St. Patrick R.C. Church
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
December 27, 2020 - Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Covid Could Not
Stop Christmas
Covid-19 may have put a damper on many
Christmas events, but Christmas was
celebrated nonetheless.
Pictured are: (1) Our outdoor Nativity scene,
(2) Santa Hat Day at St. Patrick School, (3) a
few of the thousands of gifts donated to our
Reach for a Star program, and (4) a Life Teen
member at the Life Teen Christmas Party.
Once in our world, a stable had something
in it that was bigger than our whole world.
-C.S. Lewis

St. Patrick Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2271, rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
www.stpatricksmithtown.org

Mass Times

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM

Marriage

Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms

Currently by appointment. For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Reconciliation

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass
First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction*
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month
from 9 PM to 7 AM Sunday*
*Watch bulletin for modified times
Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM
**Watch bulletin for possible changes in concluding time

From the Pastor’s Desk
There are certain passages or letters that I love to
read. The first reading for Mass today, on the Feast of
the Holy Family, is one of those passages that fills me
with joy and gratitude. In this excerpt from the book of
Sirach (3:2-6, 12-14), I am inspired and elated to read
these words: “My son, take care of your father when he is
old; grieve him not as long as he lives.” I had the
wonderful opportunity to help care for my father in the
last months of his life as he was on hospice care at
home. I would go home for an overnight so I could get up
early and help my father with his medicine to give my
mother help. I helped him with very basic tasks of getting
dressed and cutting his toenails. He would tell me to get
the wire cutters from his tools for that job because his
toenails were very thick. The roles of my childhood were
reversed as I would take him for rides for a change of
scenery. As a child we would take a ride on Sundays on
the North Fork. The last picture of my parents and
siblings was the Christmas before he died. It is so good
to see the joy in his face because of our presence
together as family.
While roles change over time, the care, concern and
love we have for one another remains. Children grow up,
leave home, and many start their own families That
brings joy to their parents as they become grandparents.
How good it must be to see your children follow in your
footsteps. The more families grow, the more love that is
shared. The second reading at Mass today (Colossians
3:12-21) gives us the foundations of family life. It is in the
family that we first experience love and start to love in
return. With that foundation, we branch out into other
“families.” How good it is when we have family unity and
love as a nation. That is something we are really
struggling with at this point in our history. The greatest
family we belong to outside of our own personal family is
the family of the Church. At every Mass we come to, we
pray together as God’s family for many different needs
and concerns. We also give thanks and praise to God for
the blessings we have. The food at Mass is God Himself

in the person of Jesus in Holy Communion. Fed by the
love of God we become the love of God for and
with one another. I am very blessed to be the pastor
of St Patrick’s Parish Family here in Smithtown. For
more than seventeen years, I have been touched,
inspired, and nourished by your faith, hope, and love.
You make the reading from Colossians for Mass today
come alive. At this time of year in particular, we bring
the love of God to others through our Reach for a Star
Program. Countless gifts are given out which is a sign
of the overflowing love we pour out on one another
and those from other areas.
As the family of God, the Church, we have a rich
legacy of goodness and love. Now is our time to make
the word of God alive and His presence real. May we
continue to support, encourage, respect, and live our
faith together in our personal families and as the
family of God, the Church
I offer the second reading from Mass today for your
reflection and inspiration. (Colossians 3:12-17):
Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing
with one another and forgiving one another, if one has
a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so must you also do. And over all these put on
love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let the peace
of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you
were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you
teach and admonish one another, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Nothing is more practical than finding God,
than falling in Love in a quite absolute, final way.
What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination,
will affect everything. It will decide what will
get you out of bed in the morning, what you will do with your evenings,
how you spend your weekends, what you read, whom you know,
what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude.
Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything.
- Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ

Masses for the Week
Saturday, December 26th:
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Ron & Connie Barnes
People of the Parish

Sunday, December 27th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Gloria Mojca DeLeon & Frank Faraci
Sharon Corr
Matthew Mauro
John Cantwell
Thomas Bryne

Monday, December 28th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM

Denise Battle
Peter Nolan
Kristie Leigh Cleary
People of the Parish

Tuesday, December 29th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Helen Gallo
Robert Patrick Wagner
Marie Thierjung

Wednesday, December 30th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Stephen Mattera
Eddie Hart
Giuseppina Carnavale

Thursday, December 31st:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM

Carl Valentino
Genevieve Alire

Friday, January 1st:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Anna P. Quimbaya
Edward Vilbig
Daniel Henchey

Saturday, January 2nd:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Legion of Mary & Deceased
Members of the Parish
Charlotte Grillo
People of the Parish

Sunday, January 3rd:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Albert Matos
Kathy F. del Castillo
Johanna Penkovsky
Rosario LaScala
Rita Ingoglia

We should strive to keep our hearts open to
the sufferings and wretchedness of other
people, and pray continually that God may
grant us that spirit of compassion which is
truly the spirit of God.
- St. Vincent de Paul

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Acheampong, Associate Pastor
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor
Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan
Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator
Mr. Josh Moore, Youth Minister

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Forma on - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Oﬃce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri.
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun.
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.—Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon. - Fri.
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon. - Thurs.
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council Email:
pastoral_council@stpatricksmithtown.org

Parish Organiza ons*
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Tues., 7 PM
Choir: Thurs. evening, 8 PM
Columbie es: 2nd Sat. 10:30 AM
Jus ce & Peace: Once a month, 7:00 PM Outreach Ctr.
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8 PM
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM
Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 10:30 AM , Parish Center
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271
Something for Seniors; 2nd & 4th Wed., 1 PM, 265-0034
*Many organiza ons are not mee ng at this me or must limit
the number of people. Please call if interested, 631-265-2271.

The 2022 Mass Book will be open
on Tuesday, January 12th.

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry

2020 has truly been an unprecedented year for our
parish community. We have been blessed to see the
workings of the Holy Spirit in Parish Outreach through
the years, but never has it been more evident than
during this time of crisis. Your courage, love and
compassion for others enables us to help those facing
the consequences of the pandemic. With your support,
we will continue reaching out to those in need in our
community. Together, we will live our faith and pray for
a brighter future in 2021. May the Lord continue to bless
our parish and may you know the joy you give so
unselfishly to others.
“Christ has no body now, but yours. No hands, no feet
on earth, but yours. Yours are the eyes through which
Christ looks compassion into the world. Yours are the
feet with which Christ walks to do good. Yours are the
hands with which Christ blesses the world.” St. Theresa
of Avila

Happy New Year!!

Religious Formation

WE HAVE SUSPENDED CLASSES FOR LEVELS 1-6
FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020.
Levels 1-4 - Please continue to follow the curriculum in
your packet. Level 5 - Please complete chapters 12
and 13.
Level 6 - Please complete chapters 11 & 12.
It is important for your child to complete all
assignments in order to get credit for attending this
year. We wish you a safe and healthy holiday season.
Happy New Year!

First Saturday
Devotion

Happy Anniversary!
At the 12 noon Mass on Sunday,
January 3rd, all couples who are
celebrating their anniversary during the
month of January are invited to come
forward and receive a special blessing
for married couples. We encourage all to participate in
this special tribute.
“So I would like for us to ask ourselves: how do we
live our being Church? We are living stones? Are
we rather, so to speak, tired stones, bored,
indifferent? Have any of you ever noticed how ugly
a tired, bored, indifferent Christian is? It’s an ugly
sight. A Christian has to be lively, joyous, he has to
live this beautiful thing that is the People of God,
the Church. Do we open ourselves to the Holy
Spirit, so as to be an active part of our
communities, or do we close in on ourselves,
saying, ‘I have so many things to do, that’s not my
job?’”
- Pope Francis

The Pro-Life Rose
was dedicated this week
in celebration of
Fran Germano
on her 90th Birthday!

Saturday, January 2nd

and every First Saturday of the month
at 8:00 AM in the church
Come join us in this very special time of prayer.
Rosary beads and prayers available in the church.
(No experience necessary.)

Pro-Life Rose
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Lisa by
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com
or call 656-6343.
Your participation helps bring a greater awareness
of the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine
Memorial
To arrange a memorial for Altar
Bread and Wine, please call
Diane Sperzel at 265-3307.
Donation for the week is $50.
Cards will be sent to the family.

Masses for the Solemnity of Mary,
Holy Mother of God
Thursday, December 31st
5:00 PM Vigil
Friday, January 1st
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
5:00 PM

The new year is a great time to get a fresh start. Many of us make resolutions having to do with everything from
diet and exercise to learning a new skill or taking on a new project. This year, consider some spiritual resolutions.
Below are some links to videos and articles from a variety of sources with some suggestions on how to make some
spiritual resolutions for the coming year:
From Bishop Robert Barron: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TULojkjDp5Q
From Fr. Mike Schmitz: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBhd_bx8V9g
From The Catholic Company: https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/eight-new-years-spiritual-resolutions-6309#
From U.S. Catholic: https://uscatholic.org/articles/201201/new-year-new-you-spiritual-resolutions/
From the Archdiocese of Galvaston-Houston: https://www.archgh.org/news-events/news/texas-catholic-herald/texascatholic-herald-news/texas-catholic-herald/the-10-commandments-spiritual-resolutions-for-the-new-year/
From EWTN: https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/one-resolution--a-virtue-of-those-who-take-the-time-10473

Build Your Own Bulletin Ad
Our church bulletin is not only available in church, it is also
emailed to our parishioners each week. If you would like to
reach Smithtown area residents regarding your business, the St.
Patrick’s bulletin is a great place to advertise. You can build
your own ad by going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com
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Around the Parish
Pictured are:
(1-2) Children from our
Learning Center visit our outdoor Nativity
scene. (3-8) LifeTeen members celebrate
Christmas. (9-10) Children from our
Learning Center help wrap Christmas
presents their families donated for those
struggling financially, (11-18) St. Patrick
School students observe “Santa Hat
Day.” (19-23) Christmas decorations in the
rectory (photos courtesy of Fr. Abraham).
(24-25) Reach for a Star Christmas gifts for
families in need.

23

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE WEEK ON FORMED
One of the great advantages of the Internet is having access to so many resources. This includes spiritual
resources. St. Patrick’s pays an annual fee so that all our parishioners can sign up for FREE to FORMED.
FORMED is an online platform that offers 24/7 access to the best Catholic content on almost any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet. You will have instant access to thousands of books, audio
talks, movies, documentaries, studies and more. FORMED also includes excellent content for children.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

In this empowering talk, Steve Ray shares what it means to be a Christian in
today's world. By examining the lives and martyrdoms of the early Christians and
understanding how they transformed the pagan Greco-Roman culture, Steve
gives us a blueprint for the New Evangelization. Learn from early Christians how
to swim upstream against the current culture and become a witness for Christ.

Fr. Robert Spitzer, SJ, a highly a renowned philosopher and the founder of the
Magis Center, provides a truly enlightening and practical discussion on how to
achieve deep and enduring happiness. Referencing the wisdom of the ages,
including that of Aristotle and Plato, this talk provides the keys to achieving the
universal desire for happiness given to every person by God himself.

Joy Tunes: The Brother Francis Song Collection
Join the ever-joyful Brother Francis as he teaches children about the blessings that
come when heart and mind are filled with praise for God and thoughts of his love
for us. Children will learn what the Bible has to say about singing and music. This
special episode includes visualized songs from Brother Francis episodes 1–9
along with short, thought-provoking quotes from the saints:
"I Am Loved by a Loving Father"—a musical reminder that, in His perfect love,
God only wants to help us
"I Love to Pray"—a catchy song, encouraging us to communicate with God anywhere and anytime
"Let's Pray"—a captivating song teaching us how we can pray anywhere
"Jesus's Love Is Very Wonderful"—a worship-filled song
"What More Can He Give"—a stirring reminder of Jesus's great sacrifice for each one of us
"Jesus's Love Is the Light of the World"—a heart-warming song revealing God's presence in the world today
"With a Heart of Praise"—a prayer-song expressing our gratitude to God
"Praise God I'm Forgiven"—an upbeat song celebrating the gift of God's mercy and forgiveness
"You Are the Bread of Life"—a sweet song recognizing the power of the Eucharist
"I've Got a Family"—a musical celebration of God's grace and the blessing of Baptism
"With God's Love"—a song that encourages us to be of service to others
"I Will Do My Best for Jesus"—a musical reminder of how we can serve God

Championship Deck
Hockey
Thank you to Patty and Mike
Davis (in photo below) for an
exciting fall deck hockey
season. And thank you to all
our players, families and
coaches for many, many fun,
competitive games. Pictured
here is a division championship
game.

Pray for Our Nation
Please join us
on Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in the
church for a Holy Hour and Prayers
for our Nation.
Members of our Legion of Mary and
St. Anne’s Prayer Group lead us in
prayer as we entrust our country to
Divine Providence through Our
Lady’s Intercession.

Pray for our Military
Please keep all those serving in the military and their families in your prayers.
GY SGT Bradley Baran
LT Michael R. Beggins, EOD, U.S. Navy
E6 Christopher Bobrowski
Pfc Christopher Bonenfant, USMC
PV1 Michael A. Brescia
SSgt Sarah L. Brown, USAF
CPT John C. Burk, U.S. Army
PVT Douglas Butera
LT CMDR Alex Buschor, USN
SGT John P. Byrne
Cpl. Claude Castille
Lt. Matthew James Correa USAF
Sgt Eric J. Coyne, Air Force
Lt. James D’Aprile, U.S. Army
LCpl. Richard Dekanchuk, USMC
PVT Patrick Fagan
LTC Andrew Fetherston
LTC Kristin Fetherston
LT John Joseph Foley
MM1 Stephen P. Foster
SGT James Fowler
CPT David Geller
Lt. Salvatore DiGiacomo, USAF
CPT Bret Guglielmi
MAJ Thomas Hanifen
CPT Erin Hayde

MAJ Ryan Hayde
Senior Master SPvt. Donald Henley
CPT Kyle Higgins
CPT Michael Huggins
WO Christopher Kaminsky
SSgt. Travis Kendall, Air Force
A1C Jacob Kendall, Air Force
Cpl. Michael J. Knipper, US Marines
LCpl. Kurt Kusterbeck. US Marines
Pfc. Connor Russ Lang, US Army
SPC Andrew Steven Lawler, US Army
SGT Patricia Heikkila
MAJ Timothy MacGinley
Cpl. Vincent Martinelli
Seaman Ronald Martiny, USN
Cassandra McCarthy, US Army
SGT Kyle T. McCarthy, US Army
CPT Chris McLoughlin
LT Anthony Mercado
COL John K. Meehan. U.S. Army
SPC Edward Meraglia
COL Mark Nordstrom
SFC Philip Nordstrom
1LT Joel Nordstrom
Lt. Kristen Noviello, USMC
LCpl Sondra Nowack, USMC
PFC Jorge Rostra Obando

Sgt August R. Oetting, III, USMC
SFC Thomas O’Carroll
LT Patrick O’Hea, USN
Capt. Daniel J. O’Sullivan, USAF
Stephen Outcault, USMC
Pvt. Vincent Patrizio
Cpl Brian Plunkett, USMC
LCpl Jean Prou
SFC William Pullar, Jr.
SGT Andrew Rea
Private Eric Roehrig
SGT Michael William Rousseau
Cpl. Patrick Sheridan
PFC Richard N. Silecchio
SF1 Corey Slattery
SSG Zachary A. Small
LCDR Christian Stanco, USCG
MAJ Marc Stanco, USAF
SPC Edward Stephenson
Timothy Sweeney, Navy Seals
Cpt. Kathleen Thomas, USAF
GEN Kenneth E. Tovo
LT Amanda J. Towey EDO USN
GySgt Matthew Vergara
GySgt Richard Derek Vergara
Senior Chief Kenneth Virgilio EOD USN
PO1 Steven Virgilio, EOD, USN
GM1Class Instr. James W. Vigliotti

Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the
liberty we possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces. Give them courage, hope and strength. May
they ever experience your ﬁrm support, gentle love and compassionate healing. Be their power and protector, leading
them from darkness to light. To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever. Amen.

REOPENING PARISH LIFE
Many of our parish liturgies and events have resumed. For all, social distancing protocols will be
observed and face masks should be worn.

MASSES
We have resumed our normal Mass schedule:
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
For the time being, we will be limited to 50 percent of the church’s
capacity. Social distancing protocols will be in place.

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK TO MASS!

ADORATION
We have resumed the following opportunities for adoration:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Exposition is offered every Thursday for one hour
following the 12:10 PM Mass.
First Friday Observance — On the first Friday of each month, the parish has an Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament after the 12:10 PM Mass which concludes with Benediction at 2:30 PM.
(Concluding time can vary due to our wedding schedule. Check the bulletin.)
Pro-Life Holy Hour - On the third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Family hosts this Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
Nocturnal Adoration - On the third Saturday of the month, Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins after the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS.

CONFESSIONS
All our Confession times have resumed. Confessions are heard from 3:45
to 4:45 PM on Saturday, 8:15 to 8:45 AM on Sunday, and 6:45 to 7:15 PM on
Monday.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK!

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS FORMATION
A new school year is underway for both St. Patrick School and our Religious Formation program. Please check
the websites below for any updates:
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
https://spssmith.org/calendar?page=1

ST. PATRICK RELIGIOUS FORMATION
https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar/

Other Parish Events That Have Resumed:
Bereavement Group - Our Monday night Bereavement Group has resumed meetings. Call 631-265-2271 to
register. You must wear a facemask.
Parent Bereavement Group - For those who have lost an adult child. The group meets monthly. For more
information call 631-265-2668.
St. Anne’s Prayer Group is meeting on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM outside the Parish Center in the
shade by the St. Anthony statue. Please bring a chair and wear a face mask.
First Saturday Devotion - All are welcome to come and pray at 8:00 AM in the church on the First Saturday
of the month.
Life Teen - Our youth ministry for high school students is meeting on Sunday evenings. Email
spslifeteen@gmail.com for information.

Focus on
Religious Freedom
From Catholics For
Freedom of Religion
www.cffor.org

2020 Ends: With No End to Discrimination
Against Religious Freedom
San Francisco, CA: As new restrictions are imposed on
churches that will now ban indoor worship services in some
counties, Abp. Salvatore Cordileone said, "Worship is both
a natural and a Constitutional right. My people want to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ; they need it, and
have every right to be free to do so."(1) The new health
order treats religious worship as a "non-essential" activity,
while allowing hair & nail salons, massage parlors, and
tattoo parlors to remain open. The Archbishop criticized the
government for "demoting worship" and further said, "But
the government still chooses to treat worship as less
important than shopping for shoes." (2)
However, in May, 2020, President Trump said, "Today, I
am identifying houses of worship, churches, synagogues,
and mosques, as essential places that provide essential
services." (3)
Mississippi: A third grade girl was banned from
wearing her "Jesus Loves Me" mask even though "Other
students within the school district have freely worn masks
with logos of sports teams or even the words 'Black Lives
Matter,'" said an Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF)
attorney. (4) School administrators forced her to remove the
mask because it had a "religious message." (5)
The school's action was a clear violation of the U.S.
Department of Education's Guidance on students' religious
freedom which states: "Students may display religious
messages on items of clothing to the same extent that they
are permitted to display other comparable messages."(6)
"Public schools have a duty to respect the free expression
of students that the First Amendment guarantees to them.
... No public school student should be singled out for
peacefully sharing her religious beliefs with fellow
students," said ADF counsel. (7)
Kentucky: A Federal Appeals Court recently overturned a
lower court's decision that declared Gov. Andy Beshear
cannot order private religious schools to stop in-person
instruction to prevent the spread of Covid-19. This lower
court (U.S. District judge) said the First Amendment
protects religious schools' right to make decisions without
government interference. "If social distancing is good
enough for offices, colleges, and universities within the
Commonwealth, it is good enough for religious K-12
schools that benefit from Constitutional protections." (8)
However, the new ruling from the Federal Appeals Court
stated, "We are not in a position to second-guess the
governor's determination regarding the health & safety of
the Commonwealth at this point in time." (9) thereby denying
First Amendment protections to religious schools.
The Kentucky Attorney General who supports First
Amendment protections, said, "...we're already hard at work
to take this matter to the U.S. Supreme Court." (10)
(wpsdlocal.com, 11/27/20(8); courierjournal.com, 11/29/20(9)(10);
cna.com, 11/28/20(1)(2); nypost.com, 5/22/20(3);
pjmedia.com, 11/5/20(4)(7); gogateways.org, 11/18/20(5)(6)

Why am I here?
What's life all about?
What happens when we die?
Have you ever stopped to consider
life’s deepest questions?
What is this journey in between the event we call
“birth” and the one we call “death”? Is the journey
taking you somewhere, or are you leading yourself
to some kind of destination – a destination that
could extend beyond your last breath? What do you
want from your life during the in between? The
questions are there. And, the answers are too.
Take a look at these important questions by watching
“The Search,” a seven-part video series, free of charge
once you sign up for FORMED. FORMED is an online
platform that offers access to an amazing amount of
Catholic content including books, audio talks, movies,
documentaries, studies and more. FORMED also
includes excellent content for children.

Sign up for FORMED for free at:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org
and then search for “THE SEARCH.”

Giving Made Easier
Churches now routinely offer online giving for church
donations. There are many reasons for this. Fewer
people are using cash and checks. Mass attendance at
your home parish is usually interrupted by vacations,
business trips, illness, snow storms, and now
coronavirus concerns. And many people find it easier
(and greener) to not have to deal with church
envelopes.
St. Patrick’s offers several forms of online giving:
(1) Faith Direct: Signing up for Faith Direct allows
you to indicate a weekly contribution amount that is
automatically withdrawn from your account. Just go to
faithdirect.net or download the Faith Direct app from
the App Store. Our Parish code is NY51.
(2) Our website: You can contribute at any time by
going to our website: stpatricksmithtown.org. Just click
the “Donate” button at the top right.
(3) Our Parish App: In addition to its many other

XLT Holy Hours 2020-21
Yes, they are back! All are welcome to join us
at our XLT Holy Hours!
XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours are a time to grow closer to
Christ through song, word, and adoration. Take some
time to step away from the world and into a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. XLT Holy Hours are scheduled for
the following Friday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the
church:
January 8th
April 16th
February 5th
May 7th
March 5th
June 4th

The holy hour in our modern rat race is necessary for authentic prayer. Our world is one of speed in which intensity of
movement is a substitute for lack of purpose; where noise is invoked to drown out the whisperings of conscience; where talk,
talk, talk gives the impression that we are doing something when really we are not; where activity kills self-knowledge won by
contemplation.
- Archbishop Fulton Sheen

If you are in high school, please join us for Life Teen 2020-21!
Below is a list of our meeting dates:
March 21st*
March 28th*

January 3rd
January 10th*
January 24th
January 31st

April 11th
April 18th
April 25th*

February 7th
February 21st
February 28th

May 2nd
May 16th
May 23rd

March 7th*
March 14th*

June 6th
June 13th

All meetings are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM following the 5:00 PM Mass.
Please meet in the Parish Center parking lot.
When the weather is inclement, meetings will move to the gym
For more information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com
Wear a facemask.
*Wear Sneakers

A Virtual Visit From Santa

Shortly before Christmas, both Santa and Mrs. Clause paid a visit to St. Patrick School. With the coronavirus
and the importance of keeping Santa (as well as our students and staff) healthy, Mr. and Mrs Claus visited with
our St. Patrick School students virtually. They are seen in the photo to the right on the big screen in the school
cafeteria.

The Vision Statement of
St. Patrick Parish Family

The Roman Catholic Community of St. Patrick,
Smithtown, sees itself as:
The People of God, The Body of Christ
Enlightened by the Word of God
Nourished by the Life of Christ in the Sacraments
Supported by our love for and our forgiveness of
each other.

Tree of Remembrance
Each year in our church lobby, a very special Christmas tree is decorated with stars with the names of
people who had their funerals at St. Patrick’s over
the past year. The star ornaments are eventually
given to family members of those who died. Please
pray for all who have suffered the loss of a loved
one over the past year.

Empowered to bring the love, justice and peace
of Christ to our families, our neighbors, our
friends, our enemies, the poor and the powerless.
Called to reach out to the unchurched and the
non-practicing members of our community and to
assist in the spiritual, intellectual and social growth
of all whose lives we touch.

Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures
January 3, 2021
The Epiphany of the Lord
Readings: Isaiah 60: 1-6; Ephesians 3: 2-3A, 5-6;
Matthew 2: 1-12

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience,
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays.
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies.
Your reflection may be dropped into the collection basket
as your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and
last name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.)

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn
king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and
have come to do him homage." When King Herod
heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the
scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They said to him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written
through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to
shepherd my people Israel." Then Herod called the
magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of
the star's appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem
and said, "Go and search diligently for the child. When
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go
and do him homage." After their audience with the
king they set out. And behold, the star that they had
seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and
stopped over the place where the child was. They
were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother. They
prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then
they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed for their country by another way.
Focus Questions:
1. The Magi found God’s presence in an unexpected
place. When have you found God’s presence
unexpectedly?
2. The Magi were seekers of truth. How do you strive
to seek for the truth?
3. The Holy Family welcomed these men from
different cultures and religious traditions. How can we
welcome those from different backgrounds?
Children & Family Reflection:
Talk about someone you know who comes from a
different country or culture. What have you learned
from him or her?

The Eucharist is the secret of my day. It gives
strength and meaning to all my activities of
service to the Church and to the world.
- St. Pope John Paul II

Check Out our
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus Smithtown
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Our Council is open Wednesday evenings at 4:00 PM,
and Thursday and Friday evenings at 6:00 PM.
Stop by and say “Hello.”
Nightly drink specials, Hall rental available.
Visit us at: knightsofcolumbussmithtown.org

Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students
Thank you to all our new Words of Wisdom writers! Second grade students from our Religious
Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and Family Reflection” column in the bulletin
and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop the cards in the collection basket on
Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:
December 13th Gospel Reading: John 1: 6-8; 19-28
Children & Family Reflection: Tell about a time when you told someone some very good news
•

When I got a great grade on my spelling test and mom and dad were so proud of me. - Zachary

•

A time when I had very good news was when I told my parents that I got the highest reading level in my
class. - Thomas

•

I told my sister Isabella that I got a 100 on my social studies test. - Lilianna

•

I see the blessing of God in my food, bed, family, pet, home and life. - Abigail

•

One time I told my sister good news was when it was snowing very hard and I told her school was
canceled. - Dylan

•

One time I told my mommy that I went up in reading. My mommy was so happy she hugged me. - Anthony

•

A time when I told someone good news was when I told my parents I got a 100 on both of my tests. Nicholas

•

I gave my mom and dad good news when I got 100% on my test when I was in first grade and I was 6
years old. - Lukas

•

I told very good news when I scored a goal in soccer. - Jacqueline

•

I told my friend Winny about my deck hockey championship. - Andrew

•

A time when I told someone some very good news was when I got my Barbie Dream House. I was happy to
tell our family friend Mara about this very good news. - Alexa
Recall a time when you were a messenger of joyful news.

•

I was a messenger of joyful news when I gave my mom a great report card. She was so happy. - Mikayla
December 6th Gospel Reading: Mark 1: 1-8
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about a time when you told the truth even though it was hard.

•

One time I told the truth even though it was hard was when I spilled slime on the carpet. I told my mom
what happened and then I said I was sorry and it was an accident. - Dylan
November 29th Gospel Reading: Mark 12: 33-37
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about a time when you were patient.

•

My family went to Target. Mommy and daddy told us we cant get a toy since we were so brave when we
got our flu shots. My sister Elena spent a lot of time looking for her toy and I was patient waiting my turn. Lilianna
November 22nd Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 31-46
Children & Family Reflection: What are some things you can do during Advent
to get ready to celebrate the birth of Christ?

•

I decorate my house for Christmas and put out the manger scene. I leave Baby Jesus to the side since he
wasn’t born yet. I also try to do nice things for people. - Lilianna

St. Patrick Youth
St. Patrick’s Youth web address is:
stpatsyouth.com
All forms and registrations are
available on our website.
Youth Office email is spyouth@optonline.net
Our phone is 631-360-0185

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Fall Deck Hockey
The Fall Deck Hockey Season has concluded. Thank you to all our
players, coaches, coordinators and families!
Winter Intramural Basketball
For boys and girls in grades Kindergarten to 12. Registrations are
being taken without a fee at this time. Once the season is confirmed,
you may complete your transaction online. Go to: stpatsyouth.com >

VIRTUS Training
All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a
Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball Registration
VIRTUS class if they have not done so. On-line
Regarding Sports Parking
registration must be completed before you attend.
Please park only on the east side of the property.
See VIRTUS.org for information and registration.
Enter sports court at east gate entrance.
CPR/First Aide
Training courses are available and will be available
throughout the year.
You may call the office for more information
You too, dear young people, can be joyful witnesses
of His love, courageous witnesses of His Gospel,
Read the Bible in a year challenge!
St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the Bible
carrying to this world a ray of His light. The measure
in a year! Just go to the website and you will find
of the greatness of a society is found in the way it
the link with daily readings
treats those most in need, those who have nothing
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program
apart from their poverty! Be the first to seek to bring
Before Care – Our program is offered Monday
good, do not grow accustomed to evil, but defeat it.
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
- Pope Francis
schedule. It begins at until 8:20 AM
After Care- Our program is offered Monday through
Friday following the St. Patrick School schedule,
Pray for the Sick
from 2:20 to 6:00 PM
Lillian Adams
Carly Colvell
John Lawler
You must register in advance.
Thomas Adams
Kenneth Cook
Chris M.
You may download forms from our website
Laura Alam
Anthony Costaro, III
C. Madden
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program –
Dennis Anderson
Dee Covello
Paul Mason
Our program offers NY State guided curriculum
Russ Anderson
Marie Crowley
Alison McDonald
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts and
Allan Ahrens
Joseph Cuccia
Robert McGinley
Caroline Arnold
gross motor play.
Grace Demille
Dustin McGranahan
Don Atmanchuk Sr.
Karen Dempsey
James McLean
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver –
J.M.A.
Matthew DiStefano
Joseph Merriam
Children ages 18 months through 2 years.
Fil A.
Richard DeVilla
Kathleen N.
Creative fun, play, crafts, light snack & music time
Grace B.
Lina Espinal
Connie Polik
Lenore Baran
Salvatore Esposito
Separation Class
Fred Polik
John Bartley
Robert Gann
Ariel Ruvinsky
Children ages 2 to 3 years old
Judith Bartley
Ralph Garofalo
Bea S.
Circle time, music, playing and sharing
Rose Bevers
Marilyn Gast
Lawrence Savery
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time
Ann Bono
Mary Gorman Geraci
Joan Schiavoni
Music Ministry
Ashley Borino
Elinor Glasser
Tankyard Schiavoni
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12)
Anthony Borrelli
Thomas Gould
Anna Sicuranza
Agnes Black
Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5)
Ed Hau
Kay Slevin
Brady Browning
Bob Heimink
Children’s Choir practice:
Theresa Soriano
George Bruckbauer
Robert Heimink, Jr.
6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall
Jacqueline Spinelli
Francis C.
Linda Hennig
Christine Strecker
Folk Group practice:
Rick C.
Cynthia Kambos
Christine Thompson
7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church
Daniel Carrano
Thomas Keane
Agnes Vion
New members always welcome!
Dee Covello
Mary K.
John Walsh
Tom Clark
Junior Catholic Daughters
Bassam Khudari
John Weiss
Maria Clarke
Matthew LaTorre
JCDA is a young women’s service organization
James Wheeler
Young women grades 5 -11 are welcome!
JCDA meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in our
Those listed under “Prayers for the Sick” remain on the list for a
modular classroom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
limited period of time. If you would like to add a name or return
Call Patty Davis at 631-780-6313 for details
a name to the list, please call Parish Outreach at 631-265Learning Center
2668.
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School
Pray for the Dead
All areas of study, catholic entrance exam
and SAT preparation
Grace McDonough
Brian O’Connor
Roseann D. Smith
Olga L. Millan

Parting Shot. . .
A Meeting of the Minds - LifeTeen

members are seen here participating in a
Christmas activity. LifeTeen meets on
Sunday evenings following the 5:00 PM
Mass (approximately 6:00 PM). It is for
high school age young people. For more
information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com.

