St. Patrick R.C. Church
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
November 22, 2020 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
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Commitment, Charity & Prayer -

Pictured are: (1) a St. Patrick School 7th grade
student handing in a Commitment Packet in
preparation for Confirmation in the spring of
2021, (2 & 3) St. Patrick parishioners taking
stars off our Reach for a Star trees in order to
buy gifts for families in need this Christmas,
and (4) Fr. Abraham during a time of prayer
and praise at the November 13th XLT Holy
Hour.

St. Patrick Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2271, rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
www.stpatricksmithtown.org

Mass
Mass Times
Times
6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM

Weekdays:
Weekdays:
6:459:00
A.M.,AM,
9:00
A.M.,8 12:10
Saturday:
5 and
PM PM
Saturday:
9:00 AM,
5 and
8 PM 7:30 PM
Novena Mass
(Miraculous
Medal):
Monday,
Novena
Mass (Miraculous
Medal):
7:30
PM
Sunday:
7:30, 9:00, 10:30
AM,Monday,
12 Noon,
5 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM

Marriage
Marriage
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory

Couples
should
make
arrangements
the Rectory
at
least six
months
before
the desiredat
wedding
date.
at least six months before the desired wedding date.

Baptisms
Baptisms

Currently by appointment. For information, go to
Currently by appointment.>For
information,
go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org
Sacraments
> Baptism
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Reconciliation

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass
First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction*
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month
from 9 PM to 7 AM Sunday*
*Watch bulletin for modified times
First Wednesday of the month from 7:30 to 9:00 PM in
“A Quiet Place” Chapel located in the Parish Center
Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM
**Watch bulletin for possible changes in concluding time

From the Pastor’s Desk
There are certain times in our lives when we look
back with gratitude and look forward with hope.
Today is the Feast of Christ the King and is the final
Sunday in this current Church year. Next Sunday we
will begin a new Church year and our spiritual
preparation for Christmas with the First Sunday of
Advent. Looking back at this current Church year, we
have seen things we never saw before. In March, the
pandemic closed our churches for Mass, but we were
able to use technology to livestream our Masses
every day. On Sundays you were invited to come to
the front of the church in your cars and be blessed by
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. I have been writing
a message every day since the middle of March to
encourage, thank, and let you know you are a very
important part of who we are as the family of St.
Patrick. We come into our church building now and
see every other pew blocked off. Each week we seem
to have more and more people coming. It is good to
see everyone aware of one another as we wear
masks and keep our distance socially. As your pastor,
I am delighted to be able to pray with you and to greet
you after the Masses. Hopefully these restrictions
caused by the coronavirus will be taken away when a
good vaccine is found soon.
The Gospel for today’s Mass (Matthew 25:31-46),
presents a simple, clear picture of what awaits us
when we meet God face to face when our lives in this
world end. Our entrance into the fullness of God’s
presence in heaven depends on the way we live our
lives every single day. Do we feed the hungry, give a
drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the
naked, visit the sick and imprisoned? These
opportunities are before us every single day. We feed
one another with our presence, satisfy thirsts by our
concern, brighten the lives of others by our sincere
presence and words, and clothe those who are lonely
and struggling with our presence. When we do these
very simple, everyday tasks, we are living in the very
image and likeness of God in which we are created.
This Gospel inspires us to be proactive. We can
always put good deeds off and find an excuse to not
do the good in the present moment. As God is always
open, available and present to us, so we begin our
heavenly life in the here and now as we are open,

available, and present to one another. We are living
this Gospel when our words and actions are
uncalculating. To be uncalculating means we do not
regard the status of the person we are caring for or the
potential to have the favor returned now or in the
future. We are living this Gospel when we speak and
act with goodness without calling attention to
ourselves. The temptation to boast about the good we
have done is overcome by gratitude for the opportunity
to do good.
I close with the first part of today’s Gospel and invite
you to prayerfully reflect on how you are seeking to live
it in your life every day.
Jesus said to his disciples:
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him,
he will sit upon his glorious throne,
and all the nations will be assembled before him.
And he will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
He will place the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left.
Then the king will say to those on his right,
'Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me,
ill and you cared for me,
in prison and you visited me.’
Then the righteous will answer him and say,
'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink?
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or naked and clothe you?
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’
And the king will say to them in reply,
'Amen, I say to you, whatever you did
for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.’”

Why Not Advertise in Our Bulletin?
Our church bulletin is not only available in church, it is
also emailed to our parishioners each week. If you
would like to reach Smithtown area residents regarding
your business, the St. Patrick’s bulletin is a great place
to advertise. You can build your own ad by going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com

From the Desk of Fr. Thomas Acheampong
Msgr. Walden asked me to write a column this week. I have degree in Biblical Theology from Rome and I
would like to share these thoughts with you.
Last Sunday in the Gospel of Luke 13:22-30 someone
said to Jesus “Lord will those who are saved be few?
Christ did not give a direct answer to this question as to
how many would be saved, nevertheless it was made
very clear to him and to all of us that each one’s salvation
is in his own hands. All those who accept Christ, his
teaching and the help he has made available to them, will
enter the Kingdom of God. On the other hand, those who
are excluded from that eternal kingdom will have only
themselves to blame. God invites all people to heaven.
He gives all the help necessary to every person, but,
because we have free will which God cannot force, some
will abuse that freedom and choose wrongly.
Christ mentions the narrow door through which we
must enter into God’s kingdom. This means that we must
exercise self-restraint and mortification and this we do
when we respect and keep his commandments. When we
are called to judgment it will be too late to shout “Sir,
open for us” We should have sought his mercy and his
forgiveness during our earthly lives, and he would have
granted it.
Neither will it avail us to say that we knew him in life.
Acquaintance with Christ is not enough. We should have
loved him and become his real friends, which we could
only do by being loyal followers of his. “He taught in our
streets” will only prove our guilt. We could have learned
his doctrine; we could have become his disciples, but we
would not. The pagan who never heard of Christ will not
be condemned for not following his teaching, but the
Christian who did hear his doctrine and refused to carry it
out, will deserve condemnation.
As descent from Abraham was not a claim for special
consideration on the part of the Jews, neither will any
other circumstances of nationality, birth or earthly
privilege help us on the day of judgment. Each one will
stand or fall by his own mode of life during his term on
earth.
The thought of our moment of judgment is a
staggering one even for the holiest of us. Things and
actions that do not trouble us much now, will appear in a
different light then. The prayers we omitted or said
carelessly, the Masses we missed on flimsy excuses, the
little bit of continual injustice to a workman or customer or
the dishonesty practiced by a worker against his
employer, the sins of impurity of which we thought rather
lightly, the bad language so freely used and the scandal
we spread so flippantly and many other such faults of
which we excuse ourselves so easily now, will not be a
source of joy or consolation for us on that dread day, if
we arrive at God’s justice seat still burdened with them.
We are dealing with God’s mercy while alive. He will
forgive any sin and any number of sins if we truly repent
and resolve to correct these faults. To do this is the only
one guarantee that even God himself can give us of a
successful judgment. Anyone who lives in God’s grace
will die in God’s grace and be numbered among the
saved. To anyone who lives habitually in sin and refuses
to amend his life, will die in a sinful state, thus excluding

Him from eternal salvation.
If I choose to follow Christ and live according to his
laws during the few years I have on this earth, I shall pass
and shall be among the saved. If I ignore Christ and his
laws now, he will not know me on the day of judgment. I
shall be among the lost. God forbid that I should choose
the latter course.
It is very fitting that the Church should dedicate the last
Sunday of the liturgical year to honoring Christ, her
founder and Savior, as King of the universe. Through
divine intervention, in the Incarnation of the Son of God in
human history, mankind has been raised to the sonship
with God which was planned before creation began. The
sins of the world have been atoned for, and men are
made citizens of God’s kingdom on earth with the promise
of citizenship in the eternal kingdom if they do the little
that is expected of them while they are on earth.
All this we owe to Christ the Son of God ‘’who emptied
himself’’ of his divine glory and deigned to become man
so that we mortals could become sons of God. We close
our liturgical year, therefore, with a feast day which
honors Christ as man and we give him the highest title a
man can have as we proclaim him our King. Although this
title was introduced only in recent times by Pius XI, its
meaning and understanding go back to the very beginning
of Christianity. St Paul tells us in today’s reading that
Christ began his triumphant reign at the moment of his
resurrection and that it will continue on earth until his last
opponent is overcome. That will be on the day of the final
judgment. Christ’s kingdom on earth will then pass into
the Father’s eternal Kingdom of Heaven, where Christ as
God will reign in majesty together with the Father and
Holy Spirit.
We have every reason, therefore, to rejoice in Christ
today and to render him all the gratitude and glory of
which our human nature is capable. We have the great
blessing of being members of his kingdom after death.
Christ lived and died for us. He lived to teach us the truth
and show us the way to heaven. He died to conquer our
death and earn for us eternal life. He rose from the dead
to prove he had overcome sin and death and to open the
gates of heaven for us. Christ is ‘’the way, the truth and
the life.’’ If we follow him we are following the king who
can lead us to victory.
Let us thank our Savior for all he has done for us. Our
thanks will be sincere only if we renew our pledge of loyal
service to Him. Earthly kings regulate the temporal lives of
their subjects. Christ is preparing for us an unending life.
Earthly kings sometimes reward their outstanding
subjects; Christ has promised an everlasting reward to all
who serve him - the lowly of the world as well as the
highest in the land. Only those who refuse to have him
reign over them - those who have no king but Caesar will fail to receive his reward.
Christ is our king in this world. Let us make sure that
he will be our king for all eternity by doing our best to be
his loyal subjects here on earth.

Fr. Thomas

Masses for the Week
Saturday, November 21st:
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Loretta Mildenberger
Kevin Hewitt

Sunday, November 22nd:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

People of the Parish
Carl L. Liebscher
Giovanni Ferrera
Lou Giambertone
Bogdan Lukes

Monday, November 23rd:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM

Kenneth McDonough
Jeannette DeLuca
Edward J. Sperzel
William & Anna Gordon

Tuesday, November 24th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Alvera Elefante
Pietro DeCillis
Frank Barbanera

Wednesday, November 25th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

David Anthony Moran
Ed Chlanda
John Reeber

Thursday, November 26th (Thanksgiving Day):
10:00 AM

Nocturnal Adoration Society

Friday, November 27th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Dorothy Vanek
Donald Tierney
Daniel Monaghan

Saturday, November 28th:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

*Multiple Intentions
Joanne & Bart Druery
Bogdan Lukes

Sunday, November 29th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

People of the Parish
Martha Pujol
Theresa Arrascue
Frances DiDonato
Frank Fontana

*Katharina Nitz, Sally Garofalo, Joseph Irwin, Kevin Duckham,
Anthony Accurso

Help Wanted
Fr. Walden is looking to hire three or four people who can
livestream our daily 9:00 AM Masses and tape our
Sunday Mass and put them on our website. At times
people also ask for funerals to be livestreamed because
they cannot be there due to the pandemic. It only involves
an hour of the daily and Sunday Masses. If interested, call
Fr. Walden at the rectory at 631-265-2271.

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Acheampong, Associate Pastor
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor
Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan
Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator
Mr. Josh Moore, Youth Minister

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Forma on - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Oﬃce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri.
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun.
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.—Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon. - Fri.
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon. - Thurs.
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council Email:
pastoral_council@stpatricksmithtown.org

Parish Organiza ons*
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Tues., 7 PM
Choir: Thurs. evening, 8 PM
Columbie es: 2nd Sat. 10:30 AM
Jus ce & Peace: Once a month, 7:00 PM Outreach Ctr.
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8 PM
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM
Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 10:30 AM , Parish Center
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271
Something for Seniors; 2nd & 4th Wed., 1 PM, 265-0034
*Many organiza ons are not mee ng at this me or must limit
the number of people. Please call if interested, 631-265-2271.

Treasure
Communal Offering November 15, 2020: $25,710.82.
Offering Corresponding Sunday 2019: $27,311.30.
Thank you for your generosity.

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry
As the holiday season approaches, let us consider
the many blessings God has given us and seek ways to
share our riches with our less fortunate sisters and
brothers. One Way we can help those in need in our
community is to make sure our pantry is always well
stocked. Nonperishables…cereal, tuna fish, canned
meats, pudding, Parmalat milk, pasta & jarred tomato
sauce, canned fruits & vegetables, chunky soups, canned
stew, canned pasta, detergents & soaps are always
needed. Let our food barrels in the lobby overflow to
show our thanks for all the Lord has given us.

Wedding Banns
Second Time:
Michelle Lorentzen, St. Patrick, Smithtown
Logan Driscoll, Assumption of the BVM, Centereach

St. Patrick’s Church
Blood Drive

Thursday, December 17th
from 4:00 PM to 8:30 PM in Canning Hall
Watch the bulletin for more information.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!

REACH FOR A STAR
Thank you for your overwhelming
support this past weekend of our
Reach for a Star gift giving
program! We are off to a great start.
Stars for gift certificates and gifts
are still available; please contact
Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668 or
email
(spposm@optonline.net).
Once you have chosen your star:

•
•
•

Buy the gift
Wrap it and tape the star on top

Including a gift receipt would be a thoughtful gesture
and most appreciated!
Due to the ongoing pandemic restrictions, we would
prefer that gifts be dropped off at the Parish Outreach
office by December 11th. The office is open Monday –
Friday, from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. If this is not
possible, we will be collecting gifts the weekend of
December 5th & 6th after all Masses.
Please refer to our full-page flyer in this week’s bulletin.
We know you will respond with the same enthusiasm and
generosity that made the project such an overwhelming
success in previous years. Love is stronger than a
pandemic!

The Altar Bread and Wine
were donated for the week
in loving memory of
Kevin Duckham.

The Pro-Life Rose
was dedicated this week
in THANKSGIVING for all our
blessings, especially
Faith and Family.

Parent Bereavement Group Returns
Parish Outreach offers a monthly bereavement group for
those who have lost an adult child. The group meets at
7:00 PM in the Small meeting room of the Parish Center.
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, November
23rd. If you have lost an adult child within the last few
years and would welcome the support and comfort of
others who can understand your pain, please call
Outreach at 631-265-2668 to register. Face masks are
required and social distancing will be observed.

He who labors as he prays lifts his heart to God
with his hands.
-St. Benedict of Nursia

Pro-Life Rose
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Lisa by
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com or
call 656-6343.
Your participation helps bring a greater awareness of
the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine
Memorial
To arrange a memorial for Altar
Bread and Wine, please call
Diane Sperzel at 265-3307.
Donation for the week is $50.
Cards will be sent to the family.

REOPENING PARISH LIFE
After months of lockdown due to the coronavirus, our parish and our community are beginning to
reopen. Below is information how parish life is resuming.

MASSES
We have resumed our normal Mass schedule:
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
For the time being, we will be limited to 50 percent of the church’s capacity.
Social distancing protocols will be in place.

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK TO MASS!

ADORATION
We have resumed the following opportunities for adoration:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Exposition is offered every Thursday for one hour
following the 12:10 PM Mass.
First Friday Observance — On the first Friday of each month, the parish has an Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament after the 12:10 PM Mass which concludes with Benediction at 2:30 PM.
(Concluding time can vary due to our wedding schedule. Check the bulletin.)
Pro-Life Holy Hour - On the third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Family hosts this Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
Nocturnal Adoration - On the third Saturday of the month, Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins after the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass. Initially Nocturnal Adoration will be offered for one hour after the Mass.
Watch the bulletin for information on when Nocturnal Adoration through the night will resume.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS.

CONFESSIONS
All our Confession times have resumed. Confessions are heard from 3:45
to 4:45 PM on Saturday, 8:15 to 8:45 AM on Sunday, and 6:45 to 7:15 PM on
Monday.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK!

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS FORMATION
A new school year is underway for both St. Patrick School and our Religious Formation program. For more
information, check the websites below:
ST. PATRICK RELIGIOUS FORMATION
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar/
https://spssmith.org/calendar?page=1

Other Parish Events That Have Resumed:
Bereavement Group - Our Monday night Bereavement Group has resumed meetings. Call 631-265-2271
to register. You must wear a facemask.
Parent Bereavement Group - For those who have lost an adult child. The group meets monthly. For more
information call 631-265-2668.
St. Anne’s Prayer Group is meeting on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM outside the Parish Center in the
shade by the St. Anthony statue. Please bring a chair and wear a face mask.
First Saturday Devotion - All are welcome to come and pray at 8:00 AM in the church on the First
Saturday of the month.
Life Teen - Our youth ministry for high school students is meeting on Sunday evenings. Email
spslifeteen@gmail.com for information.
Our Something for Seniors group will not meet until January.

St. Patrick Parish Outreach
Invites You to Give Jesus Your Gift of Love!
Christmas is a time for gifts of love and gifts of
sharing. When we celebrate the birth of the Christ
Child, we can envision his delight as we offer our gifts
of love. That vision can come to life through our
REACH FOR A STAR project as we offer our joyous
gifts to the Christ in a needy child.
Despite the pandemic, the underprivileged children of
Bay Shore, Brentwood, Central Islip, Coram, Mastic
Beach, Huntington Station, Women First (LifeNet), Brookside Pediatrics, Options
for Community Living, St. Catherine’s Nursing Home and our own hurting Parish
families are still in need of our love and support. Due to social distance concerns
and everyone’s health and safety, new procedures have been put in place for this
year.
Please contact Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668 or spposm@optonline.net to
request a star.
Purchase and wrap the gift. Label the gift with the star. Gift receipts are
appreciated. New gifts only, please.
Return the gift to the Parish Outreach office Monday – Friday, 9:30AM 2:30PM, or bring the gift to Mass the weekend of December 5th & 6th.
We will begin accepting gifts immediately. To allow ample time for
distribution, all gifts must be returned by Friday, December 11th.
Monetary donations are gladly accepted.
Envelopes are provided in the weekly offering packet.
Thank you for your support and understanding during these uncertain
times. May God bless you for your kindness and generosity.

Reach for a Star!
St. Patrick Parish Outreach
Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2668

Pray for Our Nation
Please join us
on Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in
the church for a Holy Hour and
Prayers for our Nation

Members of our Legion of Mary and St.
Anne’s Prayer Group lead us in prayer as
we entrust our country to Divine Providence
through Our Lady’s Intercession.

In the Neighborhood . . .
Hope House Ministries Celebration of Hope - Save the
date for this annual Holiday Party which will take place
virtually on Monday, December 14th. Hear stories of
restoration and sing carols with H.I.M.S. & Her. Online
auction, car raffle and 50 / 50 Drawing. Join with
supporters around the world. Tickets go on sale soon.
Life Center’s Mass of Thanksgiving - The Life Center of
Long Island will hold its Annual Mass of Thanksgiving at
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 855 Carman Road in
Massapequa Park on Monday, November 23rd at 12:00
PM. Msgr. James Lisante will be the celebrant. Mass will
be held in the chapel followed by a brief reception in the
school. Please RSVP to Cindy at 516-7987-8746 to ensure
proper social distancing limits.
Reading the Signs - Rick Hinshaw, former editor of The
Long Island Catholic, has reprised his column, “Reading
the Signs,” as a blog post. To read Rick’s articles, go to
rickhinshaw.com.

Our Tainted Nature’s Solitary Boast
Journey to the Heart of Mary through Theology,
Spirituality and the Arts
Sunday, December 6th
from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM
at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
440 West Neck Road in Huntington
Holy Mass and presentations by
Bishop Richard G. Henning, Rev.
Paul Anel, and Msgr. Charles Fink.
Lunch
provided.
Cost:
$50.
Reservations required. Limited
space due to social distancing
protocols. Guests must wear a
mask. To reserve your spot, call
631-423-0483, ext. 102 or email
bmalone@icseminary.edu.

Giving Made Easier
Churches now routinely offer online giving for church
donations. There are many reasons for this. Fewer
people are using cash and checks. Mass attendance
at your home parish is usually interrupted by
vacations, business trips, illness, snow storms, and
now coronavirus concerns. And many people find it
easier (and greener) to not have to deal with church
envelopes.
St. Patrick’s offers several forms of online giving:
(1) Faith Direct: Signing up for Faith Direct allows
you to indicate a weekly contribution amount that is
automatically withdrawn from your account. Just go
to faithdirect.net or download the Faith Direct app
from the App Store. Our Parish code is NY51.
(2) Our website: You can contribute at any time
by going to our website: stpatricksmithtown.org. Just
click the “Donate” button at the top right.
(3) Our Parish App: In addition to its many other
features, the OneParish App has a donation page
that allows quick and easy one-time or recurring
donations. You can download the One Parish App at
the App Store.

I have never had clarity. What I have had is
trust. So I will pray that you will trust God.
- St. Teresa of Calcutta

Join With Members of
Your Parish Family on

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 26th
at 10:00 AM in our church

(This will be the only Mass of the day.)

You are invited to gather with your parish family on Thanksgiving Day. Please
bring a non-perishable food item to share with those in need. Families are invited
to bring bread and wine which will be served on their Thanksgiving tables for a
special blessing.

Winter Intramural
Basketball 2021

A CALL TO PRAYER

We are excited to reopen our basketball
Our country is in great need
program, provided we are able to do so
in the Winter. We will continue to use the of prayer and healing
guidelines set forth by the Governor and
local authorities to ensure the Please
safety ofjoin us on Thursday evenings from
participants and spectators.
7:30 to 8:30 PM in the church for a Holy
We are asking you to register without a
Hour and Prayers for our Nation
fee and once we are set to play you will
be able to complete your transaction
online.
To register, go to: stpatsyouth.com >
Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball
Registration
The program is for boys and girls in
grades Kindergarten through 12th.
Players may request friends and/or a
coach. In order for players to form a team
there must be a designated coach.
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Pictured on pages 10 & 11: (1-6) The November 13th XLT Holy Hour. A special thanks to guest speaker Nolan
Reynolds, director of youth ministry for the Diocese of Rockville Centre pictured in photo 2. (7-11) Seventh grade
students from St. Patrick School hand in their Confirmation Packets during their Commitment Liturgy. (12 - 17)
Parishioners take stars from our Reach for a Star trees in order to buy Christmas gifts for families in need this
Christmas.
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Bring Meaning to
this Special Season
The season of Advent has come to be known
more for the hectic preparations for Christmas
than for its actual meaning. Don’t let that
happen this year. This four-part series on
FORMED will lead you into a meaningful
celebration of Christmas. An Advent Leader
Guide and Advent Study Guide are available
for download for those who would like to study
the series as a group. Just search for “Advent”
on FORMED. If you have not yet signed up for
FORMED, just go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

Advent
"It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas," or, at least that's the assumption based on that familiar holiday song. But
what does that look like at your house? Most of us anticipate the great sales at the mall on the day after
Thanksgiving, string lights on the outside of our house, and decorating the inside of our homes. But how exactly are
we preparing our hearts for the greatest gift we've ever been given? Through an exploration of the mystery of the
Incarnation, the Virgin Birth, and the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus, this Advent study offers an opportunity
to experience the joy of the true meaning of Christmas.

Fall Technology Harvest: A Fund Drive Benefitting St. Patrick’s Students
Now through Thanksgiving (Nov. 26th), school parents and St. Patrick parishioners are being asked to participate in
a collection to help the school increase its inventory of tablet computing devices (iPads and Chromebooks). 100%
of your tax-deductible donation (please check with your accountant) will be used to purchase devices to help St.
Patrick students soar.
Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, we will produce a booklet acknowledging the generosity of the families and
businesses. Special recognition categories include: Gold Leaf donors ($100 or more), Autumn Orange donors ($50
to $99), Seasonal Yellow Leaf donors ($24 to $49). Every donation matters and every donation will be
acknowledged in the journal!
Thank you in advance for supporting the students of St. Patrick School. Donate here: spssmith.org/fall-technologyharvest (or send checks to: St. Patrick School, 284 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787).

Check Out our Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus Smithtown
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Our Council is open Wednesday evenings at 4:00 PM,
and Thursday and Friday evenings at 6:00 PM.
Stop by and say “Hello.”
Nightly drink specials, Hall rental available.
Visit us at: knightsofcolumbussmithtown.org
THIS WEEKEND:
Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass & Breakfast
Saturday, November 21st
9:00 AM Mass at St. Patrick’s followed by
Breakfast at the Council Hall
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Breakfast is $15 per person
Call 631-656-0616
Cigar and Bourbon Night
Saturday, November 21st at 6:00 PM
PRE-RESERVATION REQUIRED
Call for pricing - 631-656-0616
or email council3958@gmail.com to register

The Vision Statement of
St. Patrick Parish Family
The Roman Catholic Community of St. Patrick,
Smithtown, sees itself as:
The People of God, The Body of Christ
Enlightened by the Word of God
Nourished by the Life of Christ in the Sacraments
Supported by our love for and our forgiveness of
each other.
Empowered to bring the love, justice and peace
of Christ to our families, our neighbors, our friends,
our enemies, the poor and the powerless.
Called to reach out to the unchurched and the
non-practicing members of our community and to
assist in the spiritual, intellectual and social growth
of all whose lives we touch.

XLT Holy Hours 2020-21
Yes, they are back! All are welcome to join us at
our XLT Holy Hours!
XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours are a time to grow closer to
Christ through song, word, and adoration. Take some time
to step away from the world and into a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. XLT Holy Hours are scheduled for
the following Friday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the
January 8th
February 5th
March 5th

April 16th
May 7th
June 4th

The holy hour in our modern rat race is necessary for authentic prayer. Our world is one of speed in which intensity of
movement is a substitute for lack of purpose; where noise is invoked to drown out the whisperings of conscience; where talk,
talk, talk gives the impression that we are doing something when really we are not; where activity kills self-knowledge won by
contemplation.
- Archbishop Fulton Sheen

If you are in high school, please join us for Life Teen 2020-21!
Below is a list of our meeting dates:
November 22nd

March 7th*
March 14th*
March 21st*
March 28th*

December 6th
December 13th
January 3rd
January 10th*
January 24th
January 31st

April 11th
April 18th
April 25th*
May 2nd
May 16th
May 23rd

February 7th
February 21st
February 28th

June 6th
June 13th

All meetings are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM following the 5:00 PM Mass.
Please meet in the Parish Center parking lot.
When the weather is inclement, meetings will move to the gym
For more information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com
Wear a facemask.
*Wear Sneakers

Focus on Religious Freedom
From Catholics For Freedom of Religion
www.cffor.org

One of the great advantages of the Internet is having
access to so many resources. This includes spiritual
resources. St. Patrick’s pays an annual fee so that all
our parishioners can sign up for FREE to FORMED.
FORMED is an online platform that offers 24/7 access
to the best Catholic content on almost any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet. You
will have instant access to thousands of books, audio
talks, movies, documentaries, studies and more.
FORMED also includes excellent content for children.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

SUGGESTION FOR
THE WEEK ON FORMED

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love
endures forever. - 1 Chronicles 16:34

Thanksgiving Thoughts: A History
1621 Grateful Pilgrims reaped a bountiful harvest the
summer following the deaths of almost half their people
during their first winter in New England. The 3-day feast
was to thank God and to celebrate with their helpful
Native friends. "By the Goodness of God we are ... far
from want," wrote Pilgrim Winslow.
1777 Continental Congress, First National Proclamation
of Thanks:
"... it is the Duty of all Men to adore the ... Providence of
the Almighty; to acknowledge with Gratitude their
Obligation to Him for Benefits received ..." Samuel
Adams
1789 President George Washington proclaimed a day of
Thanksgiving be held to thank God for giving the
American people the opportunity to create a Constitution
to preserve their hard won freedoms.
1863 During the Civil War, President Lincoln proclaimed
a national day of "Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens," making
Thanksgiving an official federal holiday.
(wikipedia.org)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Happening Now:
Restricting Religious Freedom in 2020

In this inspiring presentation, popular speaker Vinny
Flynn explores the "hidden" truths of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, presenting what to many will be a whole
new way of approaching Confession, inviting you to
begin an exciting personal journey to healing and
holiness. If you do not yet look forward to Confession
in the same way you look forward to Communion, this
will change your life.

To be a Christian means to forgive the
inexcusable because God has forgiven the
inexcusable in you.
- C.S. Lewis

Churches in California and Minnesota filed lawsuits in
August against governors of their states challenging the
restrictions placed on gatherings of more than 10 people
that they contend are violations of religious liberty. "Gov.
Walz (MN), a former teacher, gets an F in religious
liberties," said counsel for Thomas More Society. “Other
states, including Texas, Illinois and Ohio, have excluded
churches from Covid-19 mask mandates."(1).
Religious plaintiffs have prevailed in some lawsuits. In
June, a federal judge blocked New York State from
enforcing restrictions on indoor religious gatherings to
25% when other types of gatherings were allowed at
50%.
In Washington D.C., the Dept. of Justice stepped in to
support the Capital Hill Baptist Church who is suing the
mayor over the city limiting church services to 100
people while allowing large gathering protests and
rallies. "The Dept. of Justice is committed to upholding
all the civil rights provided under the First Amendment,
be it peaceable assembly in protest or practicing faith,"
said U.S.attorney for D.C. (2)
"From the first settlers seeking freedom to practice their
faith, to our founding values starting with the First
Amendment ... Americans of all faiths (and no faith) have
(come to expect) ever-expanding religious liberties. It's
part of American exceptionalism," wrote Knox Thames in
Christianity Today. (3)
(u.s.news.com,8/13/20(1); wtop.com, 10/2/20(2);
christianpost.com, 8/26/20; christianitytoday.com,
10/7/20(3)

.

Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures
November 29, 2020
The First Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 63: 16b-17, 19b, 64: 2-7;
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9; Mark 12: 33-37

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience,
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays.
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies.
Your reflection may be dropped into the collection basket
as your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and
last name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.)

Jesus said to his disciples: "Be watchful! Be alert! You
do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his
servants in charge, each with his own work, and
orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. Watch,
therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the
house is coming, whether in the evening, or at
midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he
not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say
to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'"
Focus Questions:
1. The gospel discusses the role of a gatekeeper.
What influences do you guard against? What
influences do you welcome?
2. Describe a time when patience was required of you.
How did you react to the experience?
3. What are the things that draw you away from God?
What draws you closer?

Children & Family Reflection:
Talk about a time when you were patient.

Campaign for Human Development
Collection This Weekend
This week, our second collection will be for the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development. More than 43 million
people in the United States live in poverty. This collection
supports programs to empower people to identify and
address the obstacles they face as they work to bring
permanent and positive change to their communities.
Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.

We frequently need other people’s help to
figure out what God wants of us. It is relatively
easy to sort out what is bad from what is good,
but it is much more difficult to sort out what is
good from what is better and what is bad from
what is worse. The Holy Spirit gives us the
counsel we need through external and internal
signs of grace.
- Rev. Jude Winkler

Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students
Thank you to all our new Words of Wisdom writers! Second grade students from our Religious
Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and Family Reflection” column in the bulletin
and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop the cards in the collection basket on
Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:
November 8th Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 1-13
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about something you prepare or practice for.
•

I practice singing and I practice the piano. - Lyssandra

•

I practice very hard for soccer. It’s important to listen and do your best. - Blaise

•

I practice for tests because I do not want to fail the test. Yes, it is important to be prepared. - Lukas

•

I practice for my dance recital. - Ella

•

My pet fish died and I felt sad. Then I felt better because he went to heaven. I say my prayers to remind me of
God. These are ways the I prepare for my First Holy Communion. - James
November 1st Gospel Reading: Matthew 5: 1-12a
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about a time when you were a peacemaker.
•

One day my friend came over. My two little sisters wanted to play with us. At first we did not want them to play
with us. Then we thought it is better to share. Now I include everyone because it is more fun. - James

October 25th Gospel Reading: Matthew 22: 34-40
Children & Family Reflection: What are you doing to show your love for God, your neighbor and yourself?
•

I will stand up for what I know is right even if other people are against me. Sometimes people don’t respect
God or others. I know to love God and what I learn about him. My prayers are for God. My family and I go to
church. We also say prayers together. We learn all about our religion. These are some ways that we put God
first. - James

•

I’m kind and grateful for my neighbor and my friends, family and me. - Lyssandra

•

By taking care of my pet, I show that I love God. - Abigail

•

I make a card for my mommy to make her happy. I love my little sisters even if they are bothering me. I’m
proud of myself for that. Sometimes I give them my toy even if I really want it. - James

We received many terrific responses to last weekend’s question: “What special talents or gifts
has God given you? How do you use them?” Those responses will be printed in next
weekend’s bulletin.
Thank you to our wise and wonderful Level 2 / Grade 2 children. Please keep your Words of
Wisdom coming!

When you sit down to eat, pray. When you eat bread, do so thanking Him for being so generous
to you. If you drink wine, be mindful of Him who has given it to you for your pleasure and as a
relief in sickness. When you dress, thank Him for His kindness in providing you with clothes.
When you look at the sky and the beauty of the stars, throw yourself at God’s feet and adore
Him who in His wisdom has arranged things in this way. Similarly, when the sun goes down and
when it rises, when you are asleep or awake, give thanks to God, who created and arranged all
things for your benefit, to have you know, love and praise their Creator.
- St. Basil the Great

St. Patrick Youth
St. Patrick’s Youth web address is:
stpatsyouth.com
All forms and registrations are
available on our website.
Youth Office email is spyouth@optonline.net
Our phone is 631-360-0185
VIRTUS Training
All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a
VIRTUS class if they have not done so. On-line
registration must be completed before you attend.
See VIRTUS.org for information and registration.
CPR/First Aide
Training courses are available and will be
available throughout the year.
You may call the office for more information
Read the Bible in a year challenge!
St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the
Bible in a year! Just go to the website and you will
find the link with daily readings
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program
Before Care – Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
schedule. It begins at until 8:20 AM
After Care- Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
schedule, from 2:20 to 6:00 PM
You must register in advance.
You may download forms from our website
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program –
Our program offers NY State guided curriculum
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts
and gross motor play.
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver –
Children ages 18 months through 2 years.
Creative fun, play, crafts, light snack & music time
Separation Class
Children ages 2 to 3 years old
Circle time, music, playing and sharing
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time
Music Ministry
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12)
Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5)
Children’s Choir practice:
6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall
Folk Group practice:
7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church
New members always welcome!
Junior Catholic Daughters
JCDA is a young women’s service organization
Young women grades 5 -11 are welcome!
JCDA meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in our
modular classroom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Call Patty Davis at 631-780-6313 for details
Learning Center
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School
All areas of study, catholic entrance exam
and SAT preparation

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Fall Deck Hockey
The Fall Deck Hockey Season is underway.
Winter Intramural Basketball
For boys and girls in grades Kindergarten to 12. Registrations are
being taken without a fee at this time. Once the season is
confirmed, you may complete your transaction online. Go to:

stpatsyouth.com > Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball
Registration
Regarding Sports Parking
Please park only on the east side of the property.
Enter sports court at east gate entrance.

God is more pleased by one work, however small,
done secretly, without desire that it be known, than a
thousand done with the desire that people know of
them. Those who work for God with purest love not
only care nothing about whether others see their
works, but do not even seek that God himself know of
them. Such persons would not cease to render God
the same services, with the same joy and purity of
love, even if God were never to know of these.
- St. John of the Cross

Pray for the Sick
Lillian Adams
Thomas Adams
Laura Alam
Dennis Anderson
Russ Anderson
Allan Ahrens
Caroline Arnold
Don Atmanchuk Sr.
J.M.A.
Fil A.
Grace B.
Stacey Badawi
Lenore Baran
John Bartley
Judith Bartley
Rose Bevers
Ann Bono
Ashley Borino
Anthony Borrelli
Agnes Black
Brady Browning
George Bruckbauer
Francis C.
Rick C.
Daniel Carrano

Tom Clark
Maria Clarke
Carly Colvell
Kenneth Cook
Anthony Costaro, III
Dee Covello
Marie Crowley
Joseph Cuccia
Grace Demille
Karen Dempsey
Matthew DiStefano
Richard DeVilla
Salvatore Esposito
Robert Gann
Marilyn Gast
Mary Gorman Geraci
Elinor Glasser
Thomas Gould
Bob Heimink
Robert Heimink, Jr.
Cynthia Kambos
Thomas Keane
Mary K.
Bassam Khudari
Matthew LaTorre

John Lawler
Chris M.
C. Madden
Paul Mason
Alison McDonald

Robert McGinley

Dustin McGranahan
James McLean
Joseph Merriam
Kathleen N.
Connie Polik
Fred Polik
Ariel Ruvinsky
Bea S.
Lawrence Savery
Joan Schiavoni
Tankyard Schiavoni
Kay Slevin
Theresa Soriano
Jacqueline Spinelli
Christine Strecker
Christine Thompson
John Walsh
John Weiss
James Wheeler

Those listed under “Prayers for the Sick” remain on the list for a
limited period of time. If you would like to add a name or return a
name to the list, please call Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668.

Pray for the Dead
Benjamin Archer
Marilyn Fives

Doris J. Hoolalan

Mary Pascale

Parting Shot . . .

Practice Makes Perfect
- This weekend, our St.

Patrick School third graders
are finally receiving their First
Holy Communion. Communion
was delayed due to the
coronavirus. They are seen
here practicing for the big day.

