St. Patrick R.C. Church
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
January 24, 2021 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

A Gradual Return
to Normalcy
While the coronavirus is still
affecting parish life, activities
are gradually returning, with
precautions.
Pictured in the top row is a
LifeTeen Life Night and on the
bottom row, Winter Deck
Hockey.

St. Patrick Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2271, rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
www.stpatricksmithtown.org

Mass Times

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM

Marriage

Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms

Currently by appointment. For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Reconciliation

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass
First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction*
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month
from 9 PM to 7 AM Sunday*
*Watch bulletin for modified times
Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM
**Watch bulletin for possible changes in concluding time

From the Pastor’s Desk
One of the words we use to speak about who we are
and what is do is “calling.” What is our calling in life?
Sometimes the call comes from deep in our hearts. At
other times it comes from other people. When I was
studying for the priesthood, the last four years I was
“called” to different steps, the last being the call to be
ordained a priest. The first call was in the first year of
theology and was the call to the clerical state in a
ceremony called tonsure. That was followed by the call to
be officially a porter and a lector, where we knelt before
the bishop and were ordained for those offices. In the
early church, the porter was what we would call the
maintenance man. I have done that countless times as a
priest, unlocking and locking the doors, turning the lights
on and off, and all the other simple things in the everyday
operation of the church building. Following that we were
called to exorcist and acolyte. Only very holy priests
actually perform exorcisms, while acolyte is officially being
an altar boy. Following that we were called to be ordained
a subdeacon, deacon, and finally a priest. Each time we
got the call we went into the rector’s office and he said,
“Congratulations, you have been called to this particular
ministry.” But before we were called for each of these
ministries (called “minor orders”) the faculty of the
seminary voted us in. We were evaluated by them before
we could go on each time.
In today’s Gospel (Mark 1:14-20) we see Jesus calling
two sets of brothers to follow Him as His apostles: Peter
and Andrew, James and John. What did Jesus see in
them? What did they see in Him? Jesus calls each one of
us to follow Him? What does He see in us? What do we
see in Him? For most of us our journey of faith began
when our parents brought us as infants to be baptized. As
we mature we receive our first Holy Communion, go to the
Sacrament of Penance and complete our full initiation into
the Church through the Sacrament of Confirmation. That
makes the journey of faith much more relevant and very
dependent on our response. What does Jesus see in me?
That is a good question to ponder. He sees into the depths
of my heart, looking always through the eyes of
unconditional love and life giving mercy. Like any parent or
spouse He looks at us with great hope, joy, and gratitude.
The more we can see Him doing that, the stronger our
faith becomes and the more peace and direction we have
in our lives. We look to Him for hope, life, and the
assurance that our lives have a meaning and purpose that
only He can fulfill in us and guide us through.
The two sets of brothers in today’s Gospel dropped
everything when Jesus called them to follow Him. Our
biggest temptation at times is to drop Jesus from our
consciousness and focus on someone or something else
instead. While we do seek to put our heart and soul into
whoever we are with and whatever we are doing, those
who are intimately part of who we are never leave our
inner being. The gift of faith gives us the background and
inner direction we need to live our lives fully and
completely each day. We do call out to Jesus
spontaneously at times when we are full of joy and when
we are in a difficult and trying situation. His love, His
presence in our minds and hearts gets us though our

joys with gratitude and our trials with hope, courage,
and consolation.
I offer Psalm 42 for your prayerful reflection. As you
pray the words expressing your longing for God, think
about His yearning for you.
Like the deer that yearns
for running streams,
so my soul is yearning
for you, my God.
My soul is thirsting for God,
the God of my life;
when can I enter and see
the face of God?
My tears have become my bread,
by night, by day,
as I hear it said all the day long:
Where is your God?
These things will I remember
as I pour out my soul:
how I would lead the rejoicing crowd
into the house of God,
amid cries of gladness and thanksgiving,
the throng wild with joy.
Why are you cast down, my soul,
why groan within me?
Hope in God; I will praise him still,
my savior and my God.
My soul is cast down within me
as I think of you,
from the country of Jordan and
Mount Hermon, from the Hill of Mizar.
Deep is calling on deep,
in the roar of waters;
your torrents and all your waves
swept over me.
By day the Lord will send
his loving kindness;
by night I will sing to him,
praise the God of my life.
I will say to God, my rock:
Why have you forgotten me?
Why do I go mourning,
oppressed by the foe?
With cries that pierce me to the heart,
my enemies revile me,
saying to me all day long:
Where is your God?
Why are you cast down, my soul,
why groan within me?
Hope in God; I will praise him still,
my savior and my God.

Masses for the Week
Saturday, January 23rd:
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Christine Travis
Joseph Berlino

Sunday, January 24th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Marie Crowley
People of the Parisgh
Alexander Gorman
Felix Antonucci
Josephine Occhino

Monday, January 25th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM

Mentore Soncini
Paul Russo
Winslow & Lydia Orabona
Catholic Daughters - Suellen Donaghy

Tuesday, January 26th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Bernice Brown
John A. La Mancuso
Otto Irslinger

Wednesday, January 27th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

John Vincowski
Homer T. del Castillo
Jennifer Ford

Thursday, January 28th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

James Hill
Arthur Maddaloni
Carl Valentino, Sr.

Friday, January 29th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Carlos Julio Cruz Mateus
Alice T. Mullarkey
June Fay

Saturday, January 30th:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

*Multiple Intentions
John W. Roman
Matthew Bradish

Sunday, January 31st:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Bernadette Mundy
People of the Parish
Robert Nealon
Salvatore Luciano
Antoinette Nicosia

* Igino Iaboni, Deacon Kenneth J. Maher

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Acheampong, Associate Pastor
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor
Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan
Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator
Mr. Josh Moore, Youth Minister

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Forma on - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Oﬃce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri.
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun.
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.—Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon. - Fri.
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon. - Thurs.
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council Email:
pastoral_council@stpatricksmithtown.org

Parish Organiza ons*
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Tues., 7 PM
Choir: Thurs. evening, 8 PM
Columbie es: 2nd Sat. 10:30 AM
Jus ce & Peace: Once a month, 7:00 PM Outreach Ctr.
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8 PM
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM
Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 10:30 AM , Parish Center
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271
Something for Seniors; 2nd & 4th Wed., 1 PM, 265-0034
*Many organiza ons are not mee ng at this me or must limit
the number of people. Please call if interested, 631-265-2271.

Treasure
Communal Offering for January 10th $22,294.50.
Offering Corresponding Sunday 2020: $24,389.53.
Thank you for your generosity.

The 2022 Mass Book is open. Due
to the coronavirus, we are
allowing only two people at a time
in the rectory lobby. Please wear a
face mask.

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry

St. Patrick Parish Outreach
Bereavement Program Returns
St. Patrick’s would like to invite anyone suffering the
loss of a loved one, regardless of relationship, to
experience support and encouragement in a special
way. Our Parish Outreach Bereavement Program is a
safe place to meet with others who are also going
through the grieving process. The support group meets
at 7:00 PM in the Large meeting room of the Parish
Center on alternating Mondays. The next meeting will be
held on Monday, January 25th. Face masks are
required and social distancing will be observed. To
register, please call Parish Outreach at (631) 265-2668.

Parent Bereavement Group
Parish Outreach also offers a monthly bereavement
group for those who have lost an adult child. The group
meets at 7:00 PM in the Small meeting room of the
Parish Center. The next meeting is scheduled for
Monday, January 25th. If you have lost an adult child
within the last few years and would welcome the support
and comfort of others who can understand your pain
please call Outreach at 631-265-2668 to register. Face
masks are required and social distancing will be
observed.

Project Warmth
Are you having difficulty paying for heating costs due to
unforeseen circumstances? Project Warmth, a program
made available through the United Way, may be able to
assist you with a one time benefit. There are no income
eligibility guidelines for Project Warmth. A confidential
application can be made through the Parish Outreach
office. Please call 631-265-2668, Monday through
Friday from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM for further information.
Please remember…all inquiries are confidential.

The Altar Bread and Wine
were donated for the week
in loving memory of
Otto & Dorothy Irslinger.

The Pro-Life Rose
was dedicated this week
in loving memory of
Frank Englert.

Religious Formation

Due to the rise in Covid-19 numbers we
are suspending in person classes for Religious
Education levels 1-8 for the remainder of the 20202021 term.
Please note: All students are expected to do their work
in a timely manner. Everything is different this year;
however, it is imperative that students keep up to date
with their lessons at home. This is especially important
for those receiving sacraments this year and in order
to advance to the next level for all others.
Be assured of our constant prayers for the safety and
good health of you and your families.
For the most up-to-date information on religious
formation classes, please check the religious
formation website https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com

What really hurts is not so much suffering
as the fear of suffering. If welcomed
trustingly and peacefully, suffering makes
us grow. It matures and trains us, purifies
us, teaches us to love unselfishly, makes us
poor in heart, humble, gentle, and
compassionate toward our neighbor. Fear
of suffering, on the other hand, hardens us
in self-protective, defensive attitudes, and
often leads us to make irrational choices
with disastrous consequences.
- Fr. Jacques Philippe

Pro-Life Rose
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Lisa by
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com
or call 656-6343.
Your participation helps bring a greater awareness
of the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine
Memorial
To arrange a memorial for Altar
Bread and Wine, please call
Diane Sperzel at 265-3307.
Donation for the week is $50.
Cards will be sent to the family.

Support Mother’s in Need
Next Weekend We Will Have Our Bottles for Babies Collection
The pandemic has been hard on everyone,
including mothers in need who care for new babies
while existing on limited resources. Next weekend,
January 30th & 31st, we will have our “Bottles for
Babies” collection to help mothers and babies in
need in our area. Please recycle your bottles and
cans and donate the money you receive to this
worthy cause. Just look for the Baby Bottle Banks
at the church exits.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE WEEK ON FORMED
One of the great advantages of the Internet is having access to so many resources. This includes spiritual
resources. St. Patrick’s pays an annual fee so that all our parishioners can sign up for FREE to FORMED.
FORMED is an online platform that offers 24/7 access to the best Catholic content on almost any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet. You will have instant access to thousands of books, audio talks,
movies, documentaries, studies and more. FORMED also includes excellent content for children.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org
This new film is the world's biggest documentary on Pope St. John Paul II. It reveals his remarkable legacy in the
history of the Church and the world, as well as how his extraordinary personality, generosity, courage, and sense
of humor united people on all continents, regardless of their social status, age, or religious beliefs. It utilizes
exclusive archival footage featuring St. John Paul II, as well as a lot of original shots made for this comprehensive
film. Produced in HD quality, and four years in the making, it was filmed in thirteen countries. It features many
world famous figures from the Church, as well as politics, entertainment,
and news industries, and their inspiring, insightful thoughts about and
experiences with John Paul II.
Some of the many famous people featured in the film include Cardinal
Stanislaw Dziwisz (the Pope's longtime personal secretary), singer Placido
Domingo, actor Eduardo Verastegui, Cardinal Frances Arinze, journalist
Marco Politi, Italian politician & philosopher Rocco Buttiglione, former
Polish President Lech Walesa, and many more. This is a unique, dynamic,
high quality, and sweeping epic film on the amazing life and legacy of St.
John Paul II.

This series presents true stories of people whose example of
service to Christ and his Church have made a lasting
impression on others. These heroes lived truly great lives,
marked by moral depth, strength of character, outstanding
courage, and unswerving commitment. Seeing the struggles
they faced, and how they succeeded so gloriously, we are
challenged to follow their sample of dedication.

Rosary for Life
All are invited to our church on
Friday, January 29th from 1:00 to 3:00 PM
to pray all the mysteries of the Rosary.
Come for all or part of this time of prayer.
The holy Rosary is a powerful weapon. Use it with
confidence and you'll be amazed at the results.
-St. Josemaria Escriva

Pray for Our Nation
Please join us
on Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in the
church for a Holy Hour and Prayers
for our Nation.

Members of our Legion of Mary and St.
Anne’s Prayer Group lead us in prayer as
we entrust our country to Divine Providence
through Our Lady’s Intercession.

Be Sure to Support
Our Bulletin Advertisers
And if your business could use a boost
place an ad in our bulletin!
Our church bulletin is not only available in church, it is also emailed to
our parishioners each week. If you would like to reach Smithtown area
residents regarding your business, the St. Patrick’s bulletin is a great
place to advertise.

To learn more or to place an ad,
contact Bill Murphy at 631-697-7974.
You can also build your own ad by going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com

Pray for our Military
Please keep all those serving in the military and their families in your prayers.
GY SGT Bradley Baran
LT Michael R. Beggins, EOD, U.S. Navy
E6 Christopher Bobrowski
Pfc Christopher Bonenfant, USMC
PV1 Michael A. Brescia
SSgt Sarah L. Brown, USAF
CPT John C. Burk, U.S. Army
PVT Douglas Butera
LT CMDR Alex Buschor, USN
SGT John P. Byrne
Cpl. Claude Castille
Lt. Matthew James Correa USAF
Sgt Eric J. Coyne, Air Force
Lt. James D’Aprile, U.S. Army
LCpl. Richard Dekanchuk, USMC
PVT Patrick Fagan
LTC Andrew Fetherston
LTC Kristin Fetherston
LT John Joseph Foley
MM1 Stephen P. Foster
SGT James Fowler
CPT David Geller
Lt. Salvatore DiGiacomo, USAF
CPT Bret Guglielmi
MAJ Thomas Hanifen
CPT Erin Hayde

MAJ Ryan Hayde
Senior Master SPvt. Donald Henley
CPT Kyle Higgins
CPT Michael Huggins
WO Christopher Kaminsky
SSgt. Travis Kendall, Air Force
A1C Jacob Kendall, Air Force
Cpl. Michael J. Knipper, US Marines
LCpl. Kurt Kusterbeck. US Marines
Pfc. Connor Russ Lang, US Army
SPC Andrew Steven Lawler, US Army
SGT Patricia Heikkila
MAJ Timothy MacGinley
Cpl. Vincent Martinelli
Seaman Ronald Martiny, USN
Cassandra McCarthy, US Army
SGT Kyle T. McCarthy, US Army
CPT Chris McLoughlin
LT Anthony Mercado
COL John K. Meehan. U.S. Army
SPC Edward Meraglia
COL Mark Nordstrom
SFC Philip Nordstrom
1LT Joel Nordstrom
Lt. Kristen Noviello, USMC
LCpl Sondra Nowack, USMC
PFC Jorge Rostra Obando

Sgt August R. Oetting, III, USMC
SFC Thomas O’Carroll
LT Patrick O’Hea, USN
Capt. Daniel J. O’Sullivan, USAF
Stephen Outcault, USMC
Pvt. Vincent Patrizio
Cpl Brian Plunkett, USMC
LCpl Jean Prou
SFC William Pullar, Jr.
SGT Andrew Rea
Private Eric Roehrig
SGT Michael William Rousseau
Cpl. Patrick Sheridan
PFC Richard N. Silecchio
SF1 Corey Slattery
SSG Zachary A. Small
LCDR Christian Stanco, USCG
MAJ Marc Stanco, USAF
SPC Edward Stephenson
Timothy Sweeney, Navy Seals
Cpt. Kathleen Thomas, USAF
GEN Kenneth E. Tovo
LT Amanda J. Towey EDO USN
GySgt Matthew Vergara
GySgt Richard Derek Vergara
Senior Chief Kenneth Virgilio EOD USN
PO1 Steven Virgilio, EOD, USN
GM1Class Instr. James W. Vigliotti

Spring 2021 Deck Hockey

St. Patrick Youth is now accepting registrations for
Boys and Girls in grades Pre-K to 11
SEASON WILL BEGIN MARCH 13TH
Registration deadline is February 28th

(All registrations received after deadline will be place on a waiting list.)

ALL GAMES PLAYED OUTSIDE
on the St. Patrick’s Sports Court
Equipment Required: Street hockey helmet, hockey shin guards,
elbow pads, gloves, hockey stick and protective cup
Clinic Division (Pre-K & Kindergarten)

Registered Parishioner: $110, Non Parishioner: $120

League Divisions (Grades 1 - 11)

Registered Parishioner: $150, Non Parishioner: $160
Sibling discount: $10 each child for families with 3 or more children registered

Register in person at the Youth Office, by mail or online at www.stpatsyouth.com
Questions? Call 631-360-0185.

Life Teen Life Night
High school age young
people enjoy a recent Life
Teen Life Night. Life Teen
meets on Sunday evenings
after the 5:00 PM Mass
(approximately 6:00 PM). For
more information, email:
spslifeteen@gmail.com

Winter
Deck
Hockey

Normally St. Patrick’s only
offers Deck Hockey in the
fall and spring. But this
year, a winter season is
underway - just on the
weekends. With many
COVID-19 restrictions still
in place, it’s a great
opportunity for some fresh
air and fun.

Coming Soon . . . .

St. Patrick School Open House
Virtual and Private Tours

Watch the bulletin for more information
St. Patrick School offers a quality Catholic education for students in nursery through eighth grade. Our
dedicated faculty and staff provide an encouraging and stimulating environment in which children are
given the opportunity to grow intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. St. Patrick School offers:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enrollment of more than 460 students, with two classes per grade level.
Full and half-day Nursery and Pre-K programs.
Full-day Kindergarten.
Safe and secure environment with on campus security.
Catholic values incorporated throughout our curriculum.
All teachers are New York State certified.
First Friday Masses, religious education and sacramental preparation.
Before and after care available.
Technologically advanced classrooms include, iPads, Chromebooks, SMART Boards,
Wonderworks Robotics, Little Bit STEAM sets, flat panels, and document cameras.
Beautifully situated on 19 acres.
Active school community offering a varied program of sports, extracurricular and faith-based
activities.
Students in grades 6 through 8 compete in several sports in the Catholic Middle Schools
Athletic Association
Secure interactive outdoor playground.
Full-size modern gym with performing stage.
Dedicated lunchroom with licensed kitchen staff offering hot lunch daily.
Services are in place to accommodate students with individualized education plans.
100% acceptance rate to area Catholic high schools.

Please call (631) 724-0285 to learn more or schedule a visit.

Sign up now for summer fun at

Camp St. Patrick
We have turned the corner to a new year and the our hours of daylight are getting longer. Time to plan
for summer. St. Patrick’s offers a state-certified summer day camp for children and young people ages
3 to 15. Plans are already underway for the summer of 2021.
Kiddie Camp, for children ages 3 to 5, offers full-day and half-day options. Kiddie campers enjoy
circle time, game time, outdoor and indoor play, art, music, snack and other fun-filled activities.
Main and Teen Camp, for ages 6 to 15, includes indoor and outdoor sports, art, music, language,
game room, science clinic, Zumba, tie-die day and more.
Parents can customize their child’s camp schedule for certain days or for a full week. Before and after
care is available for an additional fee. Camp St. Patrick will continue to follow all social distancing
rules per our state and local entities.
For more information, call 631-360-0785 or visit www.stpatsyouth.com

We are a People of Prayer
Please continue to say the following prayers each day as we
seek God’s guidance, strength and courage
Gracious God, we are your people embraced by your love. We thank you for your presence with us throughout all
time. Create us anew. Liberate us from that which keeps us from you. Enable us to recreate our world and restore
justice. Heal us from every form of sin and violence. Transform us to live your Word more profoundly. Reconcile us
so enemies become friends. Awaken us to the sacred; nurture our relationships; enliven our parishes; reunite our
families. Fill us with joy to celebrate the fullness of life. Empower us to be a community of love growing in your
likeness. Amen.
Thank you Father for the gift of life. Thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus. May my gratitude inspire and
sustain me in doing everything I can to respect the lives of all people and to do all in my power to end abortion
and everything else that harms, abuses, or threatens human life. Give me the courage and strength to live in your
image each day. Amen.
Lord, the plight of our brothers and sisters is deep and the suffering of Christians is
severe and frightening. Therefore, we ask you Lord to spare their lives to grant them
patience and courage to continue their witness of Christian values with trust and
hope. Lord, peace is the foundation of life; Grant us the peace and stability that will
enable us to live with each other without fear and anxiety, and with dignity and joy.
Amen.
The symbol to the right (the Arabic letter “N” for Nazarene) is being used to mark Christians in Iraq
for persecution.

REOPENING PARISH LIFE
Many of our parish liturgies and events have resumed. For all, social distancing protocols will be
observed and face masks should be worn.

MASSES
We have resumed our normal Mass schedule:
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
For the time being, we will be limited to 50 percent of the church’s
capacity. Social distancing protocols will be in place.

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK TO MASS!

ADORATION
We have resumed the following opportunities for adoration:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Exposition is offered every Thursday for one hour
following the 12:10 PM Mass.
First Friday Observance — On the first Friday of each month, the parish has an Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament after the 12:10 PM Mass which concludes with Benediction at 2:30 PM.
(Concluding time can vary due to our wedding schedule. Check the bulletin.)
Pro-Life Holy Hour - On the third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Family hosts this Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
Nocturnal Adoration - On the third Saturday of the month, Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins after the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS.

CONFESSIONS
All our Confession times have resumed. Confessions are heard from 3:45
to 4:45 PM on Saturday, 8:15 to 8:45 AM on Sunday, and 6:45 to 7:15 PM on
Monday.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK!

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS FORMATION
A new school year is underway for both St. Patrick School and our Religious Formation program. Please check
the websites below for any updates:
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
https://spssmith.org/calendar?page=1

ST. PATRICK RELIGIOUS FORMATION
https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar/

Other Parish Events That Have Resumed:
Bereavement Group - Our Monday night Bereavement Group has resumed meetings. Call 631-265-2271 to
register. You must wear a facemask.
Parent Bereavement Group - For those who have lost an adult child. The group meets monthly. For more
information call 631-265-2668.
St. Anne’s Prayer Group is meeting on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM in the church. Please wear a face
mask.
First Saturday Devotion - All are welcome to come and pray at 8:00 AM in the church on the First Saturday
of the month.
Life Teen - Our youth ministry for high school students is meeting on Sunday evenings. Email
spslifeteen@gmail.com for information.

Focus on
Religious Freedom
From Catholics For
Freedom of Religion

America didn't create religious liberty. Religious
liberty created America. - Gov. Bobby Jindal

America As a Religious Refuge
in the 17th Century - Part 2
The Jews first migrated to the American colonies when
they fled from Brazil where they had settled upon fleeing
the Portuguese Inquisition in the 1500's. But a
Portuguese conquest of their area of Brazil in 1654
confronted the Jewish population with the prospect of a
new Inquisition. Avoiding this new threat, a shipload of
23 Jewish refugees arrived in New Amsterdam (soon to
become New York) that same year. This small community
attracted more refugees and in the following decades, still
seeking religious freedom, Jewish communities grew in
Newport, RI, Philadelphia, PA, Charleston, SC, and
Savannah, GA.

An Independent Spirit Grows in the Colonies
Over the next 100 years, diverse circumstances and
ideas converged to inspire colonists to believe that
individual freedom, not government domination dictated
by powers far removed from their circumstances, was
their God-given right.
Increasing population and prosperity, religious freedom in
the individual colonies, the philosophy of the
Enlightenment that men had certain fundamental rights
which no government had the right to infringe upon, plus
the 15 year long spiritual revolution of the First Great
Awakening, all came together to form a new sense of
identity. By the mid-1700's, colonists had been living in
America for 150 years, each colony had formed its own
government and people were used to a great degree of
freedom.
However, the British Parliament was incrementally
passing more trade laws, taxes, and restrictions to benefit
Britain more than the colonies. While the colonists had
asked for the same political rights as people in Britain, the
king had refused. Thomas Paine, political philosopher
and activist, wrote,
"It is repugnant to reason to suppose that this
continent can longer remain subject to any external
power ... there is something absurd in supposing a
Continent to be perpetually governed by an island."
Paine also wrote:
"Let a crown be placed thereon, by which the world
may know, that so far as we approve of monarchy,
that in America the law is King. For as in absolute
governments the King is law, so in free countries the
law ought to be King; and there ought to be no
other."
(wikipedia.org/history of Jews in Brazil; myjewishlearning.com/
Jewish-immigration; loc.gov/exhibits/religion; lotusarise.com,
4/18/20; charismamag.com, 7/31/19)

Giving Made Easier
Churches now routinely offer online giving for church
donations. There are many reasons for this. Fewer
people are using cash and checks. Mass attendance
at your home parish is usually interrupted by
vacations, business trips, illness, snow storms, and
now coronavirus concerns. And many people find it
easier (and greener) to not have to deal with church
envelopes.
St. Patrick’s offers several forms of online giving:
(1) Faith Direct: Signing up for Faith Direct allows
you to indicate a weekly contribution amount that is
automatically withdrawn from your account. Just go to
faithdirect.net or download the Faith Direct app from
the App Store. Our Parish code is NY51.
(2) Our website: You can contribute at any time
by going to our website: stpatricksmithtown.org. Just
click the “Donate” button at the top right.
(3) Our Parish App: In addition to its many other
features, the OneParish App has a donation page
that allows quick and easy one-time or recurring
donations. You can download the One Parish App at
the App Store.

Why am I here? What's life all about?
What happens when we die?
Have you ever stopped to consider
life’s deepest questions?
What is this journey in
between the event we call
“birth” and the one we call
“death”? Is the journey
taking you somewhere, or
are you leading yourself to
some kind of destination – a destination that could
extend beyond your last breath? What do you want
from your life during the in between? The questions
are there. And, the answers are too.
Take a look at these important questions by watching
“The Search,” a seven-part video series, free of charge
once you sign up for FORMED.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

Sanctify yourself and you will sanctify society.
- St. Francis of Assisi

XLT Holy Hours 2020-21
Yes, they are back! All are welcome to join us
at our XLT Holy Hours!
XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours are a time to grow closer to
Christ through song, word, and adoration. Take some
time to step away from the world and into a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. XLT Holy Hours are scheduled for
the following Friday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the
church:
February 5th
March 5th
April 16th

May 7th
June 4th

The holy hour in our modern rat race is necessary for authentic prayer. Our world is one of speed in which intensity of
movement is a substitute for lack of purpose; where noise is invoked to drown out the whisperings of conscience; where talk,
talk, talk gives the impression that we are doing something when really we are not; where activity kills self-knowledge won by
contemplation.
- Archbishop Fulton Sheen

If you are in high school, please join us for Life Teen 2020-21!
Below is a list of our meeting dates:
January 24th
January 31st

April 11th
April 18th
April 25th*

February 7th
February 21st
February 28th

May 2nd
May 16th
May 23rd

March 7th*
March 14th*
March 21st*
March 28th*

June 6th
June 13th

All meetings are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM following the 5:00 PM Mass.
Please meet in the Parish Center parking lot.
When the weather is inclement, meetings will move to the gym
For more information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com
Wear a facemask.
*Wear Sneakers

Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures
January 31, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings: Deuteronomy 18: 15-20;
1 Corinthians 7: 32-35; Mark 1: 21-28

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience,
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays.
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies.
Your reflection may be dropped into the collection basket
as your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and
last name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.)

Then they came to Capernaum, and on the sabbath
Jesus entered the synagogue and taught. The people
were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as
one having authority and not as the scribes. In their
synagogue was a man with an unclean spirit; he cried
out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—
the Holy One of God!" Jesus rebuked him and said,
"Quiet! Come out of him!" The unclean spirit
convulsed him and with a loud cry came out of him. All
were amazed and asked one another, "What is this? A
new teaching with authority. He commands even the
unclean spirits and they obey him." His fame spread
everywhere throughout the whole region of Galilee.
Focus Questions:
1. The people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. What
teaching or quality of Jesus amazes you?
2. Jesus demonstrated his power. When have you
witnessed or experienced the power of Jesus?
3. When have you confronted something evil? How
did you react?
Children & Family Reflection:
Jesus helps us to make good decisions, not bad
ones. Talk about a time when you chose to do
something good.

The Vision Statement of
St. Patrick Parish Family
The Roman Catholic Community of St. Patrick,
Smithtown, sees itself as:
The People of God, The Body of Christ

Check Out our
Knights of Columbus

Enlightened by the Word of God
Nourished by the Life of Christ in the Sacraments
Supported by our love for and our forgiveness of
each other.
Empowered to bring the love, justice and peace
of Christ to our families, our neighbors, our
friends, our enemies, the poor and the powerless.
Called to reach out to the unchurched and the
non-practicing members of our community and to
assist in the spiritual, intellectual and social growth
of all whose lives we touch.

Knights of Columbus Smithtown
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Our Council is open Wednesday evenings at 4:00 PM,
and Thursday and Friday evenings at 6:00 PM.
Stop by and say “Hello.”
Nightly drink specials, Hall rental available.
Visit us at: knightsofcolumbussmithtown.org

Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students
Thank you to all our new Words of Wisdom writers! Second grade students from our Religious
Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and Family Reflection” column in the bulletin
and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop the cards in the collection basket on
Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:
January 10th Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 7-11
Children & Family Reflection: Who is someone you admire?
•

I admire my dad because he works hard and teaches me so many things. - Thomas

•

I admire my daddy because he does nice things. He drives me to school. - Christopher

•

The person I admire is my brother. I admire him because we are related and I love him. If he is hurt, I will
go see if he is alright. - Lukas

•

I admire my mom. She always takes care of me. - Jacqueline

•

I admire God. He helps people in good and bad times. - George

•

I admire my grandma, Baba, because she shows respect and is kind. - Anthony

•

I admire my mom. She helps me with my homework. My mom makes my favorite dinners and always
plays with me. - Brandon

•

I admire my mom because she is nice and she helps people a lot. - Dylan

•

I admire Mr. Dave because he is kind. He keeps us safe and he is silly. - Daniel

•

I admire mom because she helps sick patients get better and still has time to do mom things like cooking,
cleaning, and tucking me into bed at night. - Alexa
January 10th Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 7-11
Children & Family Reflection: What does your family remember about the day of your baptism?
Why did they think it was important that you were baptized?

•

My family remembers what a special day it was. My family had a big party and celebrated me. It is important
to be baptized because you are a part of God’s community. - Brandon
January 3rd Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about someone you know who came from a different
country or culture. What have you learned from him or her?

•

My friend Lee comes from another country, China. I learned you cannot have a lot of children born in China.
- Brandon
December 27th Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 22-40
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about why the people in your family are so special.

•

My family is very special because they love doing a lot of things together. - Brandon
December 13th Gospel Reading: John 1: 6-8; 19-28
Children & Family Reflection: Tell about a time when you told someone some very good news

•

A time when I told my grandpa some very good news was when I did very good on a math test. - Brandon
November 29th Gospel Reading: Mark 12: 33-37
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about a time when you were patient.

•

A time when I had to be patient was in school when I wanted to be the line leader. My teacher told me I had
to wait my turn. When I was the star student I patiently waited and was the line leader for the entire week. Brandon

St. Patrick Youth
St. Patrick’s Youth web address is:
stpatsyouth.com
All forms and registrations are
available on our website.
Youth Office email is spyouth@optonline.net
Our phone is 631-360-0185

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Fall Deck Hockey
The Fall Deck Hockey Season has concluded. Thank you to all our
players, coaches, coordinators and families!
Winter Intramural Basketball
For boys and girls in grades Kindergarten to 12. Registrations are
being taken without a fee at this time. Once the season is confirmed,
you may complete your transaction online. Go to: stpatsyouth.com >

VIRTUS Training
All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a
Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball Registration
VIRTUS class if they have not done so. On-line
Regarding Sports Parking
registration must be completed before you attend.
Please park only on the east side of the property.
See VIRTUS.org for information and registration.
Enter sports court at east gate entrance.
CPR/First Aide
Training courses are available and will be available
throughout the year.
Pardon one another so that later on you will not
You may call the office for more information
remember the injury. The recollection of an injury is
Read the Bible in a year challenge!
itself wrong. It adds to our anger, nurtures our sin
St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the Bible
and hates what is good. It is a rusty arrow and
in a year! Just go to the website and you will find
poison for the soul. It puts all virtue to flight.
the link with daily readings
- St. Francis of Paola
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program
Before Care – Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
Pray for the Sick
schedule. It begins at until 8:20 AM
After Care- Our program is offered Monday through
Lillian Adams
Richard D.
John Lawler
Friday following the St. Patrick School schedule,
Thomas Adams
Andrew DiLeo
Chris M.
from 2:20 to 6:00 PM
Laura Alam
Kenneth Cook
C. Madden
Dennis Anderson
Anthony Costaro, III
Paul Mason
You must register in advance.
Russ Anderson
Dee Covello
Alison McDonald
You may download forms from our website
Allan Ahrens
Marie Crowley
Robert McGinley
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program –
Caroline Arnold
Joseph Cuccia
Dustin McGranahan
Our program offers NY State guided curriculum
Don Atmanchuk Sr. Grace Demille
James McLean
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts and
J.M.A.
Karen Dempsey
Joseph Merriam
gross motor play.
Fil A.
Matthew DiStefano
Kathleen N.
Grace B.
Richard DeVilla
Connie Polik
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver –
Lenore Baran
Lina Espinal
Fred Polik
Children ages 18 months through 2 years.
John Bartley
Salvatore Esposito
Patty Regano
Creative fun, play, crafts, light snack & music time
Judith Bartley
Debra Fischer
Zena Romanzi
Separation Class
Rose Bevers
Robert Gann
Ariel Ruvinsky
Ann Bono
Ralph Garofalo
Children ages 2 to 3 years old
Sara
Ashley Borino
Marilyn Gast
Renee S.
Circle time, music, playing and sharing
Anthony Borrelli
Mary Gorman Geraci
Bea S.
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time
Agnes Black
Elinor Glasser
Lawrence Savery
Music Ministry
Brady Browning
Thomas Gould
Joan Schiavoni
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12)
George Bruckbauer Bob Heimink
Tankyard Schiavoni
Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5)
Francis C.
Mary Heimink
Anna Sicuranza
Mike C.
Robert Heimink, Jr.
Children’s Choir practice:
Kay Slevin
Rick C.
Linda Hennig
6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall
Theresa Soriano
Jim Cangialosi
Cynthia Kambos
Jacqueline Spinelli
Folk Group practice:
Daniel Carrano
Thomas Keane
Christine Strecker
7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church
Dee Covello
Mary K.
Christine Thompson
New members always welcome!
Tom Clark
Bassam Khudari
John Walsh
Junior Catholic Daughters
Maria Clarke
Linda Larche
John Weiss
Carly Colvell
Matthew LaTorre
JCDA is a young women’s service organization
James Wheeler
Young women grades 5 -11 are welcome!
Marie Z.
JCDA meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in our
Those listed under “Prayers for the Sick” remain on the list for a
modular classroom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
limited period of time. If you would like to add a name or return
Call Patty Davis at 631-780-6313 for details
a name to the list, please call Parish Outreach at 631-265Learning Center
2668.
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School
All areas of study, catholic entrance exam
Pray for the Dead
and SAT preparation
Kathleen M. Connolly

Parting Shot . . . .
Royalty Among Us - Earlier this
month, children in our Learning Center
celebrated “King’s Day” to commemorate
the Epiphany of the Lord.

