FORMATION
A new school year is underway for both St. Patrick School and our Religious Formation program. For more
information, check the websites below:
ST. PATRICK RELIGIOUS FORMATION
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar/
https://spssmith.org/calendar?page=1

Other Parish Events That Have Resumed:
Bereavement Group - Our Monday night Bereavement Group has resumed meetings. Call 631-265-2271
to register. You must wear a facemask.
Parent Bereavement Group - For those who have lost an adult child. The group meets monthly. For more
information call 631-265-2668.
St. Anne’s Prayer Group is meeting on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM outside the Parish Center in the
shade by the St. Anthony statue. Please bring a chair and wear a face mask.
First Saturday Devotion - All are welcome to come and pray at 8:00 AM in the church on the First
Saturday of the month.
Life Teen - Our youth ministry for high school students is meeting on Sunday evenings. Email
spslifeteen@gmail.com for information.
Our Something for Seniors group will not meet until January.

St. Patrick’s Church
Blood Drive th
Thursday, December 17
from 4:00 PM to 8:30 PM
in Canning Hall

Watch the bulletin for more information.

Are you on our Parish Email List?
Our parish stays in touch with parishioners via email concerning
important announcements, Christmas and Easter schedules, and
daily reflections from our pastor, Fr. Walden. It is a great way to be
an informed, inspired parishioner!
If you would like to join our email list, just send an email requesting
to be added to our email list to:
stpatrickssmithtown@gmail.com

Giving Made Easier
Churches now routinely offer online giving for church
donations. There are many reasons for this. Fewer people
are using cash and checks. Mass attendance at your
home parish is usually interrupted by vacations, business
trips, illness, snow storms, and now coronavirus concerns.
And many people find it easier (and greener) to not have
to deal with church envelopes.
St. Patrick’s offers several forms of online giving:
(1) Faith Direct: Signing up for Faith Direct allows you
to indicate a weekly contribution amount that is
automatically withdrawn from your account. Just go to
faithdirect.net or download the Faith Direct app from the
App Store. Our Parish code is NY51.
(2) Our website: You can contribute at any time by
going to our website: stpatricksmithtown.org. Just click the
“Donate” button at the top right.

Sharing Their Good Fortune
When Nicole Davidson won some money in a
contest where she works, her son Andrew
suggested that they use it to purchase
Thanksgiving food to donate to Parish Outreach.
Andrew is seen here dropping off their donations.
Andrew is a Level 7 student in our Religious
Formation program

(3) Our Parish App: In addition to its many other
features, the OneParish App has a donation page that
allows quick and easy one-time or recurring donations.
You can download the One Parish App at the App Store.
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Pictured on pages 8 & 9: (1-2)
Children in our Learning Center
celebrate Thanksgiving. (3-6) A third
grade St. Patrick School class with
slime/turkey creations. (7-11) Level 7
students in our Religious Formation
program hand in their confirmation
packets on Commitment Sunday. (12
-22) Grade 3 St. Patrick School
students celebrate their long-awaited
First Holy Communion.
21

22

St. Patrick Parish Outreach
Invites You to Give Jesus Your Gift of Love!
Christmas is a time for gifts of love and gifts of
sharing. When we celebrate the birth of the Christ
Child, we can envision his delight as we offer our gifts
of love. That vision can come to life through our
REACH FOR A STAR project as we offer our joyous
gifts to the Christ in a needy child.
Despite the pandemic, the underprivileged children of
Bay Shore, Brentwood, Central Islip, Coram, Mastic
Beach, Huntington Station, Women First (LifeNet), Brookside Pediatrics, Options
for Community Living, St. Catherine’s Nursing Home and our own hurting Parish
families are still in need of our love and support. Due to social distance concerns
and everyone’s health and safety, new procedures have been put in place for this
year.
Please contact Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668 or spposm@optonline.net to
request a star.
Purchase and wrap the gift. Label the gift with the star. Gift receipts are
appreciated. New gifts only, please.
Return the gift to the Parish Outreach office Monday – Friday, 9:30AM 2:30PM, or bring the gift to Mass the weekend of December 5th & 6th.
We will begin accepting gifts immediately. To allow ample time for
distribution, all gifts must be returned by Friday, December 11th.
Monetary donations are gladly accepted.
Envelopes are provided in the weekly offering packet.
Thank you for your support and understanding during these uncertain
times. May God bless you for your kindness and generosity.

Reach for a Star!
St. Patrick Parish Outreach
Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2668

Winter Intramural Basketball 2021
We are excited to reopen our basketball program, provided we are able to do so in the Winter.
We will continue to use the guidelines set forth by the Governor and local authorities to ensure
the safety of participants and spectators.
We are asking you to register without a fee and once we are set to play you will be able to
complete your transaction online.
To register, go to: stpatsyouth.com > Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball Registration
The program is for boys and girls in grades Kindergarten through 12th. Players may request
friends and/or a coach. In order for players to form a team there must be a designated coach.

Important Informa on for All Parish & School Volunteers
Background Screening Update
The Oﬃce for the Protec on of Children and Young People:
The Charter for the Protec on of Children and Young People (The Charter) promulgated by the Bishops of
the United States in 2002 outlines speciﬁc prac ces and guidelines providing standards of safety in
parishes and dioceses throughout the United States. As directed in The Charter, the Diocese of Rockville
Centre requires all employees, clergy, and volunteers to complete three requirements within thirty days of
employment or volunteering:
A end Protec ng God’s Children Program (Virtus)
Sign the Codes of Conduct;
Complete a background screen applica on. The Diocese requires all those who
remain in ac ve ministry be rescreened at 5 yr. intervals. volunteers/
employees.
A Word on Background Screening of Volunteers:
The Oﬃce for the Protec on of Children and Young People (OFPCYP) has streamlined the volunteer
applica on process enabling volunteers to complete the three safe environment requirements in one step.
Individuals wishing to volunteer in a parish or school:
Register to a end a Protec ng God’s Children class and create a Virtus account on the Virtus website:
www.Virtus.org
Electronically acknowledge the Diocesan Code of Conduct- provided during the Virtus registra on
process.
Follow the instruc ons to complete the Sterling Volunteers background screening applica on
background oﬀered during the Virtus registra on process.
Ac ve Volunteers:
If you are ac ve in a parish ministry, have already a ended Virtus and have been background screened you
may be at – or beyond- the 5yr. rescreening requirement. If this is the case, you will receive an email from
Sterling Volunteers asking you to complete the background screening applica on on-line. You may
access the background screening applica on by following the prompt in the email or logging into your
Virtus account. Please be aware-this is not a scam nor has your e-mail been hacked. The OFPCYP has
been working with your parish to update the Safe Environment records and noted it is me for you to be
rescreened. You may also be prompted to electronically resign the Code of Conduct when you log into
your Virtus account.
Edit Your Virtus Account:
To access your Virtus account: www.Virtus.org You will need your Username and Password. If you need
assistance, please contact Virtus: 1-888-847-8870 or helpdesk@virtus.org. Once in your account, review
your account informa on-par cularly your e-mail address. If your account requires upda ng, please hit
the TOOLBOX tab at the top of the screen. On the le side of your screen in the green column click
“Update My Account” You will be able to make the necessary changes-please remember to hit the SAVE
bu on at the bo om of the screen.
Ques ons or concerns: mmcmahon@drvc.org; amendoza-cantos@drvc.org; jwinter@drvc.org;
pditomasso@drvc.org
Thank you to all who con nue to serve in a ministry during these extremely challenging days.

XLT Holy Hours 2020-21
Yes, they are back! All are welcome to join us at
our XLT Holy Hours!
XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours are a time to grow closer to
Christ through song, word, and adoration. Take some time
to step away from the world and into a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. XLT Holy Hours are scheduled for
the following Friday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the
January 8th
February 5th
March 5th

April 16th
May 7th
June 4th

The holy hour in our modern rat race is necessary for authentic prayer. Our world is one of speed in which intensity of
movement is a substitute for lack of purpose; where noise is invoked to drown out the whisperings of conscience; where talk,
talk, talk gives the impression that we are doing something when really we are not; where activity kills self-knowledge won by
contemplation.
- Archbishop Fulton Sheen

If you are in high school, please join us for Life Teen 2020-21!
Below is a list of our meeting dates:
December 6th
December 13th

March 21st*
March 28th*

January 3rd
January 10th*
January 24th
January 31st

April 11th
April 18th
April 25th*
May 2nd
May 16th
May 23rd

February 7th
February 21st
February 28th

June 6th
June 13th

March 7th*
March 14th*

All meetings are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM following the 5:00 PM Mass.
Please meet in the Parish Center parking lot.
When the weather is inclement, meetings will move to the gym
For more information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com
Wear a facemask.
*Wear Sneakers

Focus on Religious Freedom
From Catholics For Freedom of Religion
www.cffor.org

One of the great advantages of the Internet is having
access to so many resources. This includes spiritual
resources. St. Patrick’s pays an annual fee so that all
our parishioners can sign up for FREE to FORMED.
FORMED is an online platform that offers 24/7 access
to the best Catholic content on almost any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet. You
will have instant access to thousands of books, audio
talks, movies, documentaries, studies and more.
FORMED also includes excellent content for children.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

SUGGESTION FOR
THE WEEK ON FORMED

Dr. Scott Hahn, one of the most eminent Catholic
theologians in our country today, reveals what
scholars now know about the shepherds, the
mysterious Magi, and King Herod. Your Advent
journey will take on new meaning as you prepare
your heart for the birth of our Lord. This illuminating
presentation is sure to help you grow in appreciation
of the greatest gift ever given to mankind—Jesus
Christ.

. . . the more we confidently entrust the future to
God, without trying to know it or master it, the
more secure and peaceful we are.
- Fr. Jacques Philippe

"The liberty enjoyed by the people of these States
of worshipping Almighty God, agreeable to their
consciences, is not only among the choicest of
their blessings, but also of their rights.” - George
Washington

Supreme Court Rules for
"free exercise" of Religious Freedom
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled on Nov. 25, 2020, that
NY Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s executive order to enforce
strict attendance limits on places of worship designated
as coronavirus hot spots, violated the First Amendment's
"free exercise" clause and actively discriminated against
religious institutions. The majority decision ruled in favor
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn and the
Jewish congregations of Agudath Israel of America,
because the regulations treated the houses of worship
more harshly than comparable secular facilities. "The
restrictions at issue here, by effectively barring many
from attending religious services, strike at the very heart
of the First Amendment's guarantee of religious liberty,"
wrote the majority decision. (1)
New York's rules, which the justices found to be "severe"
and "inflexible," don't apply to retail stores in the same
neighborhoods and in some places there are no
attendance caps at all. "Not only is there no evidence
that the applicants have contributed to the spread of
COVID-19 but there are many other less restrictive rules
that could be adopted to minimize the risk to those
attending religious services," the Court held. (2)
"This is an historic victory," said Rabbi Chaim
Zwiebel.
"This landmark decision will ensure that
religious practices and religious institutions will be
protected from government edicts that do not treat
religion with the respect demanded by the
Constitution." (3)
In August, the pastors of two Colorado churches filed a
"Lawsuit (that) calls both the federal government and
Colorado leaders into account for their violations of the
right to free exercise of religion among other abuses of
power, primarily resulting from Gov. Jared Polis' COVID19 related Executive Orders," said Thomas More Society
attorneys. (4)
U.S. District Court Judge Daniel Domenico ruled, "The
Constitution does not allow the State to tell a
congregation how large it can be when comparable
secular gatherings are not so limited, or to tell a
congregation that its reason for wishing to remove facial
coverings is less important than a restaurant's or
spa's." (5)
(boisestatepublicradio.org,
11/26/20(1);
msn.com,
11/26/20(2)(3);
denver.cbslocal.com,
10/20/20(4);
pjmedia.com,
10/21/20(5);
npr.org,
11/26/20;
nypost.com, 11/26/20)
"I think it is appropriate that we pay tribute to this
great constitutional principle which is enshrined in
the First Amendment of the Constitution: the
principle of religious independence,
of religious liberty, of religious freedom."

- President John F. Kennedy

Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures
December 13, 2020
The Third Sunday of Advent
Readings: : Isaiah 61: 1-2a; 10-11;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1: 6-8; 19-28

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience,
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays.
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies.
Your reflection may be dropped into the collection basket
as your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and
last name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.)

A man named John was sent from God. He came for
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He was not the light, but came
to testify to the light. And this is the testimony of
John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests
and Levites to him to ask him, "Who are you?" He
admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, "I am not
the Christ." So they asked him, "What are you then?
Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not." "Are you the
Prophet?" He answered, "No." So they said to him,
“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those
who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?"
He said: "I am the voice of one crying out in the
desert, ‘make straight the way of the Lord,'" as Isaiah
the prophet said." Some Pharisees were also sent.
They asked him, "Why then do you baptize if you are
not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?" John
answered them, "I baptize with water; but there is
one among you whom you do not recognize, the one
who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to untie." This happened in Bethany across
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
Focus Questions:
1. Recall a time when you were a messenger of
joyful news.
2. Who needs you to be a messenger of joy this
season? How will you bring joy to this person’s life?
3. How does the light of Christ shine through your
actions?
Children & Family Reflection:
Tell about a time when you told someone some very
good news.

Check Out our Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus Smithtown
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Our Council is open Wednesday evenings at 4:00 PM, and
Thursday and Friday evenings at 6:00 PM.
Stop by and say “Hello.”
Nightly drink specials, Hall rental available.
Visit us at: knightsofcolumbussmithtown.org

Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students
Thank you to all our new Words of Wisdom writers! Second grade students from our Religious
Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and Family Reflection” column in the bulletin
and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop the cards in the collection basket on
Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:
November 22nd Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 31-46
Children & Family Reflection: What are some things you can do this Advent
to get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas?
•

I can go to church with my family and be kind to others. - William

•

I could put decorations out like a star, the village thing (Nativity scene) with Jesus, Mary and Joseph. I can have
people over - have parties. I might make a cake for Jesus. - Anthony

•

We can count down the days on an Advent calendar. - Jacqueline

•

I always get my sister ice when she is hurt. Jesus said when you do good for other people you are helping God.
- Andrew

•

I can help my family and pray. I am excited for Jesus’ birthday. - Blaise

•

(1) I can pray. (2) I will light Advent candles at home. (3) I will spend time with my family. (4) I will make a
Nativity scene. - Nicholas

•

Pray, be nice, listen. - Ryan

•

We buy food and toys for the poor. - Lucas

•

I can get ready by lighting an Advent wreath and praying. - Ella

•

During Advent, it is very important to be extra helpful and kind. I do this by helping my classmates in school. At
home, I give my extra hugs and kisses, and I share my toys with my sisters. I take time to study my religion. James.

•

I can make an Advent wreath and light one candle each week. - Dylan

•

If I see friends fighting, I can stop them and say, “Stop fighting,” and help them by telling them they are friends.
And there is no need to fight. And God will see good in me. - Lukas

•

I think you should always be nice to people. You shouldn’t do things to get things. I share all the time with my
brothers. - Savannah

•

That God is king. Jesus wants to be in our hearts. Surrender our lives to God. Around us everything is good. Be
a king in our family. God’s kingdom. Praying. God breaks the power of evil. Holy wine. God’s creativeness.
Jesus. - Matthew

•

Some things I can do during Advent to celebrate the birth of Jesus are decorate my house inside and outside,
and I also want to do a little display by the Christmas tree where a priest in a purple shirt is lighting up one
candle every week. But this priest can only light four candles. Three candles will be purple and one will be pink.
- Alexander
November 15th Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 14-30
Children & Family Reflection: What special talents or gifts has God given you? How do you use them?

•

I have many special gifts. I was blessed with the gift of being able to read very well. I use this gift to read stories
to my little sisters. Reading to them makes them happy. - James
November 8th Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 1-13
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about something you prepare or practice for.

•

We must always be ready for God. Having oil for a lamp is the same as being ready when God joins us so that
we can celebrate with him. - Aubrey

October 25th Gospel Reading: Matthew 22: 34-40
Children & Family Reflection: What are you doing to show your love for God, your neighbor and yourself?
•

I did what mom and dad say I need to do. My friend had surgery and when she got home, I made her a card to
cheer her up. - Natalie

•

Help my friend on the playground. - Ryan

St. Patrick Youth
St. Patrick’s Youth web address is:
stpatsyouth.com
All forms and registrations are
available on our website.
Youth Office email is spyouth@optonline.net
Our phone is 631-360-0185
VIRTUS Training
All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a
VIRTUS class if they have not done so. On-line
registration must be completed before you attend.
See VIRTUS.org for information and registration.
CPR/First Aide
Training courses are available and will be
available throughout the year.
You may call the office for more information
Read the Bible in a year challenge!
St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the
Bible in a year! Just go to the website and you will
find the link with daily readings
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program
Before Care – Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
schedule. It begins at until 8:20 AM
After Care- Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
schedule, from 2:20 to 6:00 PM
You must register in advance.
You may download forms from our website
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program –
Our program offers NY State guided curriculum
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts
and gross motor play.
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver –
Children ages 18 months through 2 years.
Creative fun, play, crafts, light snack & music time
Separation Class
Children ages 2 to 3 years old
Circle time, music, playing and sharing
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time
Music Ministry
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12)
Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5)
Children’s Choir practice:
6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall
Folk Group practice:
7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church
New members always welcome!
Junior Catholic Daughters
JCDA is a young women’s service organization
Young women grades 5 -11 are welcome!
JCDA meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in our
modular classroom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Call Patty Davis at 631-780-6313 for details
Learning Center
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School
All areas of study, catholic entrance exam
and SAT preparation

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Fall Deck Hockey
The Fall Deck Hockey Season is underway.
Winter Intramural Basketball
For boys and girls in grades Kindergarten to 12. Registrations are
being taken without a fee at this time. Once the season is
confirmed, you may complete your transaction online. Go to:

stpatsyouth.com > Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball
Registration
Regarding Sports Parking
Please park only on the east side of the property.
Enter sports court at east gate entrance.

It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of
us memories of goodness and thus to open the
doors of hope.
- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Pray for the Sick
Lillian Adams
Thomas Adams
Laura Alam
Dennis Anderson
Russ Anderson
Allan Ahrens
Caroline Arnold
Don Atmanchuk Sr.
J.M.A.
Fil A.
Grace B.
Lenore Baran
John Bartley
Judith Bartley
Rose Bevers
Ann Bono
Ashley Borino
Anthony Borrelli
Agnes Black
Brady Browning
George Bruckbauer
Francis C.
Rick C.
Daniel Carrano
Dee Covello

Tom Clark
Maria Clarke
Carly Colvell
Kenneth Cook
Anthony Costaro, III
Dee Covello
Marie Crowley
Joseph Cuccia
Grace Demille
Karen Dempsey
Matthew DiStefano
Richard DeVilla
Salvatore Esposito
Robert Gann
Marilyn Gast
Mary Gorman Geraci
Elinor Glasser
Thomas Gould
Bob Heimink
Robert Heimink, Jr.
Cynthia Kambos
Thomas Keane
Mary K.
Bassam Khudari
Matthew LaTorre

John Lawler
Chris M.
C. Madden
Paul Mason
Alison McDonald

Robert McGinley

Dustin McGranahan
James McLean
Joseph Merriam
Kathleen N.
Connie Polik
Fred Polik
Ariel Ruvinsky
Bea S.
Lawrence Savery
Joan Schiavoni
Tankyard Schiavoni
Kay Slevin
Theresa Soriano
Jacqueline Spinelli
Christine Strecker
Christine Thompson
Agnes Vion
John Walsh
John Weiss
James Wheeler

Those listed under “Prayers for the Sick” remain on the list for a
limited period of time. If you would like to add a name or return a
name to the list, please call Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668.

Pray for the Dead
Kelly Carling

Raymond E. Snaith

Parting Shot . . .
This Time Last Year - Usually during

Advent, we receive visits from the “Prophet
Isaiah.” This year, Isaiah was unable to travel
to our parish due to the coronavirus. Let’s all
pray for an end to the virus and a return to
our crowded seasonal celebrations.

